














India has done reasonably well in some of
the health indicators like decline in death rate
from 25.1 per thousand in 1951 to 6.5 per
thousand in 2015 and infant mortality from
148 per thousand to 37 during the same period.
Similarly, it also succeeded in increasing life
expectancy at birth from 37.1 years to 66.9
years for males and 36.2 to 70 years for females
from 1951 to 2015. Though, these are great
achievements, a lot needs to be done. Similarly,

Why is the total literacy rates in Kerala, Mizoram,
Lakshadweep and Goa are higher than other states?

Can literacy reflect the status of Human Developments?
Debate.

Table 3.3 showing the percentage of literates
in India reveals some interesting features:

e Overall literacy in India is
approximately 74.04 per cent (2011).
while female literacy is 65.46 per cent.

Represent the literacy rates for states having more than
the national average by bar diagram after arranging the
data in descending order.

Pradesh, Goa and Punjab. As expected, states
like Bihar, Odisha and Chhattisgarh are at the
bottom among the 23 major states in India.
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Can you find out the

causes of the above
problems?
Table 3.4 : ;nzia - Human Development There are several socio-political, economic
ndaex and historical reasons for such a state of affairs.
gLass HZDOL‘;‘_'(I)‘: 23;;_1; 3 Kerala is able to record the highest value in the
Kerala 0.790 I HDI largely due to its impressive performance
Delhi 0.750 2 in achieving near hundred per cent literacy. In
Himachal Pradesh 0.652 3 a different scenario the states like Bihar, Madhya
Sgi- b 8.2(1); ‘; Pradesh, Odisha, Assam and Uttar Pradesh
NE (Jslxclu ding Assam) 0.573 6 have very low literacy. States showing higher
Maharashtra 0.572 7 total literacy rates have less gaps between the
Tamil Nadu 0.570 8 male and female literacy rates.
Haryana . . gggg 90 Apart from the educational attainment, the
‘(J}ujaralz and Kas 0.527 11 levels of economic development too play
Karnataka 0.519 12 significant impacts on HDI. Economically
West Bengal 0.492 13 developed states like Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu
Uttarakhand 0.490 14 and Punjab and Haryana have higher value of
g:a};;a Pradesh 8'17:’} 12 HDI as compared to states like Chhattisgarh,
Rajasthan 0.434 17 Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, etc.
Uttar Pradesh 0.380 18 Regional distortions and social disparities
Jharkhand 0.376 19 which developed during the colonial period
glii(;?ya Pradesh g'ggg 3(1) continue to play an important role in the Indian
Orissa 0.362 29 economy, polity and society. The Government
Chhattisgarh 0.358 23 of India has made concerted efforts to

institutionalise the balanced development with

Source: Planning Commission of India:India National . . A . . . .
B y its main focus on social distributive justice

Human Development Report, 2011
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through planned development. It has made
significant achievements in most of the fields
but, these are still below the desired level.

Population, Environment and
Development

Development in general and human
development in particular is a complex concept
used in social sciences. It is complex because
for ages it was thought that development is a
substantive concept and once it is achieved it
will address all the socio-cultural and
environmental ills of the society. Though,
development has brought in significant
improvement in the quality of life in more than
one way but increasing regional disparities,
social inequalities, discriminations, deprivations,
displacement of people, abuse of human rights
and undermining human values and
environmental degradation have also increased.

Considering the gravity and sensitivity of
the issues involved, the UNDP in its Human
Development Report 1993, tried to amend some
of the implicit biases and prejudices which were
entrenched in the concept of development.
People’s participation and their security were the
major issues in the Human Development Report
of 1993. It also emphasised on progressive
democratisation and increasing empowerment
of people as minimum conditions for human
development. The report recognised greater
constructive role of ‘Civil Societies’ in bringing
about peace and human development. The civil
society should work for building up opinion for
reduction in the military expenditure, de-
mobilisation of armed forces, transition from
defence to production of basic goods and services
and particularly disarmament and reduction in
the nuclear warheads by the developed
countries. In a nuclearised world, peace and
well-being are major global concerns.

At the other extreme of this approach lie
the views expressed by the Neo-Malthusians,
environmentalists and radical ecologists. They
believe that for a happy and peaceful social life
proper balance between population and
resources is a necessary condition. According
to these thinkers, the gap between the resources
and population has widened after eighteenth
century. There have been marginal expansion
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in the resources of the world in the last three
hundred years but there has been phenomenal
growth in the human population. Development
has only contributed in increasing the multiple
uses of the limited resources of the world while
there has been enormous increase in the demand
for these resources. Therefore, the prime task
before any development activity is to maintain
parity between population and resources.

Scholar like Sir Robert Malthus was the first
one to voice his concern about the growing
scarcity of resources as compared to the human
population. Apparently this argument looks
logical and convincing, but a critical look will
reveal certain intrinsic flaws such as resources
are not a neutral category. It is not the
availability of resources that is as important as
their social distribution. Resources everywhere
are unevenly distributed. Rich countries and
people have access to large resource baskets
while the poor find their resources shrinking.
Moreover, unending pursuit for the control of
more and more resources by the powerful and
use of the same for exhibiting ones prowess is
the prime cause of conflicts as well as the
apparent contradictions between population-
resource and development.

Indian culture and civilisation have been
very sensitive to the issues of population, resource
and development for a long time. It would not be
incorrect to say that the ancient scriptures were
essentially concerned about the balance and
harmony among the elements of nature.
Mahatma Gandhi in the recent times advocated
the reinforcement of the harmony and balance
between the two. He was quite apprehensive
about the on-going development particularly the
way industrialisation has institutionalised the
loss of morality, spirituality, self-reliance, non-
violence and mutual co-operation and
environment. In his opinion, austerity for
individual, trusteeship of social wealth and non-
violence are the key to attain higher goals in the
life of an individual as well as that of a nation.
His views were also re-echoed in the Club of Rome
Report “Limits to Growth” (1972), Schumacher’s
book “Small is Beautiful” (1974), Brundtland
Commission’s Report “Our Common Future”
(1987) and finally in the “Agenda-21 Report of
the Rio Conference” (1993).
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EXERCISES

1. Choose the right answers of the following from the given options.

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

Which one of the following is India’s rank in terms of Human Development
Index among the countries of the world in 2016?

(a) 126 (c) 128
(b) 134 (d 131

Which one of the following states of India has the highest rank in the
Human Development Index?

(a) Tamil Nadu (c) Kerala

(b) Punjab (d) Haryana

Which one of the following states of India has the lowest female literacy?
(@) Jammu and Kashmir () Jharkhand

(b) Arunachal Pradesh (d) Bihar

Which one of the following states of India has the lowest female child sex
ratio 0-6 years?

(a) Gujarat () Punjab
(b) Haryana (d) Himachal Pradesh

Which one of the following Union Territories of India has the highest
literacy rate?

(a) Lakshadweep (c) Daman and Diu
(b) Chandigarh (d) Andaman and Nicobar Islands

2. Answer the following questions in about 30 words.

(i)
(ii)

(iii)

Define Human Development.

Give two reasons for low levels of Human Development in most of the
Northern States of India.

Give two reasons for declining child sex ratio in India.

3. Answer the following questions in about 150 words.

(i)

(ii)

Discuss the spatial patterns of female literacy in India in 2011 and bring
out the reasons responsible for it.

Which factors have caused spatial variations in the levels of Human
Development among the states in India?
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