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A weapon of mass destruction (WMD) is a weapon
that can kill large numbers of humans (and other
life forms) and/or cause great damage to man-made
structures (e.g. buildings), natural structures (e.g.
mountains), or the biosphere in general. The scope
and application of the term has evolved and been
disputed, often signifying more politically than tech-
nically.

Coined in reference to aerial bombing with chemi-
cal explosives, it has come to distinguish large-scale
weaponry of other technologies, such as chemical,
biological, radiological, or nuclear. This differen-
tiates the term from more technnical ones such as
chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear
weapons (CBRN).

The first use of the term "weapon of mass destruc-
tion" on record is by Cosmo Gordon Lang, Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, in 1937 in reference to the
aerial bombardment of Guernica, Spain:
“ Who can think at this present time without a sick-
ening of the heart of the appalling slaughter, the
suffering, the manifold misery brought by war to
Spain and to China? Who can think without horror
of what another widespread war would mean, waged
as it would be with all the new weapons of mass
destruction?”

At that time, there were no nuclear weapons; bio-
logical weapons were already being researched by
Japan (see Unit 731), and chemical weapons had seen
wide use, most notably in World War I.

Following the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, and progressing through the Cold War,
the term came to refer more to non-conventional
weapons. The application of the term to specifically
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nuclear and radiological weapons is traced by Wil-
liam Safire to the Russian phrase oruziye massovovo
porazheniya.

He credits James Goodby (of the Brookings Institu-
tion) with tracing what he considers the earliest
known English-language use soon after the nuclear
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki (although it is
not quite verbatim): a communique from a Novem-
ber 15, 1945, meeting of Harry Truman, Clement
Attlee and Mackenzie King (probably drafted by
Vannevar Bush– or so Bush claimed in 1970) re-
ferred to "weapons adaptable to mass destruction".
That exact phrase, says Safire, was also used by Ber-
nard Baruch in 1946 (in a speech at the United Na-
tions probably written by Herbert Bayard Swope).
The same phrase found its way into the UN resolu-
tion to create the Atomic Energy Commission (pre-
decessor of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA)), which used the wording "... atomic weap-
ons and of all other weapons adaptable to mass de-
struction".

An exact use of this term was given in a lecture
"Atomic Energy as an Atomic Problem" by J. Rob-
ert Oppenheimer. The lecture was delivered to the
Foreign Service and the State Department, on Sep-
tember 17, 1947. The lecture is reprinted in The
Open Mind (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1955).
"It is a very far reaching control which would elimi-
nate the rivalry between nations in this field, which
would prevent the surreptitious arming of one na-
tion against another, which would provide some
cushion of time before atomic attack, and presum-
ably therefore before any attack with weapons of
mass destruction, and which would go a long way
toward removing atomic energy at least as a source
of conflict between the powers".
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The term was also used in the introduction to the
hugely influential US Government Document
known as NSC-68 written in April 1950.

An early use of the exact phrase in an international
treaty was in the Outer Space Treaty of 1967, how-
ever no definition was provided.

Evolution of its use
During the Cold War, the term "weapons of mass
destruction" was primarily a reference to nuclear
weapons. At the time, as a necessary deterrent against
nuclear or conventional attack from the Soviet
Union (see Mutual Assured Destruction), and the
euphemism "strategic weapons" was used to refer
to the American nuclear arsenal.

The term "weapons of mass destruction" continued
to see periodic use throughout this time, usually in
the context of nuclear arms control; Ronald Reagan
used it during the 1986 Reykjavík Summit, when
referring to the 1967 Outer Space Treaty.[4]
Reagan's successor, George H.W. Bush, used the
term in an 1989 speech to the United Nations, using
it primarily in reference to chemical arms.

The end of the Cold War reduced U.S. reliance on
nuclear weapons as a deterrent, causing it to shift
its focus to disarmament. This period coincided with
an increasing threat to U.S. interests from Islamic
nations and independent Islamic groups.

With the 1990 invasion of Kuwait and 1991 Gulf
War, Iraq's nuclear, biological, and chemical weap-
ons programs became a particular concern of the
first Bush Administration. Following the war, the
Clinton Administration and other western politi-
cians and media continued to use the term, usually
in reference to ongoing attempts to dismantle Iraq's
weapons programs.

After the September 11, 2001 attacks and the 2001
anthrax attacks, an increased fear of non-conven-
tional weapons and asymmetrical warfare took hold
of the United States and other Western powers. This
fear reached a crescendo with the 2002 Iraq disar-

mament crisis and the alleged existence of weapons
of mass destruction in Iraq that became the primary
justification for the 2003 invasion of Iraq. However,
no WMD were found in Iraq.

Because of its prolific use during this period, the
American Dialect Society voted "weapons of mass
destruction" (and its abbreviation, "WMD") the
word of the year in 2002, and in 2003 Lake Superior
State University added WMD to its list of terms
banished for "Mis-use, Over-use and General Use-
lessness".

Definitions of the term
Military / Strategic Definitions

The most widely used definition of "weapons of mass
destruction" is that of nuclear, biological or chemi-
cal weapons (NBC) although there is no treaty or
customary international law that contains an au-
thoritative definition. Instead, international law has
been used with respect to the specific categories of
weapons within WMD, and not to WMD as a
whole.

The acronyms NBC (for nuclear, biological and
chemical) or CBR (chemical, biological, radiologi-
cal) are used with regards to battlefield protection
systems for armored vehicles, because all three in-
volve insidious toxins that can be carried through
the air and can be protected against with vehicle air
filtration systems.

However, there is an argument that nuclear and bio-
logical weapons do not belong in the same category
as chemical and "dirty bomb" radiological weap-
ons, which have limited destructive potential (and
close to none, as far as property is concerned),
whereas nuclear and biological weapons have the
unique ability to kill large numbers of people with
very small amounts of material, and thus could be
said to belong in a class by themselves.

The NBC definition has also been used in official
U.S. documents, by the U.S. President, the U.S. Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency, the U.S. Department of
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Defense, and the U.S. Government Accountability
Office.

Other documents expand the definition of WMD to
also include radiological or conventional weapons.
The U.S. military refers to WMD as:
Chemical, biological, radiological, or nuclear weap-
ons capable of a high order of destruction or caus-
ing mass casualties and exclude the means of trans-
porting or propelling the weapon where such means
is a separable and divisible part from the weapon.
Also called WMD.

The significance of the words separable and divis-
ible part of the weapon is that missiles such as the
Pershing II and the SCUD are considered weapons
of mass destruction, while aircraft capable of car-
rying bombloads are not.

In 2004, the United Kingdom's Butler Review rec-
ognized the "considerable and long-standing aca-
demic debate about the proper interpretation of the
phrase ‘weapons of mass destruction’".

The committee set out to avoid the general
term but when using it, employed the defini-
tion of United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution 687, which defined the systems which
Iraq was required to abandon:

è "Nuclear weapons or nuclear-weapons-usable
material or any sub-systems or components or any
research, development, support or manufacturing fa-
cilities relating to [nuclear weapons].

è Chemical and biological weapons and all stocks
of agents and all related subsystems and components
and all research,development,support and manufac-
turing facilities.

è Ballistic missiles with a range greater than 150
kilometres and related major parts, and repair and
production facilities."

Chemical weapons expert Gert G. Harigel consid-
ers only nuclear weapons true weapons of mass de-
struction, because "only nuclear weapons are com-

pletely indiscriminate by their explosive power, heat
radiation and radioactivity, and only they should
therefore be called a weapon of mass destruction".
He prefers to call chemical and biological weapons
"weapons of terror" when aimed against civilians
and "weapons of intimidation" for soldiers.

Testimony of one such soldier expresses the same
viewpoint. For a period of several months in the
winter of 2002–2003, U.S. Deputy Secretary of De-
fense Paul Wolfowitz frequently used the term
"weapons of mass terror," apparently also recogniz-
ing the distinction between the psychological and
the physical effects of many things currently falling
into the WMD category.

Gustavo Bell Lemus, the Vice President of Colom-
bia, at the 2001 United Nations Conference on the
Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in
All Its Aspects, quoted the Millennium Report of
the UN Secretary-General to the General Assem-
bly, in which Kofi Annan said that small arms could
be described as WMD because the fatalities they
cause "dwarf that of all other weapons systems - and
in most years greatly exceed the toll of the atomic
bombs that devastated Hiroshima and Nagasaki".

An additional condition often implicitly applied to
WMD is that the use of the weapons must be strate-
gic. In other words, they would be designed to "have
consequences far outweighing the size and effective-
ness of the weapons themselves". The strategic na-
ture of WMD also defines their function in the mili-
tary doctrine of total war as targeting the means a
country would use to support and supply its war ef-
fort, specifically its population, industry, and natu-
ral resources.

Within U.S. civil defense organizations, the
category is now Chemical, Biological,  Ra-
diological, Nuclear, and Explosive (CBRNE),
which defines WMD as:
(1) Any explosive, incendiary, poison gas, bomb,
grenade, or rocket having a propellant charge of more
than four ounces [113 g], missile having an explo-
sive or incendiary charge of more than one-quarter
ounce [7 g], or mine or device similar to the above.
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(2) Poison gas.
(3) Any weapon involving a disease organism.
(4) Any weapon that is designed to release radia-
tion at a level dangerous to human life.

Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons, also Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT or NNPT) is a treaty to limit the spread (pro-
liferation) of nuclear weapons. The treaty came into
force on 5 March 1970 and currently there are 189
states party to the treaty, five of which are recog-
nized as nuclear weapon states: the United States,
Russia, the United Kingdom, France, and China (also
the five permanent members of the United Nations
Security Council).

Four non-parties to the treaty are known or believed
to possess nuclear weapons. India, Pakistan and
North Korea have openly tested and declared that
they possess nuclear weapons, while Israel has had
a policy of opacity regarding its own nuclear weap-
ons program. North Korea acceded to the treaty,
violated it, and withdrew from it in 2003.

The treaty was proposed by Ireland and Finland and
they were the first to sign.

The NPT consists of a preamble and eleven
articles. Although the concept of "pillars"
appears nowhere in the NPT, the treaty is
nevertheless sometimes interpreted as a three
pillar system, with an implicit balance among
them:
 1. non-proliferation,
 2. disarmament, and
 3. the right to peacefully use nuclear technology.

The treaty is reviewed each five years in meetings
called Review Conferences of the Parties to the
Treaty of Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.
In addition, Sessions of the Preparatory Committee
for the Review Conference take place on the inter-
mediate years. Simultaneously, many events orga-

nized by independent institutions, groups of experts,
think tanks and NGO's take place worldwide in or-
der to provide reports and recommendations that
compliment the Preparatory Committees.

Even though the treaty was originally conceived
with a limited duration of 25 years, the signing par-
ties decided by consensus to extend the treaty in-
definitely and without conditions during the Review
Conference in New York City on May 11, 1995.
The next Review Conference will be held in May,
2010.

Treaty "pillars"
The NPT is commonly described as having three
main "pillars": non-proliferation, disarmament, and
peaceful use. This "pillars" concept has been ques-
tioned by some who believe that the NPT is, as its
name suggests, principally about nonproliferation,
and who worry that "three pillars" language mis-
leadingly implies that the three elements have
equivalent importance.

First pillar: Non-Proliferation
Five states are recognized by the NPT as nuclear
weapon states (NWS): China (signed 1992), France
(1992), the Soviet Union (1968; obligations and
rights now assumed by the Russian Federation), the
United Kingdom (1968), and the United States
(1968) (The U.S., UK, and Soviet Union were the
only states openly possessing such weapons among
the original ratifiers of the treaty, which entered into
force in 1970).

These five nations are also the five permanent mem-
bers of the United Nations Security Council. These
five NWS agree not to transfer "nuclear weapons or
other nuclear explosive devices" and "not in any way
to assist, encourage, or induce" a non-nuclear
weapon state (NNWS) to acquire nuclear weapons
(Article I). NNWS parties to the NPT agree not to
"receive," "manufacture" or "acquire" nuclear weap-
ons or to "seek or receive any assistance in the manu-
facture of nuclear weapons" (Article II).
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NNWS parties also agree to accept safeguards by
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to
verify that they are not diverting nuclear energy
from peaceful uses to nuclear weapons or other
nuclear explosive devices (Article III).

The five NWS parties have made undertakings not
to use their nuclear weapons against a non-NWS
party except in response to a nuclear attack, or a
conventional attack in alliance with a Nuclear
Weapons State. However, these undertakings have
not been incorporated formally into the treaty, and
the exact details have varied over time. The U.S.
also had nuclear warheads targeted at North Korea,
a non-NWS state, from 1959 until 1991.

The previous United Kingdom Secretary of State for
Defence, Geoff Hoon, has also explicitly invoked
the possibility of the use of the country's nuclear
weapons in response to a non-conventional attack
by "rogue states". In January 2006, President Jacques
Chirac of France indicated that an incident of state-
sponsored terrorism on France could trigger a small-
scale nuclear retaliation aimed at destroying the
"rogue state's" power centers.

Second Pillar: Disarmament
The NPT's preamble contains language affirming
the desire of treaty signatories to ease international
tension and strengthen international trust so as to
create someday the conditions for a halt to the pro-
duction of nuclear weapons, and treaty on general
and complete disarmament that liquidates, in par-
ticular, nuclear weapons and their delivery vehicles
from national arsenals.

The wording of the NPT's Article VI arguably im-
poses only a vague obligation on all NPT signato-
ries to move in the general direction of nuclear and
total disarmament, saying, "Each of the Parties to
the Treaty undertakes to pursue negotiations in good
faith on effective measures relating to cessation of
the nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear
disarmament, and on a treaty on general and com-
plete disarmament."

Under this interpretation, Article VI does not
strictly require all signatories to actually conclude
a disarmament treaty. Rather, it only requires them
"to negotiate in good faith."

On the other hand, some governments, especially
non-nuclear-weapon states belonging to the Non-
Aligned Movement, have interpreted Article VI's
language as being anything but vague. In their view,
Article VI constitutes a formal and specific obliga-
tion on the NPT-recognized nuclear-weapon states
to disarm themselves of nuclear weapons, and ar-
gue that these states have failed to meet their obli-
gation.

Some government delegations to the Conference on
Disarmament have put forth proposals for a com-
plete and universal disarmament, but no disarma-
ment treaty has emerged from these proposals. Crit-
ics of the NPT-recognized nuclear-weapon states
sometimes argue that what they view as the failure
of the NPT-recognized nuclear weapon states to dis-
arm themselves of nuclear weapons, especially in
the post-Cold War era, has angered some non-
nuclear-weapon NPT signatories of the NPT. Such
failure, these critics add, provides justification for
the non-nuclear-weapon signatories to quit the NPT
and develop their own nuclear arsenals.

Other observers have suggested that the linkage be-
tween proliferation and disarmament may also work
the other way, i.e., that the failure to resolve prolif-
eration threats in Iran and North Korea, for instance,
will cripple the prospects for disarmament. No cur-
rent nuclear weapons state, the argument goes,
would seriously consider eliminating its last nuclear
weapons without high confidence that other coun-
tries would not acquire them.

Some observers have even suggested that the very
progress of disarmament by the superpowers which
has led to the elimination of thousands of weapons
and delivery systems could eventually make the
possession of nuclear weapons more attractive by
increasing the perceived strategic value of a small
arsenal.
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As one U.S. official and NPT expert warned in 2007,
"logic suggests that as the number of nuclear weap-
ons decreases, the 'marginal utility' of a nuclear
weapon as an instrument of military power in-
creases. At the extreme, which it is precisely
disarmament’s hope to create, the strategic utility
of even one or two nuclear weapons would be huge."

Third Pillar: Peaceful use of
Nuclear Energy

The third pillar allows for and agrees upon the trans-
fer of nuclear technology and materials to NPT sig-
natory countries for the development of civilian
nuclear energy programs in those countries, as long
as they can demonstrate that their nuclear programs
are not being used for the development of nuclear
weapons.

Since very few of the states with nuclear energy pro-
grams are willing to abandon the use of nuclear en-
ergy, the third pillar of the NPT under Article IV
provides other states with the possibility to do the
same, but under conditions intended to make it dif-
ficult to develop nuclear weapons.

The treaty recognizes the inalienable right of sov-
ereign states to use nuclear energy for peaceful pur-
poses, but restricts this right for NPT parties to be
exercised "in conformity with Articles I and II" (the
basic nonproliferation obligations that constitute the
"first pillar" of the Treaty).

As the commercially popular light water reactor
nuclear power station uses enriched uranium fuel,
it follows that states must be able either to enrich
uranium or purchase it on an international market.
Mohamed ElBaradei, Director General of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency, has called the
spread of enrichment and reprocessing capabilities
the "Achilles' heel" of the nuclear nonproliferation
regime. As of 2007 13 states have an enrichment
capability.

Because the availability of fissile material has long
been considered the principal obstacle to, and "pac-

ing element" for, a country's nuclear weapons de-
velopment effort, it was declared a major emphasis
of U.S. policy in 2004 to prevent the further spread
of uranium enrichment and plutonium reprocess-
ing (a.k.a. "ENR") technology.

Countries possessing ENR capabilities, it is feared,
have what is in effect the option of using this capa-
bility to produce fissile material for weapons use
on demand, thus giving them what has been termed
a "virtual" nuclear weapons program.

The degree to which NPT members have a "right"
to ENR technology notwithstanding its potentially
grave proliferation implications, therefore, is at the
cutting edge of policy and legal debates surround-
ing the meaning of Article IV and its relation to
Articles I, II, and III of the Treaty.

Countries that have signed the treaty as Non-Nuclear
Weapons States and maintained that status have an
unbroken record of not building nuclear weapons.
However, Iraq was cited by the IAEA and sanctioned
by the UN Security Council for violating its NPT
safeguards obligations; North Korea never came into
compliance with its NPT safeguards agreement and
was cited repeatedly for these violations, and later
withdrew from the NPT and tested multiple nuclear
devices; Iran was found in non-compliance with its
NPT safeguards obligations in an unusual non-con-
sensus decision because it "failed in a number of
instances over an extended period of time" to report
aspects of its enrichment program; and Libya pur-
sued a clandestine nuclear weapons program before
abandoning it in December 2003.

In 1991 Romania reported previously undeclared
nuclear activities by the former regime and the IAEA
reported this non-compliance to the Security Coun-
cil for information only. In some regions, the fact
that all neighbors are verifiably free of nuclear weap-
ons reduces any pressure individual states might feel
to build those weapons themselves, even if neigh-
bors are known to have peaceful nuclear energy pro-
grams that might otherwise be suspicious. In this,
the treaty works as designed.
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In 2004, Mohamed ElBaradei, the then Director
General of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), said that by some estimates thirty-five to
forty states could have the knowledge to develop
nuclear weapons.

Key articles
Article I: Each nuclear-weapons state (NWS) un-
dertakes not to transfer, to any recipient, nuclear
weapons, or other nuclear explosive devices, and not
to assist any non-nuclear weapon state to manufac-
ture or acquire such weapons or devices.

Article II: Each non-NWS party undertakes not to
receive, from any source, nuclear weapons, or other
nuclear explosive devices; not to manufacture or
acquire such weapons or devices; and not to receive
any assistance in their manufacture.

Article III: Each non-NWS party undertakes to
conclude an agreement with the IAEA for the appli-
cation of its safeguards to all nuclear material in all
of the state's peaceful nuclear activities and to pre-
vent diversion of such material to nuclear weapons
or other nuclear explosive devices.

Article IV: 1. Nothing in this Treaty shall be in-
terpreted as affecting the inalienable right of all the
Parties to the Treaty to develop research, produc-
tion and use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes
without discrimination and in conformity with Ar-
ticles I and II of this Treaty.

2. All the Parties to the Treaty undertake to facili-
tate, and have the right to participate in, the fullest
possible exchange of equipment, materials and sci-
entific and technological information for the peace-
ful uses of nuclear energy. Parties to the Treaty in a
position to do so shall also co-operate in contribut-
ing alone or together with other States or interna-
tional organizations to the further development of
the applications of nuclear energy for peaceful pur-
poses, especially in the territories of non-nuclear-
weapon States Party to the Treaty, with due consid-
eration for the needs of the developing areas of the
world.

Article VI. The states undertake to pursue "nego-
tiations in good faith on effective measures relating
to cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early date
and to nuclear disarmament", and towards a "Treaty
on general and complete disarmament under strict
and effective international control".

Article X. Establishes the right to withdraw from
the Treaty giving 3 months' notice. It also estab-
lishes the duration of the Treaty (25 years before
1995 Extension Initiative).

History
The impetus behind the NPT was concern for the
safety of a world with many nuclear weapon states.
It was recognized that the cold war deterrent rela-
tionship between just the United States and Soviet
Union was fragile. More nuclear players reduced
security for all, multiplying the risks of miscalcu-
lation, accident or unauthorized use, or through the
escalation of a small nuclear conflict.

The NPT process was launched by Frank Aiken, Irish
Minister for External Affairs, in 1958. It was opened
for signature in 1968, with Finland the first State to
sign. By 1992 all five then-declared nuclear powers
had signed the treaty, and the treaty was renewed in
1995 (and followed by the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty in 1996). Several NPT signatories have given
up nuclear weapons or nuclear weapons programs.
South Africa undertook a nuclear weapons program,
allegedly with the assistance of Israel in the 1970s,
and may have conducted a nuclear test in the Atlan-
tic ocean in 1979, but has since renounced its nuclear
program and signed the treaty in 1991 after destroy-
ing its small nuclear arsenal. Several former Soviet
Republics destroyed or transferred to Russia the
nuclear weapons inherited from the Soviet Union.

United States-NATO nuclear
weapons sharing

At the time the treaty was being negotiated, NATO
had in place secret nuclear weapons sharing agree-
ments whereby the United States provided nuclear
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weapons to be deployed by, and stored in, other
NATO states. Some argue this is an act of prolifera-
tion violating Articles I and II of the treaty.

A counter-argument is that the U.S. controlled the
weapons in storage within the NATO states, and that
no transfer of the weapons or control over them was
intended "unless and until a decision were made to
go to war, at which the treaty would no longer be
controlling", so there is no breach of the NPT. These
agreements were disclosed to a few of the states,
including the Soviet Union, negotiating the treaty,
but most of the states that signed the NPT in 1968
would not have known about these agreements and
interpretations at that time.

As of 2005, it is estimated that the United States
still provides about 180 tactical B61 nuclear bombs
for use by Belgium, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands
and Turkey under these NATO agreements. Many
states, and the Non-Aligned Movement, now argue
this violates Articles I and II of the treaty, and are
applying diplomatic pressure to terminate these
agreements.

They point out that the pilots and other staff of the
"non-nuclear" NATO states practice handling and
delivering the U.S. nuclear bombs, and non-U.S.
warplanes have been adapted to deliver U.S. nuclear
bombs which must have involved the transfer of
some technical nuclear weapons information. NATO
believes its "nuclear forces continue to play an es-
sential role in war prevention, but their role is now
more fundamentally political".

NATO officials also point out that no nuclear weap-
ons have ever been given over to non-U.S. control
by the United States, so therefore there cannot have
been a violation of Article I (which prohibits trans-
ferring "nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive
devices or control over such weapons or explosive
devices") or Article II (which bars "receiv[ing] the
transfer from any transferor whatsoever of nuclear
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices or of
control over such weapons or explosive devices").

U.S. nuclear sharing policies were originally de-
signed to help prevent the proliferation of nuclear

weapons—not least by persuading the then West
Germany not to develop an independent nuclear ca-
pability by assuring it that West Germany would
be able, in the event of war with the Warsaw Pact,
to wield (U.S.) nuclear weapons in self-defense.

(Until that point of all-out war, however, the weap-
ons themselves would remain "safely" in U.S. hands.)
The point was to limit the spread of countries hav-
ing their own nuclear weapons programs, helping
ensure that NATO allies would not choose to go
down the proliferation route.

(West Germany was discussed in U.S. intelligence
estimates for a number of years as being a country
with the potential to develop nuclear weapons ca-
pabilities of its own if officials in Bonn were not
convinced that their defense against the Soviet Union
and its allies could otherwise be met.)

India, Israel and Pakistan
Three states—India, Israel, and Pakistan—have de-
clined to sign the treaty. India and Pakistan are con-
firmed nuclear powers, and Israel has a long-stand-
ing policy of deliberate ambiguity (see List of coun-
tries with nuclear weapons). These countries argue
that the NPT creates a club of "nuclear haves" and a
larger group of "nuclear have-nots" by restricting
the legal possession of nuclear weapons to those
states that tested them before 1967, but the treaty
never explains on what ethical grounds such a dis-
tinction is valid.

India and Pakistan have publicly announced posses-
sion of nuclear weapons and have detonated nuclear
devices in tests, India having first done so in 1974
and Pakistan following suit in 1998 in response to
another Indian test. India is estimated to have
enough fissile material for more than 150 warheads.
Pakistan reportedly has between 80 and 120 war-
heads according to the former head of its strategic
arms division. India is one of the few countries to
have a no first use policy, a pledge not to use nuclear
weapons unless first attacked by an adversary using
nuclear weapons.
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The main reason India cites for not signing the NPT
and for possessing nuclear weapons is that China is
one of the "nuclear haves." India's External Affairs
Minister Pranab Mukherjee said during a visit to
Tokyo in 2007: "If India did not sign the NPT, it is
not because of its lack of commitment for non-pro-
liferation, but because we consider NPT as a flawed
treaty and it did not recognise the need for univer-
sal, non-discriminatory verification and treatment."
China and India have a longstanding border dispute,
including a border war in 1962.

According to leaked intelligence, Israel has been
developing nuclear weapons at its Dimona site in
the Negev since 1958, and many nonproliferation
analysts like David Albright estimate that Israel may
have stockpiled between 100 to 200 warheads using
the plutonium reprocessed from Dimona. The Is-
raeli government refuses to confirm or deny pos-
session of nuclear weapons, although this is now
regarded as an open secret after Israeli low level
nuclear technician Mordechai Vanunu—later ab-
ducted and jailed by Israel—revealed the program
to the British Sunday Times in 1986.

In early March 2006, India and the United States
finalized a deal, having critics in both countries, to
provide India with US civilian nuclear technology.
Under the deal India has committed to classify 14
of its 22 nuclear power plants as being for civilian
use and to place them under IAEA safeguards.
Mohamed ElBaradei, the Director General of the
IAEA, welcomed the deal by calling India "an im-
portant partner in the non-proliferation regime."

In December 2006, United States Congress approved
the United States-India Peaceful Atomic Energy
Cooperation Act that was cemented during Presi-
dent Bush's visit to India earlier in the year. The
legislation allows for the transfer of civilian nuclear
material to India. Despite its status outside the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, India was granted
these transactions on the basis of its clean non-pro-
liferation record, and India's unusually high need
for energy fueled by its rapid industrialization and
a billion-plus population.

On August 1, 2008, the IAEA approved the India
Safeguards Agreement and on September 6, 2008,
India was granted the waiver at the Nuclear Suppli-
ers Group (NSG) meeting held in Vienna, Austria.
The consensus was arrived after overcoming mis-
givings expressed by Austria, Ireland and New
Zealand and is an unprecedented step in giving ex-
emption to a country, which has not signed the NPT
and the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).

While India could commence nuclear trade with
other willing countries. The U.S. Congress approved
this agreement and the President signed it on 8 Oc-
tober 2008.

The NSG Guidelines currently rule out nuclear ex-
ports by all major suppliers to Pakistan and Israel,
with very narrow exceptions, since neither has full-
scope IAEA safeguards (i.e. safeguards on all its
nuclear activities). Attempts by Pakistan to reach a
similar agreement have been rebuffed by the United
States and other NSG members.

The argument put forth is that not only does Paki-
stan lack the same energy requirements but that the
track record of Pakistan as a nuclear proliferator
makes it impossible for it to have any sort of nuclear
deal in the near future.

On September 18, 2009 the General Conference of
the International Atomic Energy Agency called on
Israel to open its nuclear facilities to IAEA inspec-
tion and adhere to the non-proliferation treaty as
part of a resolution on "Israeli nuclear capabilities,"
which passed by a narrow margin of 49-45 with 16
abstentions. The chief Israeli delegate stated that
"Israel will not co-operate in any matter with this
resolution."

North Korea
North Korea ratified the treaty on December 12,
1985, but gave notice of withdrawal from the treaty
on January 10, 2003 following U.S. allegations that
it had started an illegal enriched uranium weapons
program, and the U.S. subsequently stopping fuel
oil shipments under the Agreed Framework which
had resolved plutonium weapons issues in 1994.

 Section -6 (CSE Pre Special 2010)

http://www.UPSCPORTAL.COM


Copyright © 2010 |  WWW.UPSCPORTAL.COM 73

The withdrawal became effective April 10, 2003
making North Korea the first state ever to withdraw
from the treaty. North Korea had once before an-
nounced withdrawal, on March 12, 1993, but sus-
pended that notice before it came into effect.

On February 10, 2005, North Korea publicly de-
clared that it possessed nuclear weapons and pulled
out of the six-party talks hosted by China to find a
diplomatic solution to the issue. "We had already
taken the resolute action of pulling out of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty and have manufactured
nuclear arms for self-defence to cope with the Bush
administration's evermore undisguised policy to
isolate and stifle the DPRK [Democratic People's
Republic of Korea]," a North Korean Foreign Min-
istry statement said regarding the issue. Six-party
talks resumed in July 2005.

On September 19, 2005, North Korea announced
that it would agree to a preliminary accord. Under
the accord, North Korea would scrap all of its exist-
ing nuclear weapons and nuclear production facili-
ties, rejoin the NPT, and readmit IAEA inspectors.
The difficult issue of the supply of light water reac-
tors to replace North Korea's indigenous nuclear
power plant program, as per the 1994 Agreed Frame-
work, was left to be resolved in future discussions.
On the next day North Korea reiterated its known
view that until it is supplied with a light water re-
actor it will not dismantle its nuclear arsenal or re-
join the NPT.

On October 2, 2006, the North Korean foreign min-
ister announced that his country was planning to
conduct a nuclear test "in the future", although it
did not state when. On Monday, October 9, 2006 at
01:35:27 (UTC) the United States Geological Sur-
vey detected a magnitude 4.2 seismic event 70 km
(45 miles) north of Kimchaek, North Korea indi-
cating a nuclear test. The North Korean government
announced shortly afterward that they had com-
pleted a successful underground test of a nuclear fis-
sion device.

In 2007, reports from Washington suggested that
the 2002 CIA reports stating that North Korea was
developing an enriched uranium weapons program,

which led to North Korea leaving the NPT, had
overstated or misread the intelligence.

On the other hand, even apart from these press alle-
gations—which some critics worry could have been
planted in order to justify the United States giving
up trying to verify the dismantlement of
Pyongyang's uranium program in the face of North
Korean intransigence—there remains some infor-
mation in the public record indicating the existence
of a uranium effort.

Quite apart from the fact that North Korean First
Vice Minister Kang Sok Ju at one point admitted
the existence of a uranium enrichment program,
Pakistan's then-President Musharraf revealed that
the A.Q. Khan proliferation network had provided
North Korea with a number of gas centrifuges de-
signed for uranium enrichment.

Additionally, press reports have cited U.S. officials
to the effect that evidence obtained in dismantling
Libya’s WMD programs points toward North Ko-
rea as the source for Libya's uranium hexafluoride
(UF6) -- which, if true, would mean that North Korea
has a uranium conversion facility for producing feed-
stock for centrifuge enrichment.

Iran
Iran is a party to the NPT, but was found in non-
compliance with its NPT safeguards agreement and
the status of its nuclear program remains in dispute.
In November 2003 IAEA Director General
Mohamed ElBaradei reported that Iran had repeat-
edly and over an extended period failed to meet its
safeguards obligations, including by failing to de-
clare its uranium enrichment program.

After about two years of EU3-led diplomatic efforts
and Iran temporarily suspending its enrichment pro-
gram, the IAEA Board of Governors, acting under
Article XII.C of the IAEA Statute, found in a rare
non-consensus decision with 12 abstentions that
these failures constituted non-compliance with the
IAEA safeguards agreement.
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This was reported to the UN Security Council in
2006, after which the Security Council passed a reso-
lution demanding that Iran suspend its enrichment.
Instead, Iran resumed its enrichment program.

The IAEA has been able to verify the non-diversion
of declared nuclear material in Iran, and is continu-
ing its work on verifying the absence of undeclared
activities. In February 2008, the IAEA also reported
that it was working to address "alleged studies" of
weaponization, based on documents provided by
certain Member States, which those states claimed
originated from Iran.

Iran rejected the allegations as "baseless" and the
documents as "fabrications." In June 2009, the IAEA
reported that Iran had not “cooperated with the
Agency in connection with the remaining issues ...
which need to be clarified to exclude the possibility
of military dimensions to Iran’s nuclear program.”
The United States concluded that Iran violated its
Article III NPT safeguards obligations, and further
argued based on circumstantial evidence that Iran's
enrichment program was for weapons purposes and
therefore violated Iran's Article II nonproliferation
obligations.

The November 2007 US National Intelligence Esti-
mate (NIE) later concluded that Iran had halted an
active nuclear weapons program in the fall of 2003
and that it had remained halted as of mid-2007. The
NIE's "Key Judgments," however, also made clear
that what Iran had actually stopped in 2003 was only
"nuclear weapon design and weaponization work and
covert uranium conversion-related and uranium
enrichment-related work"-namely, those aspects of
Iran's nuclear weapons effort that had not by that
point already been leaked to the press and become
the subject of IAEA investigations.

Since Iran's uranium enrichment program at
Natanz—and its continuing work on a heavy water
reactor at Arak that would be ideal for plutonium
production—began secretly years before in conjunc-
tion with the very weaponization work the NIE dis-
cussed and for the purpose of developing nuclear
weapons, many observers find Iran's continued de-
velopment of fissile material production capabili-
ties distinctly worrying.

Particularly because fissile material availability has
long been understood to be the principal obstacle to
nuclear weapons development and the primary "pac-
ing element" for a weapons program, the fact that
Iran has reportedly suspended weaponization work
may not mean very much. As U.S. Director of Na-
tional Intelligence Mike McConnell has put it, the
aspects of its work that Iran allegedly suspended
were thus "probably the least significant part of the
program."

Iran states it has a legal right to enrich uranium for
peaceful purposes under the NPT, and further says
that it "has constantly complied with its obligations
under the NPT and the Statute of the International
Atomic Energy Agency". Iran also states that its
enrichment program is part of its civilian nuclear
energy program, which is allowed under Article IV
of the NPT. The Non-Aligned Movement has wel-
comed the continuing cooperation of Iran with the
IAEA and reaffirmed Iran's right to the peaceful uses
of nuclear technology.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has welcomed
the continued dialogue between Iran and the IAEA,
and has called for a peaceful resolution to the issue.

South Africa
South Africa also deserves a special mention as the
only country that developed nuclear weapons by it-
self and later dismantled them - unlike the former
Soviet states Ukraine, Belarus and Kazakhstan,
which inherited nuclear weapons from the former
USSR, and also acceded to the NPT as non-nuclear
weapon states.

During the days of apartheid, the white South Afri-
can government developed a deep fear of both a black
uprising and the threat of communism. This led to
the development of a secret nuclear weapons pro-
gram as an ultimate deterrent. South Africa has a
large supply of uranium, which is mined in the
country's gold mines. The government built a
nuclear research facility at Pelindaba near Pretoria
where uranium was enriched to fuel grade for the
nuclear power plant at Koeberg as well as weapon
grade for bomb production.
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In 1991, after international pressure and when a
change of government was imminent, South Afri-
can Ambassador to the United States Harry Schwarz
signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. In
1993, the then president Frederik Willem de Klerk
openly admitted that the country had developed a
limited nuclear weapon capability. These weapons
were subsequently dismantled prior to accession to
the NPT. South Africa then opened itself up to IAEA
for inspection. In 1994 the IAEA completed its work
and declared that the country had fully dismantled
its nuclear weapons program.

Libya
Libya had signed and ratified the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty and was subject to IAEA nuclear
safeguards inspections, but undertook a secret
nuclear weapons development program in violation
of its NPT obligations, using material and technol-
ogy provided by the A.Q. Khan proliferation net-
work—including actual nuclear weapons designed
allegedly originating in China.

Libya began secret negotiations with the United
States and the United Kingdom in March 2003 over
potentially eliminating its WMD programs. In Oc-
tober 2003, Libya was embarrassed by the interdic-
tion of a shipment of Pakistani-designed centrifuge
parts sent from Malaysia, also as part of A. Q. Khan's
proliferation ring.

In December 2003, Libya announced that it had
agreed to eliminate all its WMD programs, and
permitted U.S. and British teams (as well as IAEA
inspectors) into the country to assist this process and
verify its completion. The nuclear weapons designs,
gas centrifuges for uranium enrichment, and other
equipment—including prototypes for improved
SCUD ballistic missiles—were removed from Libya
by the United States.

(Libyan chemical weapons stocks and chemical
bombs were also destroyed on site with international
verification, with Libya joining the Chemical Weap-
ons Convention.) Libya's noncompliance with its
IAEA safeguards was reported to the U.N. Security

Council, but with no action taken, as Libya's return
to compliance with safeguards and Article II of the
NPT was welcomed.

Leaving the treaty
Article X allows a state to leave the treaty if "ex-
traordinary events, related to the subject matter of
this Treaty, have jeopardized the supreme interests
of its country", giving three months' (ninety days')
notice. The state is required to give reasons for leav-
ing the NPT in this notice.

NATO states argue that when there is a state of "gen-
eral war" the treaty no longer applies, effectively
allowing the states involved to leave the treaty with
no notice. This is a necessary argument to support
the NATO nuclear weapons sharing policy, but a
troubling one for the logic of the treaty.

NATO's argument is based on the phrase "the con-
sequent need to make every effort to avert the dan-
ger of such a war" in the treaty preamble, inserted
at the behest of U.S. diplomats, arguing that the
treaty would at that point have failed to fulfill its
function of prohibiting a general war and thus no
longer be binding. Many states do not accept this
argument. See United States-NATO nuclear weap-
ons sharing above.

North Korea has also caused an uproar by its use of
this provision of the treaty. Article X.1 only requires
a state to give three months' notice in total, and does
not provide for other states to question a state's in-
terpretation of "supreme interests of its country".

In 1993, North Korea gave notice to withdraw from
the NPT. However, after 89 days, North Korea
reached agreement with the United States to freeze
its nuclear program under the Agreed Framework
and "suspended" its withdrawal notice.

In October 2002, the United States accused North
Korea of violating the Agreed Framework by pur-
suing a secret uranium enrichment program, and
suspended shipments of heavy fuel oil under that
agreement. In response, North Korea expelled IAEA
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inspectors, disabled IAEA equipment, and, on Janu-
ary 10, 2003, announced that it was ending the sus-
pension of its previous NPT withdrawal notifica-
tion. North Korea said that only one more day's
notice was sufficient for withdrawal from the NPT,
as it had given 89 days before.

The IAEA Board of Governors rejected this inter-
pretation. Most countries held that a new three-
months withdrawal notice was required, and some
questioned whether North Korea's notification met
the "extraordinary events" and "supreme interests"
requirements of the Treaty. The Joint Statement of
September 19, 2005 at the end of the Fourth Round
of the Six-Party Talks called for North Korea to "re-
turn" to the NPT, implicitly acknowledging that it
had withdrawn.

Recent and coming events
The 2000 Review Conference had as main outcome
the definition in practical terms of the nuclear weap-
ons states' disarmament obligations, summarized in
the so called Thirteen Points.

The inclusion of (civilian) nuclear power in the July
2005 Asia-Pacific Partnership for Clean Develop-
ment and Climate was politically sensitive, as In-
dia, which tested its first atomic bomb in 1974, re-
fused to sign the NPT. Prior to the announcement
of the Asia-Pacific Partnership, on 18 July 2005, US
President George W. Bush had met Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and declared that he
would work to change US law and international rules
to permit trade in US civilian nuclear technology
with India.

Some, such as British columnist George Monbiot,
argue that the U.S.-India nuclear deal, in combina-
tion with US attempts to deny Iran (an NPT signa-
tory) civilian nuclear fuel-making technology, may
destroy the NPT regime, while others[who?] con-
tend that such a move will likely bring India, an
NPT non-signatory, under closer international scru-
tiny.

At the Seventh Review Conference in May 2005,
there were stark differences between the United
States, which wanted the conference to focus on non-
proliferation, especially on its allegations against
Iran, and most other countries, who emphasized the
lack of serious nuclear disarmament by the nuclear
powers. The non-aligned countries reiterated their
position that NATO's nuclear sharing arrangement
violates the treaty.

The 2010 Review Conference will be held in May
2010 in New York City and is seen as critical to
consolidate the nuclear nonproliferation regime,
based on the treaty. The 2009 Session of the NPT
Preparatory Committee, held in May, failed to de-
liver an agreed recommendation for the upcoming
Review Conference, but even so, it has been consid-
ered successful to define the main issues to be dis-
cussed during the meeting.

The "Global Summit on Nuclear Security" took place
April 12-13, 2010. The summit was proposed by
President Obama in Prague and is intended to
strengthen the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty in
conjunction with the Proliferation Security Initia-
tive and the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear
Terrorism. Forty seven states and three international
organizations took part in the Summit, which is-
sued a communiqué and a work plan.

Criticism and responses
Some argue that the NWS have not fully complied,
in practice, with their commitments mentioned in
NPT. Article VI of the treaty requires NPT parties
to "pursue negotiations" on an end to the arms race,
"nuclear disarmament, and on a treaty on general
and complete disarmament." Yet thousands of
nuclear weapons remain, some on high alert, long
after the end of the cold war. In January 2002, a re-
port by the Defense Department following the U.S.
Nuclear Posture Review recommended the devel-
opment of nuclear weapons designed to destroy
hardened and deeply-buried targets, but the result-
ing Robust Nuclear Earth Penetrator never gained
full Congressional support and was canceled in 2005.
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The representative of Ghana, on behalf of the Non-
Aligned Movement and the African Group said dis-
armament and non-proliferation were complemen-
tary and mutually reinforcing and that, "Without
tangible progress in disarmament, the current em-
phasis on non-proliferation cannot be sustained."

The United States responds to criticism of its disar-
mament record by pointing out that since the end of
the Cold War it has eliminated over 13,000 nuclear
weapons and eliminated over 80% of its deployed
strategic warheads and 90% of non-strategic war-
heads deployed to NATO, in the processing elimi-
nating whole categories of warheads and delivery
systems and reducing its reliance on nuclear weap-
ons.

U.S. officials have also pointed out the United States'
ongoing—and, throughout 2007, sharply accelerat-
ing work to dismantle nuclear warheads. When cur-
rent accelerated dismantlement efforts ordered by
President George W. Bush have been completed, the
U.S. arsenal will be less than a quarter of its size at
the end of the Cold War, and smaller than it has
been at any point since the Eisenhower administra-
tion, well before the drafting of the NPT.

The United States has also purchased many thou-
sands of weapons' worth of uranium formerly in
Soviet nuclear weapons for conversion into reactor
fuel. (As a consequence of this latter effort, it has
been estimated that the equivalent of one lightbulb
in every ten in the United States is powered by
nuclear fuel removed from warheads previously tar-
geted at the United States and its allies during the
Cold War.) The U.S. Special Representative for
Nuclear Nonproliferation agreed that nonprolifera-
tion and disarmament are linked, noting that they
can be mutually reinforcing but also that growing
proliferation risks create an environment that makes
disarmament more difficult.

The United Kingdom, France and Russia likewise
defend their nuclear disarmament records, and the
five NPT NWS issued a joint statement in 2008 re-
affirming their Article VI disarmament commit-
ments. As discussed above, the precise nature of

nuclear weapons state obligations, if any, under
Article VI of the Treaty is sharply contested.

Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
(CTBT) bans all nuclear explosions in all environ-
ments, for military or civilian purposes. It was
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly
on 10 September 1996 but it has not yet entered into
force.

The Treaty was adopted by the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly on 10 September 1996. It opened for
signature in New York on 24 September 1996, when
it was signed by 71 States, including five of the eight
then nuclear-capable states. As of November 2009,
151 states have ratified the CTBT and another 31
states have signed but not yet ratified it.

The treaty will enter into force 180 days after the
44 states listed in Annex 2 of the treaty have ratified
it. These "Annex 2 states" are states that participated
in the CTBT’s negotiations between 1994 and 1996
and possessed nuclear power reactors or research
reactors at that time. As of April 2009, nine Annex
2 states have not ratified the treaty: China, Egypt,
Indonesia, Iran, Israel and the United States have
already signed the Treaty, whereas India, North
Korea and Pakistan have not yet signed it.

Obligations
(Article I): 1. Each State Party undertakes not to
carry out any nuclear weapon test explosion or any
other nuclear explosion, and to prohibit and prevent
any such nuclear explosion at any place under its
jurisdiction or control.

2. Each State Party undertakes, furthermore, to re-
frain from causing, encouraging, or in any way par-
ticipating in the carrying out of any nuclear weapon
test explosion or any other nuclear explosion.
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History
Arms control advocates had campaigned for the
adoption of a treaty banning all nuclear explosions
since the early 1950s, when public concern was
aroused as a result of radioactive fall-out from at-
mospheric nuclear tests and the escalating arms race.

Over 50 nuclear explosions were registered between
16 July 1945, when the first nuclear explosive test
was conducted by the United States at Alamogordo,
New Mexico, and 31 December 1953. Prime Min-
ister Nehru of India voiced the heightened interna-
tional concern in 1954, when he proposed the elimi-
nation of all nuclear test explosions worldwide.
However, within the context of the Cold War, skep-
ticism about the capability to verify compliance
with a comprehensive nuclear test ban treaty posed
a major obstacle to any agreement.

Partial Test Ban Treaty, 1963
Limited success was achieved with the signing of
the Partial Test Ban Treaty in 1963, which banned
nuclear tests in the atmosphere, underwater and in
space. Neither France nor China signed the PTBT.
However, the treaty was ratified 80 to 19, and signed
by President JFK.

Nuclear Non-proliferation
Treaty, 1968

A major step towards non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons came with the signing of the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty (NPT) in 1968. Under the NPT,
non-nuclear weapon states were prohibited from,
inter alia, possessing, manufacturing or acquiring
nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices.

All signatories, including nuclear weapon states,
were committed to the goal of total nuclear disar-
mament. However, nations like India have not rati-
fied the NPT on grounds that such a treaty is funda-
mentally discriminatory as it places limitations on
states that do not have nuclear weapons while mak-

ing no efforts to curb weapons development by de-
clared nuclear weapons states.

Negotiations for the CTBT
Given the political situation prevailing in the sub-
sequent decades, little progress was made in nuclear
disarmament until 1991. Parties to the PTBT held
an amendment conference that year to discuss a pro-
posal to convert the Treaty into an instrument ban-
ning all nuclear-weapon tests; with strong support
from the UN General Assembly, negotiations for a
comprehensive test-ban treaty began in 1993.

Adoption of the CTBT, 1996
Intensive efforts were made over the next three years
to draft the Treaty text and its two annexes. How-
ever, the Conference on Disarmament, in which
negotiations were being held, did not succeed in
reaching consensus on the adoption of the text.

Under the direction of Prime Minister John Howard
and Foreign Minister Alexander Downer Australia
then sent the text to the United Nations General
Assembly in New York, where it was submitted as
a draft resolution. On 10 September 1996, the Com-
prehensive Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) was adopted by
a large majority, exceeding two-thirds of the Gen-
eral Assembly's Membership.

US ratification of the CTBT
The US has signed the CTBT, but not ratified it.
There is ongoing debate whether or not the US
should ratify the CTBT.

The CTBT for the United States is conditioned
on:

A: The conduct of a Science Based Stock-
pile Stewardship Program program to ensure a high
level of confidence in the safety and reliability of
nuclear weapons in the active stockpile, including
the conduct of a broad range of effective and con-
tinuing experimental programs.
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B: The maintenance of modern nuclear laboratory
facilities and programs in theoretical and explor-
atory nuclear technology which will attract, retain,
and ensure the continued application of our human
scientific resources to those programs on which con-
tinued progress in nuclear technology depends.

C: The maintenance of the basic capability to re-
sume nuclear test activities prohibited by the CTBT
should the United States cease to be bound to ad-
here to this treaty.

D: Continuation of a comprehensive research and
development program to improve our treaty moni-
toring capabilities and operations.

E: The continuing development of a broad range of
intelligence gathering and analytical capabilities
and operations to ensure accurate and comprehen-
sive information on worldwide nuclear arsenals,
nuclear weapons development programs, and re-
lated nuclear programs.

F: The understanding that if the President of the
United States is informed by the Secretary of De-
fense and the Secretary of Energy (DOE) -- advised
by the Nuclear Weapons Council, the Directors of
DOE's nuclear weapons laboratories and the Com-
mander of the U.S.

Strategic Command -- that a high level of confi-
dence in the safety or reliability of a nuclear weapon
type which the two Secretaries consider to be criti-
cal to the U.S. nuclear deterrent could no longer be
certified, the President, in consultation with Con-
gress, would be prepared to withdraw from the
CTBT under the standard "supreme national inter-
ests" clause in order to conduct whatever testing
might be required.

Proponents of ratification claim that it would
:  1. Establish an international norm that would push
other nuclear-capable countries like North Korea,
Pakistan, and India to sign.

2. Constrain worldwide nuclear proliferation by
vastly limiting a country's ability to make nuclear
advancements that only testing can ensure.

3. Not compromise US national security because
the Science Based Stockpile Stewardship Program
serves as a means for maintaining current US nuclear
capabilities without physical detonation.

On 13 October 1999, the United States Senate re-
jected ratification of the CTBT. President Barack
Obama stated during his 2008 election campaign
that "As president, I will reach out to the Senate to
secure the ratification of the CTBT at the earliest
practical date."

Monitoring of the CTBT
Geophysical and other technologies are used to
monitor for compliance with the Treaty: seismol-
ogy, hydroacoustics, infrasound, and radionuclide
monitoring. The technologies are used to monitor
the underground, the waters and the atmosphere for
any sign of a nuclear explosion. Statistical theories
and methods are integral to CTBT monitoring pro-
viding confidence in verification analysis. Once the
Treaty enters into force, on site inspection will be
provided for where concerns about compliance arise.

The Preparatory Commission for the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO), an
international organization headquartered in Vienna,
Austria, was created to build the verification regime,
including establishment and provisional operation
of the network of monitoring stations, the creation
of an international data centre, and development of
the On Site Inspection capability.

The monitoring network consists of 337 facilities
located all over the globe. As of September 2009,
close to 250 facilities have been certified. The moni-
toring stations register data that is transmitted to
the international data centre in Vienna for process-
ing and analysis. The data is sent to states that have
signed the Treaty.

Threshold Test Ban Treaty
The Treaty on the Limitation of Underground
Nuclear Weapon Tests, also known as the Thresh-
old Test Ban Treaty (or TTBT), was signed in July
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1974 by the USA and the USSR. It establishes a
nuclear "threshold," by prohibiting nuclear tests of
devices having a yield exceeding 150 kilotons
(equivalent to 150,000 tons of TNT).

The threshold is militarily important since it re-
moves the possibility of testing new or existing
nuclear weapons going beyond the fractional-mega-
ton range. In the 1960s, many tests above 150 kilo-
tons were conducted by both countries. The mutual
restraint imposed by the Treaty reduced the explo-
sive force of new nuclear warheads and bombs which
could otherwise be tested for weapons systems.

Of particular significance was the relationship be-
tween explosive power of reliable, tested warheads
and first-strike capability. Agreement on the Thresh-
old Test Ban Treaty was reached during the summit
meeting in Moscow in July 1974.

Provisions
The treaty included a protocol which detailed tech-
nical data to be exchanged and which limited weapon
testing to specific designated test sites to assist veri-
fication. The data to be exchanged included infor-
mation on the geographical boundaries and geol-
ogy of the testing areas.

Geological data -- including such factors as density
of rock formation, water saturation, and depth of
the water table -- are useful in verifying test yields
because the seismic signal produced by a given un-
derground nuclear explosion varies with these fac-
tors at the test location. After an actual test has taken
place, the geographic coordinates of the test loca-
tion are to be furnished to the other party, to help in
placing the test in the proper geological setting and
thus in assessing the yield.

The treaty also stipulates that data will be exchanged
on a certain number of tests for calibration purposes.
By establishing the correlation between stated yields
of explosions at the specified sites and the seismic
signals produced, this exchange improved assess-
ments by both parties of the yields of nuclear explo-
sions based primarily on the measurements derived

from their seismic instruments. The tests used for
calibration purposes may be tests conducted in the
past or new tests.

Agreement to exchange the detailed data described
above represented a significant degree of direct co-
operation by the two major nuclear powers in the
effort to control nuclear weapons. For the first time,
each party agreed to make available to the other data
relating to its nuclear weapons test program.

Technical issues
The technical problems associated with a yield
threshold were recognized by the sides in the spring
of 1974. In this context the Soviet Union mentioned
the idea of some kind of a "mistakes" understanding
concerning occasional, minor, unintended breaches.
Discussions on the subject of such an understanding
took place in the autumn of 1974 and in the spring
of 1976.

The Soviet Union was informed by the United States
that the understanding reached would be included
as part of the public record associated with submit-
ting the Treaty to the Senate for advice and consent
to ratification. The entire understanding is as fol-
lows:

Both Parties will make every effort to comply fully
with all the provisions of the TTB Treaty. How-
ever, there are technical uncertainties associated
with predicting the precise yields of nuclear weap-
ons tests. These uncertainties may result in slight,
unintended breaches of the 150 kiloton threshold.

Therefore, the two sides have discussed this prob-
lem and agreed that: (1) one or two slight, unin-
tended breaches per year would not be considered a
violation of the Treaty; (2) such breaches would be
a cause for concern, however, and, at the request of
either Party, would be the subject for consultations.
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Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Forces Treaty

The Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty
(INF) is a 1987 agreement between the United States
and the Soviet Union. Signed in Washington, D.C.
by U.S. President Ronald Reagan and General Sec-
retary Mikhail Gorbachev on December 8, 1987, it
was ratified by the United States Senate on May 27,
1988 and came into force on June 1 of that year. The
treaty is formally titled The Treaty Between the
United States of America and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics on the Elimination of Their In-
termediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles.

The treaty eliminated nuclear and conventional
ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles with
intermediate ranges, defined as between 500-5,500
km (300-3,400 miles). By the treaty's deadline of
June 1, 1991, a total of 2,692 of such weapons had
been destroyed, 846 by the U.S. and 1,846 by the
Soviet Union, which was much more unequal in
number of INF warheads destroyed. Under the treaty
both nations were allowed to inspect each other's
military installations.

History
The longer range, greater accuracy, mobility and
striking power of the new missile was perceived to
alter the security of Western Europe. After discus-
sions, NATO agreed to a two part strategy - firstly
to pursue arms control negotiations with the Soviet
Union to reduce their and the American INF arse-
nals; secondly to deploy in Europe from 1983 up to
464 ground-launched cruise missiles (GLCM) and
108 Pershing II ballistic missiles.

Until the late 1970s NATO had clear superiority
over USSR in INF systems because Soviets possessed
only liquid-fueled, single warhead, very inaccurate
and easy to destroy IRBMs and a few hundreds
equally outdated subsonic heavy bombers of Tu-16
and Tu-22 types.

In contrast, NATO and USAFE had Mirage IV, V-
force and brand-new F-111 bombers in addition to
French, British, and US precise, solid propelled
IRBMs and SLBMs based in Europe and on adjacent
waters. So Soviet attempts to close the "INF gap"
by SS-20 and Tu-22M deployment was met with
NATO moves to secure Western alliance nuclear
advantage in Europe thanks to GLCM and Pershing
II installation.

Despite dissatisfaction with the deployment of US
weapons in Europe, the Soviet Union agreed to open
negotiations and preliminary discussions began in
Geneva in 1980. Formal talks began in September
1981 with the US "Zero option" offer - the com-
plete elimination of all Pershing, GLCM, SS-20, SS-
4 and SS-5 missiles.

Following disagreement over the exclusion of Brit-
ish and French delivery systems, the talks were sus-
pended by the Soviet delegation in November 1983.
In 1984, despite public protest, the US began to de-
ploy INF systems in West Germany, Italy, and the
United Kingdom.

In March 1986 negotiations between the US and the
Soviet Union resumed, covering not only the INF
issue but also separate discussions on strategic weap-
ons (START I) and space issues (NST). In late 1985
both sides were moving towards limiting INF sys-
tems in Europe and Asia.

On January 15, 1986, Gorbachev announced a So-
viet proposal for a ban on all nuclear weapons by
2000, which included INF missiles in Europe. This
was dismissed by the US and countered with a
phased reduction of INF launchers in Europe and
Asia to none by 1989. There would be no constraints
on British and French nuclear forces.

A series of meetings in August and September 1986
culminated in the Reykjavík Summit between
Reagan and Gorbachev on October 11, 1986. Both
agreed in principle to remove INF systems from
Europe and to equal global limits of 100 INF mis-
sile warheads. Gorbachev also proposed deeper and
more fundamental changes in the strategic relation-
ship.

 Section -6 (CSE Pre Special 2010)

http://www.UPSCPORTAL.COM


Copyright © 2010 |  WWW.UPSCPORTAL.COM 82

More detailed negotiations extended throughout
1987, aided by the decision of West Geman Chan-
cellor Helmut Kohl in August to unilaterally remove
the joint U.S.-West German Pershing IA systems.
The treaty text was finally agreed in September
1987.

New START
New START (for STrategic Arms Reduction Treaty)
(Russian: ???-III) is a bilateral nuclear arms reduc-
tion treaty between the United States and Russia that
was signed in 2010. It is a follow-up to the 1991
START I treaty, which expired in December 2009,
and to START II and the 2002 Treaty of Moscow
(SORT), which was due to expire in December 2012.

Prolonged talks were conducted by U.S. and Rus-
sian delegations in Geneva, led on the American side
by U.S. State Department Assistant Secretary Rose
Gottemoeller. The Russian delegation was headed
by Anatoly Antonov, director of security and disar-
mament at the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Presidents Barack Obama and Dmitry Medvedev
then announced on 26 March 2010 that they had
reached an agreement. The new treaty was signed
on 8 April 2010 in Prague by Obama and Medvedev.

It will limit the number of operationally deployed
nuclear warheads to 1,550, which is down nearly
two-thirds from the original START treaty and is
30% lower than the deployed strategic warhead limit
of the 2002 Moscow Treaty and it will limit to 800
the number of deployed and non-deployed inter-
continental ballistic missile (ICBM) launchers, sub-
marine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) launch-
ers, and heavy bombers equipped for nuclear arma-
ments. Also it will limit the number of ICBMs,
SLBMs, and deployed heavy bombers equipped for
nuclear armaments to 700.

These obligations must be met within seven years
from the date the new treaty enters into force. The
treaty will last ten years, with an option to renew it
for up to five years upon agreement of both parties.
The treaty first has to be ratified by the United States
Senate and the Federation Council of the Russian

Federation. Once that is done, the treaty will enter
into force on the date of the exchange of instruments
of ratification.

The number of operationally inactive stockpiled
nuclear warheads will remain in the high thousands
in both the Russian and United States inventories.

The number of nuclear missile launchers will be
reduced by half. A new inspection and verification
regime will be established, replacing the mechanism
defined by the earlier treaty.

The new treaty has been described in the press as
"substantial".

NPT Review Conference
In May, the 2010 review conference for the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT) will be held at United Nations Headquarters
in New York.

Context
Three major events occurred prior to the NPT
Review Conference:

è The New START treaty was signed on April 8,
2010 in Prague by U.S. President Obama and Rus-
sian President Medvedev.

è The Nuclear Security Summit (2010) was held
on April 12–13, 2010.

è Iran held the Tehran International Conference
on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation, 2010 on
April 17–18, 2010.

Participants
A delegation headed by Foreign Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki will represent Iran at the con-
ference.
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Nuclear disarmament
Nuclear disarmament refers to both the act of re-
ducing or eliminating nuclear weapons and to the
end state of a nuclear-free world, in which nuclear
weapons are completely eliminated.

Proponents of nuclear disarmament say that it would
lessen the probability of nuclear war occurring, es-
pecially accidentally. Critics of nuclear disarmament
say that it would undermine deterrence.

History
The movement for disarmament has varied from
nation to nation over times.

A few prominent proponents of disarmament argued
in the earliest days of the Cold War that the cre-
ation of an international watchdog organization
could be used to enforce a ban against the creation
of nuclear weapons. This initial movement largely
failed. During the 1960s, a much stronger popular
movement against nuclear weapons developed, ral-
lying primarily around the fear of nuclear fallout
from nuclear testing.

After the Partial Test Ban Treaty (1963), which pro-
hibited atmospheric testing, the movement against
nuclear weapons somewhat subsided in the 1970s
(and was replaced in part by a movement against
nuclear power). In the 1980s, a popular movement
for nuclear disarmament again gained strength in
the light of the weapons build-up and aggressive
rhetoric of US President Ronald Reagan. After the
end of the Cold War in the early 1990s the momen-
tum again faded.

In the USSR, voices against nuclear weapons were
few and far between as there was no "public" to speak
of as a political factor. Certain citizens who had
become prominent enough to safely criticize the
Soviet government, such as Andrei Sakharov, did
speak out against nuclear weapons, but to little ef-
fect.

When the extreme danger intrinsic to nuclear war
and the possession of nuclear weapons became ap-
parent to all sides during the Cold War, a series of
disarmament and nonproliferation treaties were
agreed upon between the United States, the Soviet
Union, and several other states throughout the world.
Many of these treaties involved years of negotia-
tions, and seemed to result in important steps to-
ward creating a nuclear weapons free world.

Key treaties
Partial Test Ban Treaty (PTBT) - 1963: Prohibited
all testing of nuclear weapons except underground.

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) - signed
1968, came into force 1970: An international treaty
(currently with 189 member states) to limit the
spread of nuclear weapons. The treaty has three
main pillars: nonproliferation, disarmament, and the
right to peacefully use nuclear technology.

Interim Agreement on Offensive Arms (SALT I) -
1972: The Soviet Union and the United States agreed
to a freeze in the number of intercontinental ballis-
tic missiles (ICBMs) and submarine-launched bal-
listic missiles (SLBMs) that they would deploy.

Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM) - 1972: The
United States and Soviet Union could deploy ABM
interceptors at two sites, each with up to 100
ground-based launchers for ABM interceptor mis-
siles. In a 1974 Protocol, the US and Soviet Union
agreed to only deploy an ABM system to one site.

Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT II) - 1979:
Replacing SALT I, SALT II limited both the Soviet
Union and the United States to an equal number of
ICBM launchers, SLBM launchers, and heavy bomb-
ers. Also placed limits on Multiple Independent
Reentry Vehicles (MIRVS).

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) -
1987: Created a global ban on short- and long-range
nuclear weapons systems, as well as an intrusive
verification regime.
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Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START I) - signed
1991, ratified 1994: Limited long-range nuclear
forces in the United States and the newly indepen-
dent states of the former Soviet Union to 6,000 at-
tributed warheads on 1,600 ballistic missiles and
bombers.

Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty II (START II) -
signed 1993, never put into force: START II was a
bilateral agreement between the US and Russia
which attempted to commit each side to deploy no
more than 3,000 to 3,500 warheads by December
2007 and also included a prohibition against deploy-
ing multiple independent reentry vehicles (MIRVs)
on intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs)

Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty (SORT or
Moscow Treaty) - signed 2002, into force 2003: A
very loose treaty that is often criticized by arms
control advocates for its ambiguity and lack of
depth, Russia and the United States agreed to re-
duce their "strategic nuclear warheads" (a term that
remain undefined in the treaty) to between 1,700
and 2,200 by 2012.

Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) - signed
1996, not yet in force: The CTBT is an international
treaty (currently with 181 state signatures and 148
state ratifications) that bans all nuclear explosions
in all environments. While the treaty is not in force,
Russia has not tested a nuclear weapon since 1990
and the United States has not since 1992.

New START Treaty - signed 2010, not yet ratified
by either Russia or the United States.

Only one country has been known to ever dismantle
their nuclear arsenal completely—the apartheid
government of South Africa apparently developed
half a dozen crude fission weapons during the 1980s,
but they were dismantled in the early 1990s.

NATO's European theatre
After the fall of the Soviet Union, a number of
former Soviet republics (Belarus, Ukraine, and
Kazakhstan) found themselves in possession of So-

viet nuclear weapons, but they were given to Russia
(who took responsibility and ownership of the So-
viet arsenal) in exchange for negative security as-
surances and financial compensation from the
United States and the Russian Federation.

As part of an effort to reduce nuclear tensions be-
tween US and Russia after the end of the Cold War,
a delegation from the Russian Ministry of Defence
led by US-Russian national Alexander M. Dokychuk,
during an official visit to the US in 1992, stated in a
live televised program that Russian nuclear missiles
will never again be pointed at US cities.

Organizations
Many organizations and networks exist which dis-
tribute information and put pressure on govern-
ments, e.g. the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament
(CND), which advocated a policy of unilateral
nuclear disarmament in the United Kingdom to-
gether with the Labour far left, specifically the
Bevanites, leading it to become Labour Party policy
in 1960-61 and again in 1980-89.

There was also a strong peace camp movement.
Many people still felt the need for a nuclear deter-
rent, especially since the Cold War was still ongo-
ing, and this policy is believed to have been a major
cause of Labour's defeat in the 1983 election.

In 1955, 11 leading scientists and intellectuals signed
the Russell-Einstein Manifesto, warning of the dan-
gers posed by nuclear weapons and calling on world
leaders to find peaceful solutions to international
tensions. This was followed in 1957 by the first of
the Pugwash Conferences on Science and World
Affairs hosted by Cyrus S. Eaton in Pugwash, Nova
Scotia.

The 1985 Nobel peace prize-winning International
Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War
(IPPNW) advocates abolition of all nuclear weap-
ons. In 2006, it initiated the International Campaign
to Abolish Nuclear Weapons.
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The Council for a Livable World, founded by nuclear
physicist Leo Szilard, and its sister organization, the
Center for Arms Control and Non-Proliferation,
have both advocated for a reduction in global nuclear
stockpiles and for an increase in non proliferation
efforts.

In the U.S. an organization for nuclear disarmament
is Peace Action - National Committee for a Sane
Nuclear Policy.

US nuclear policy
Despite a general trend toward disarmament in the
early 1990s, the George W. Bush administration
repeatedly pushed to fund policies that would al-
legedly make nuclear weapons more usable in the
post-Cold War environment. To date the U.S. Con-
gress has refused to fund many of these policies.
However, some feel that even considering such pro-
grams harms the credibility of the United States as
a proponent of nonproliferation.

Recent controversial U.S.
nuclear policies

Reliable Replacement Warhead Program (RRW):
This program seeks to replace existing warheads
with a smaller number of warhead types designed
to be easier to maintain without testing. Critics
charge that this would lead to a new generation of
nuclear weapons and would increase pressures to
test. Congress has not funded this program.

Complex Transformation: Complex transformation,
formerly know as Complex 2030, is an effort to shrink
the U.S. nuclear weapons complex and restore the
ability to produce “pits” the fissile cores of the pri-
maries of U.S. thermonuclear weapons. Critics see
it as an upgrade to the entire nuclear weapons com-
plex to support the production and maintenance of
the new generation of nuclear weapons. Congress
has not funded this program.

Nuclear bunker buster: Formally knows as the Ro-
bust Nuclear Earth Penetrator (RNEP), this program

aimed to modify an existing gravity bomb to pen-
etrate into soil and rock in order to destroy under-
ground targets. Critics argue that this would lower
the threshold for use of nuclear weapons. Congress
did not fund this proposal, which was later with-
drawn.

Missile Defense: Formerly known as National Mis-
sile Defense, this program seeks to build a network
of interceptor missiles to protect the United States
and its allies from incoming missiles, including
nuclear-armed missiles. Critics have argued that this
would impede nuclear disarmament and possibly
stimulate a nuclear arms race. Elements of missile
defense are being deployed in Poland and the Czech
Republic, despite Russian opposition.

Former U.S. officials Henry Kissinger, George
Shultz, Bill Perry and Sam Nunn proposed in Janu-
ary 2007 that the United States rededicate itself to
the goal of eliminating nuclear weapons, conclud-
ing: “We endorse setting the goal of a world free of
nuclear weapons and working energetically on the
actions required to achieve that goal.” Arguing a
year later that “with nuclear weapons more widely
available, deterrence is decreasingly effective and
increasingly hazardous,” the authors concluded that
although “it is tempting and easy to say we can't get
there from here, . . . we must chart a course” toward
that goal. During his Presidential campaign, U.S.
President Elect Barack Obama pledged to “set a goal
of a world without nuclear weapons, and pursue it.”

U.S. policy options for
nuclear terrorism

The United States has taken the lead in ensuring that
nuclear materials globally are properly safeguarded.
A popular program that has received bipartisan do-
mestic support for over a decade is the Cooperative
Threat Reduction Program (CTR). While this pro-
gram has been deemed a success, its funding levels
need to be increased so as to ensure that all danger-
ous nuclear materials are secured in the most expe-
ditious manner possible.
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The CTR program has led to several other innova-
tive and important nonproliferation programs that
need to continue to be a budget priority in order to
ensure that nuclear weapons do not spread to actors
hostile to the United States.

Key programs
Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR): The CTR pro-
gram provides funding to help Russia secure mate-
rials that might be used in nuclear or chemical weap-
ons as well as to dismantle weapons of mass de-
struction and their associated infrastructure in Rus-
sia.

Global Threat Reduction Initiative (GTRI): Expand-
ing on the success of the CTR, the GTRI will expand
nuclear weapons and material securing and dis-
mantlement activities to states outside of the former
Soviet Union.

Other states
While the vast majority of states have adhered to
the stipulations of the Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty, a few states have either refused to sign the
treaty or have pursued nuclear weapons programs
while not being members of the treaty.

Many view the pursuit of nuclear weapons by these
states as a threat to nonproliferation and world peace,
and therefore seek policies to discourage the spread
of nuclear weapons to these states, a few of which
are often described by the US as "rogue states".

Declared nuclear weapon states not party to
the NPT:

è Indian nuclear weapons - 60-80 active warheads.

è Pakistani nuclear weapons - 70-90 active war-
heads

è North Korean nuclear weapons - <10 active war-
heads
Undeclared nuclear weapon states not party

to the NPT:
Israeli nuclear weapons - 75 - 200 active warheads

Nuclear weapon states not party to the NPT
that disarmed and joined the NPT as non-
nuclear weapons states:

South African nuclear weapons - disarmed from
1989-1993

Former Soviet states that disarmed and joined
the NPT as non-nuclear weapons states:

è Belarus

è Kazakhstan

è Ukraine

Non-nuclear weapon states party to the NPT cur-
rently accused of seeking nuclear weapons:

Iranian nuclear weapons
program

Non-nuclear weapon states party to the NPT
who acknowledged and eliminated past
nuclear weapons programs:

è Libyan nuclear weapons program

è Nuclear proliferation

Nuclear proliferation is a term now used to describe
the spread of nuclear weapons, fissile material, and
weapons-applicable nuclear technology and infor-
mation, to nations which are not recognized as
"Nuclear Weapon States" by the Treaty on the Non-
proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, also known as
the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty or NPT.

Proliferation has been opposed by many nations with
and without nuclear weapons, the governments of
which fear that more countries with nuclear weap-
ons may increase the possibility of nuclear warfare
(up to and including the so-called "countervalue"
targeting of civilians with nuclear weapons), de-sta-
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bilize international or regional relations, or infringe
upon the national sovereignty of states.

Four nations besides the five recognized Nuclear
Weapons States, none of which signed or ratified
the NPT, have acquired, or are presumed to have
acquired, nuclear weapons: India, Pakistan, North
Korea, and Israel. One critique of the NPT is that it
is discriminatory in recognizing as nuclear weapon
states only those counties that tested nuclear weap-
ons before 1968 and requiring all other states join-
ing the treaty to forswear nuclear weapons.

Nuclear proliferation
Research into the development of nuclear weapons
was undertaken during World War II by the United
States, the United Kingdom, Germany, Japan, and
the USSR. The United States was the first and is the
only country to have used a nuclear weapon in war,
when it used two bombs against Japan in August
1945.

With their loss during the war, Germany and Japan
ceased to be involved in any nuclear weapon re-
search. In August 1949, the USSR tested a nuclear
weapon. The United Kingdom tested a nuclear
weapon in October 1952. France developed a nuclear
weapon in 1960. The People's Republic of China
detonated a nuclear weapon in 1964. India exploded
a nuclear device in 1974, and Pakistan tested a
weapon in 1998. In 2006, North Korea conducted a
nuclear test.

Non-proliferation efforts
Early efforts to prevent nuclear proliferation in-
volved intense government secrecy, the wartime
acquisition of known uranium stores (the Combined
Development Trust), and at times even outright
sabotage—such as the bombing of a heavy-water
facility thought to be used for a German nuclear
program. None of these efforts were explicitly pub-
lic, owing to the fact that the weapon developments
themselves were kept secret until the bombing of
Hiroshima.

Earnest international efforts to promote nuclear non-
proliferation began soon after World War II, when
the Truman Administration proposed the Baruch
Plan of 1946, named after Bernard Baruch, America's
first representative to the United Nations Atomic
Energy Commission. The Baruch Plan, which drew
heavily from the Acheson-Lilienthal Report of 1946,
proposed the verifiable dismantlement and destruc-
tion of the U.S. nuclear arsenal (which, at that time,
was the only nuclear arsenal in the world) after all
governments had cooperated successfully to accom-
plish two things:

(1) the establishment of an "international atomic
development authority," which would actually own
and control all military-applicable nuclear materi-
als and activities, and

(2) the creation of a system of automatic sanctions,
which not even the U.N. Security Council could veto,
and which would proportionately punish states at-
tempting to acquire the capability to make nuclear
weapons or fissile material.

Although the Baruch Plan enjoyed wide interna-
tional support, it failed to emerge from the UNAEC
because the Soviet Union planned to veto it in the
Security Council. Still, it remained official Ameri-
can policy until 1953, when President Eisenhower
made his "Atoms for Peace" proposal before the U.N.
General Assembly.

Eisenhower's proposal led eventually to the creation
of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
in 1957. Under the "Atoms for Peace" program thou-
sands of scientists from around the world were edu-
cated in nuclear science and then dispatched home,
where many later pursued secret weapons programs
in their home country.

Efforts to conclude an international agreement to
limit the spread of nuclear weapons did not begin
until the early 1960s, after four nations (the United
States, the Soviet Union, Britain and France) had
acquired nuclear weapons.

Although these efforts stalled in the early 1960s, they
renewed once again in 1964, after China detonated
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a nuclear weapon. In 1968, governments represented
at the Eighteen Nation Disarmament Committee
(ENDC) finished negotiations on the text of the NPT.

In June 1968, the U.N. General Assembly endorsed
the NPT with General Assembly Resolution 2373
(XXII), and in July 1968, the NPT opened for signa-
ture in Washington, DC, London and Moscow. The
NPT entered into force in March 1970.

Since the mid-1970s, the primary focus of non-pro-
liferation efforts has been to maintain, and even in-
crease, international control over the fissile mate-
rial and specialized technologies necessary to build
such devices because these are the most difficult and
expensive parts of a nuclear weapons program.

The main materials whose generation and distribu-
tion is controlled are highly enriched uranium and
plutonium. Other than the acquisition of these spe-
cial materials, the scientific and technical means for
weapons construction to develop rudimentary, but
working, nuclear explosive devices are considered
to be within the reach of industrialized nations.

Since its founding by the United Nations in 1957,
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has
promoted two, sometimes contradictory, missions:
on the one hand, the Agency seeks to promote and
spread internationally the use of civilian nuclear
energy; on the other hand, it seeks to prevent, or at
least detect, the diversion of civilian nuclear energy
to nuclear weapons, nuclear explosive devices or
purposes unknown.

The IAEA now operates a safeguards system as speci-
fied under Article III of the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT) of 1968, which aims to ensure
that civil stocks of uranium, plutonium, as well as
facilities and technologies associated with these
nuclear materials, are used only for peaceful pur-
poses and do not contribute in any way to prolifera-
tion or nuclear weapons programs.

Dual use technology
Dual use technology refers to the possibility of mili-
tary use of civilian nuclear power technology.

The enriched uranium used in most nuclear reac-
tors is not concentrated enough to build a bomb.
Most nuclear reactors run on 4% enriched uranium;
Little Boy used 80% enriched uranium; while lower
enrichment levels could be used, the minimum
bomb size would rapidly become unfeasibly large
as the level was decreased. However, the same
plants and technology used to enrich uranium for
power generation can be used to make the highly
enriched uranium needed to build a bomb.

In addition, the plutonium produced in power reac-
tors, if separated from spent fuel through chemical
reprocessing (much less technically challenging than
isotopic separation), can be used for a bomb. While
the plutonium resulting from normal reactor fuel-
ing cycles is less than ideal for weapons use because
of the concentration of Pu-240, a usable weapon can
be produced from it.

If the reactor is operated on very short fueling cycles,
bomb-grade plutonium can be produced. However,
such operation would be virtually impossible to
camouflage in many reactor designs, as the frequent
shutdowns for refueling would be obvious, for in-
stance in satellite photographs.

Fast breeder reactors require reprocessing, gener-
ate more plutonium than they consume (and more
than non-breeders), and can produce better than
weapons-grade plutonium. New technology for
breeder reactors, like SSTAR, may lessen the risk
of nuclear proliferation by providing sealed reac-
tors with a limited self-contained fuel supply that
could be remotely shut down in case of tampering.

International cooperation
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty

At present, 189 countries are States Parties to the
Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weap-
ons, more commonly known as the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty or NPT. These include the five
Nuclear Weapons States (NWS) recognized by the
NPT: the People's Republic of China, France, Rus-
sian Federation, the UK, and the United States.
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Notable non-signatories to the NPT are Israel, Pa-
kistan, and India (the latter two have since tested
nuclear weapons, while Israel is considered by most
to be an unacknowledged nuclear weapons state).

North Korea was once a signatory but withdrew in
January 2003. The legality of North Korea's with-
drawal is debatable but as of 9 October 2006, North
Korea clearly possesses the capability to make a
nuclear explosive device.

International Atomic Energy
Agency

The IAEA was established on 29 July 1957 to help
nations develop nuclear energy for peaceful pur-
poses. Allied to this role is the administration of
safeguards arrangements to provide assurance to the
international community that individual countries
are honoring their commitments under the treaty.
Though established under its own international
treaty, the IAEA reports to both the United Nations
General Assembly and the Security Council.

The IAEA regularly inspects civil nuclear facilities
to verify the accuracy of documentation supplied to
it. The agency checks inventories, and samples and
analyzes materials. Safeguards are designed to de-
ter diversion of nuclear material by increasing the
risk of early detection. They are complemented by
controls on the export of sensitive technology from
countries such as UK and United States through
voluntary bodies such as the Nuclear Suppliers
Group.

The main concern of the IAEA is that uranium not
be enriched beyond what is necessary for commer-
cial civil plants, and that plutonium which is pro-
duced by nuclear reactors not be refined into a form
that would be suitable for bomb production.

Scope of safeguards
Traditional safeguards are arrangements to account
for and control the use of nuclear materials. This
verification is a key element in the international

system which ensures that uranium in particular is
used only for peaceful purposes.

Parties to the NPT agree to accept technical safe-
guard measures applied by the IAEA. These require
that operators of nuclear facilities maintain and de-
clare detailed accounting records of all movements
and transactions involving nuclear material.

Over 550 facilities and several hundred other loca-
tions are subject to regular inspection, and their
records and the nuclear material being audited. In-
spections by the IAEA are complemented by other
measures such as surveillance cameras and instru-
mentation.

The inspections act as an alert system providing a
warning of the possible diversion of nuclear mate-
rial from peaceful activities. The system relies on;

1. Material Accountancy - tracking all inward and
outward transfers and the flow of materials in any
nuclear facility. This includes sampling and analy-
sis of nuclear material, on-site inspections, and re-
view and verification of operating records.

2. Physical Security - restricting access to nuclear
materials at the site.

3. Containment and Surveillance - use of seals, au-
tomatic cameras and other instruments to detect
unreported movement or tampering with nuclear
materials, as well as spot checks on-site.

All NPT non-weapons states must accept these full-
scope safeguards. In the five weapons states plus the
non-NPT states (India, Pakistan and Israel), facil-
ity-specific safeguards apply. IAEA inspectors regu-
larly visit these facilities to verify completeness and
accuracy of records.

The terms of the NPT cannot be enforced by the
IAEA itself, nor can nations be forced to sign the
treaty. In reality, as shown in Iraq and North Korea,
safeguards can be backed up by diplomatic, politi-
cal and economic measures.

 Section -6 (CSE Pre Special 2010)

http://www.UPSCPORTAL.COM


Copyright © 2010 |  WWW.UPSCPORTAL.COM 90

While traditional safeguards easily verified the cor-
rectness of formal declarations by suspect states, in
the 1990s attention turned to what might not have
been declared. While accepting safeguards at de-
clared facilities, Iraq had set up elaborate equipment
elsewhere in an attempt to enrich uranium to weap-
ons grade.

North Korea attempted to use research reactors (not
commercial electricity-generating reactors) and a
reprocessing plant to produce some weapons-grade
plutonium.

The weakness of the NPT regime lay in the fact that
no obvious diversion of material was involved. The
uranium used as fuel probably came from indig-
enous sources, and the nuclear facilities were built
by the countries themselves without being declared
or placed under safeguards. Iraq, as an NPT party,
was obliged to declare all facilities but did not do
so.

Nevertheless, the activities were detected and
brought under control using international diplo-
macy. In Iraq, a military defeat assisted this pro-
cess.

In North Korea, the activities concerned took place
before the conclusion of its NPT safeguards agree-
ment. With North Korea, the promised provision
of commercial power reactors appeared to resolve
the situation for a time, but it later withdrew from
the NPT and declared it had nuclear weapons.

Additional Protocol
In 1993 a program was initiated to strengthen and
extend the classical safeguards system, and a model
protocol was agreed by the IAEA Board of Gover-
nors 1997. The measures boosted the IAEA's ability
to detect undeclared nuclear activities, including
those with no connection to the civil fuel cycle.

Innovations were of two kinds. Some could be imple-
mented on the basis of IAEA's existing legal author-
ity through safeguards agreements and inspections.
Others required further legal authority to be con-

ferred through an Additional Protocol.

This must be agreed by each non-weapons state with
IAEA, as a supplement to any existing comprehen-
sive safeguards agreement. Weapons states have
agreed to accept the principles of the model addi-
tional protocol.

Key elements of the model Additional Pro-
tocol: The IAEA is to be given considerably more
information on nuclear and nuclear-related activi-
ties, including R & D, production of uranium and
thorium (regardless of whether it is traded), and
nuclear-related imports and exports.

IAEA inspectors will have greater rights of access.
This will include any suspect location, it can be at
short notice (e.g., two hours), and the IAEA can de-
ploy environmental sampling and remote monitor-
ing techniques to detect illicit activities.

States must streamline administrative procedures so
that IAEA inspectors get automatic visa renewal and
can communicate more readily with IAEA headquar-
ters.

Further evolution of safeguards is towards evalua-
tion of each state, taking account of its particular
situation and the kind of nuclear materials it has.
This will involve greater judgement on the part of
IAEA and the development of effective methodolo-
gies which reassure NPT States.

As of 9 October 2008, 127 countries have signed
Additional protocols, and 88 have brought them into
force. The IAEA is also applying the measures of
the Additional Protocol in Taiwan. Among the lead-
ing countries that have not signed the Additional
Protocol are Egypt, which says it will not sign until
Israel accepts comprehensive IAEA safeguards, and
Brazil, which opposes making the protocol a require-
ment for international cooperation on enrichment
and reprocessing, but has not ruled out signing.

 Section -6 (CSE Pre Special 2010)

http://www.UPSCPORTAL.COM


Copyright © 2010 |  WWW.UPSCPORTAL.COM 91

Limitations of Safeguards
The greatest risk from nuclear weapons prolifera-
tion comes from countries which have not joined
the NPT and which have significant unsafeguarded
nuclear activities; India, Pakistan, and Israel fall
within this category. While safeguards apply to
some of their activities, others remain beyond scru-
tiny.

A further concern is that countries may develop vari-
ous sensitive nuclear fuel cycle facilities and research
reactors under full safeguards and then subsequently
opt out of the NPT.

Bilateral agreements, such as insisted upon by Aus-
tralia and Canada for sale of uranium, address this
by including fallback provisions, but many coun-
tries are outside the scope of these agreements. If a
nuclear-capable country does leave the NPT, it is
likely to be reported by the IAEA to the UN Secu-
rity Council, just as if it were in breach of its safe-
guards agreement. Trade sanctions would then be
likely.

IAEA safeguards, together with bilateral safeguards
applied under the NPT can, and do, ensure that ura-
nium supplied by countries such as Australia and
Canada does not contribute to nuclear weapons pro-
liferation. In fact, the worldwide application of those
safeguards and the substantial world trade in ura-
nium for nuclear electricity make the proliferation
of nuclear weapons much less likely.

The Additional Protocol, once it is widely in force,
will provide credible assurance that there are no
undeclared nuclear materials or activities in the
states concerned. This will be a major step forward
in preventing nuclear proliferation.

Other developments
The Nuclear Suppliers Group communicated its
guidelines, essentially a set of export rules, to the
IAEA in 1978. These were to ensure that transfers
of nuclear material or equipment would not be di-

verted to unsafeguarded nuclear fuel cycle or nuclear
explosive activities, and formal government assur-
ances to this effect were required from recipients.

The Guidelines also recognised the need for physi-
cal protection measures in the transfer of sensitive
facilities, technology and weapons-usable materi-
als, and strengthened retransfer provisions. The
group began with seven members – the United
States, the former USSR, the UK, France, Germany,
Canada and Japan – but now includes 46 countries
including all five nuclear weapons states.

According to Kenneth D. Bergeron's Tritium on Ice:
The Dangerous New Alliance of Nuclear Weapons
and Nuclear Power, tritium is not classified as a 'spe-
cial nuclear material' but rather as a 'by-product'. It
is seen as an important litmus test on the serious-
ness of the United States' intention to nuclear dis-
arm.

This radioactive super-heavy hydrogen isotope is
used to boost the efficiency of fissile materials in
nuclear weapons. The United States resumed tritium
production in 2003 for the first time in 15 years.
This could indicate that there is a potential nuclear
arm stockpile replacement since the isotope natu-
rally decays.

In May 1995, NPT parties reaffirmed their com-
mitment to a Fissile Materials Cut-off Treaty to
prohibit the production of any further fissile mate-
rial for weapons. This aims to complement the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty of 1996 and to codify
commitments made by the United States, the UK,
France and Russia to cease production of weapons
material, as well as putting a similar ban on China.
This treaty will also put more pressure on Israel,
India and Pakistan to agree to international verifi-
cation.

On 9 August 2005, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei issued
a fatwa forbidding the production, stockpiling and
use of nuclear weapons. Khamenei's official state-
ment was made at the meeting of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Vienna. As of
February 2006 Iran formally announced that ura-
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nium enrichment within their borders has contin-
ued. Iran claims it is for peaceful purposes but the
United Kingdom, France, Germany, and the United
States claim the purpose is for nuclear weapons re-
search and construction.

Unsanctioned Nuclear
Activity

Non-signatory States

India, Pakistan and Israel have been "threshold"
countries in terms of the international non-prolif-
eration regime. They possess or are quickly capable
of assembling one or more nuclear weapons. They
have remained outside the 1970 NPT. They are thus
largely excluded from trade in nuclear plant or ma-
terials, except for safety-related devices for a few
safeguarded facilities.

In May 1998 India and Pakistan each exploded sev-
eral nuclear devices underground. This heightened
concerns regarding an arms race between them, with
Pakistan involving the People's Republic of China,
an acknowledged nuclear weapons state. Both coun-
tries are opposed to the NPT as it stands, and India
has consistently attacked the Treaty since its incep-
tion in 1970 labeling it as a lopsided treaty in favor
of the nuclear powers.

Relations between the two countries are tense and
hostile, and the risks of nuclear conflict between
them have long been considered quite high. Kash-
mir is a prime cause of bilateral tension, its sover-
eignty being in dispute since 1948. There is persis-
tent low level military conflict due to Pakistan back-
ing an insurgency there and the disputed status of
Kashmir.

Both engaged in a conventional arms race in the
1980s, including sophisticated technology and
equipment capable of delivering nuclear weapons.
In the 1990s the arms race quickened. In 1994 India
reversed a four-year trend of reduced allocations for
defence, and despite its much smaller economy,
Pakistan was expected to push its own expenditures
yet higher.

Both have lost their patrons: India, the former
USSR, and Pakistan, the United States.

But it is the growth and modernization of China's
nuclear arsenal and its assistance with Pakistan's
nuclear power programme and, reportedly, with
missile technology, which exacerbate Indian con-
cerns. In particular, Pakistan is aided by China's
People's Liberation Army, which operates somewhat
autonomously within that country as an exporter of
military material.

India
Nuclear power for civil use is well established in
India. Its civil nuclear strategy has been directed
towards complete independence in the nuclear fuel
cycle, necessary because of its outspoken rejection
of the NPT.

This self-sufficiency extends from uranium explo-
ration and mining through fuel fabrication, heavy
water production, reactor design and construction,
to reprocessing and waste management. It has a
small fast breeder reactor and is planning a much
larger one. It is also developing technology to utilise
its abundant resources of thorium as a nuclear fuel.

India has 14 small nuclear power reactors in
commercial operation, two larger ones un-
der construction, and ten more planned. The
14 operating ones (2548 MWe total) com-
prise:

Two 150 MWe BWRs from the United States,
which started up in 1969, now use locally-enriched
uranium and are under safeguards,

Two small Canadian PHWRs (1972 & 1980), also
under safeguards, and

Ten local PHWRs based on Canadian designs, two
of 150 and eight 200 MWe.

Two new 540 MWe and two 700 MWe plants
at tarapore (known as TAPP :Tarapore Atomic
Power Project)
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The two under construction and two of the planned
ones are 450 MWe versions of these 200 MWe do-
mestic products. Construction has been seriously
delayed by financial and technical problems.

In 2001 a final agreement was signed with Russia
for the country's first large nuclear power plant,
comprising two VVER-1000 reactors, under a Rus-
sian-financed US$3 billion contract. The first unit
is due to be commissioned in 2007. A further two
Russian units are under consideration for the site.

Nuclear power supplied 3.1% of India's electricity
in 2000 and this was expected to reach 10% by 2005.
Its industry is largely without IAEA safeguards,
though a few plants (see above) are under facility-
specific safeguards. As a result India's nuclear power
programme proceeds largely without fuel or tech-
nological assistance from other countries.

Its weapons material appears to come from a Cana-
dian-designed 40MW "research" reactor which
started up in 1960, well before the NPT, and a
100MW indigenous unit in operation since 1985.
Both use local uranium, as India does not import
any nuclear fuel. It is estimated that India may have
built up enough weapons-grade plutonium for a
hundred nuclear warheads.

It is widely believed that the nuclear programs of
India and Pakistan used CANDU reactors to pro-
duce fissionable materials for their weapons; how-
ever, this is not accurate. Both Canada (by supply-
ing the 40 MW research reactor) and the United
States (by supplying 21 tons of heavy water) sup-
plied India with the technology necessary to create
a nuclear weapons program, dubbed CIRUS (Canada-
India Reactor, United States). Canada sold India the
reactor on the condition that the reactor and any by-
products would be "employed for peaceful purposes
only."

Similarly, the United States sold India heavy water
for use in the reactor "only... in connection with re-
search into and the use of atomic energy for peace-
ful purposes". India, in violation of these agreements,
used the Canadian-supplied reactor and American-

supplied heavy water to produce plutonium for their
first nuclear explosion, Smiling Buddha. The Indian
government controversially justified this, however,
by claiming that Smiling Buddha was a "peaceful
nuclear explosion."

The country has at least three other research reac-
tors including the tiny one which is exploring the
use of thorium as a nuclear fuel, by breeding fissile
U-233. In addition, an advanced heavy-water tho-
rium cycle is under development.

India exploded a nuclear device in 1974, the so-called
Smiling Buddha test, which it has consistently
claimed was for peaceful purposes. Others saw it as
a response to China's nuclear weapons capability. It
was then universally perceived, notwithstanding
official denials, to possess, or to be able to quickly
assemble, nuclear weapons. In 1997 it deployed its
own medium-range missile and is now developing
a long-range missile capable of reaching targets in
China's industrial heartland.

In 1995 the United States quietly intervened to head
off a proposed nuclear test. However, in 1998 there
were five more tests in Operation Shakti. These were
unambiguously military, including one claimed to
be of a sophisticated thermonuclear device, and their
declared purpose was "to help in the design of
nuclear weapons of different yields and different
delivery systems".

Indian security policies are driven by:

Its determination to be recognized as a dominant
power in the region

Its increasing concern with China's expanding
nuclear weapons and missile delivery programmes

Its concern with Pakistan's capability to deliver
nuclear weapons deep into India

It perceives nuclear weapons as a cost-effective po-
litical counter to China's nuclear and conventional
weaponry, and the effects of its nuclear weapons
policy in provoking Pakistan is, by some accounts,
considered incidental.
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India has had an unhappy relationship with China.
After an uneasy ceasefire ended the 1962 war, rela-
tions between the two nations were frozen until
1998. Since then a degree of high-level contact has
been established and a few elementary confidence-
building measures put in place. China still occupies
some territory which it captured during the afore-
mentioned war, claimed by India, and India still
occupies some territory claimed by China. Its nuclear
weapon and missile support for Pakistan is a major
bone of contention.

American President George W. Bush met with In-
dia Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to discuss
India's involvement with nuclear weapons. The two
countries agreed that the United States would give
nuclear power assistance to India.

Pakistan
Pakistan is believed to have produced the material
for its weapons using Chinese help.

In Pakistan, nuclear power supplies only 1.7% of
the country's electricity. It has one small (125 MWe)
Canadian PHWR nuclear power reactor from 1971
which is under international safeguards, and a 300
MWe PWR supplied by China under safeguards,
which started up in May 2000. A third one, a Chi-
nese PWR, is planned. Enriched fuel for the PWRs
will be imported from China.

It also has a 9 MW research reactor of 1965 vin-
tage, and there are persistent reports of another "mul-
tipurpose" reactor, a 50 MW PHWR near Khushab,
which is presumed to have potential for producing
weapons plutonium.

Pakistan's concentration is on weapons technology,
particularly the production of highly enriched ura-
nium suitable for nuclear weapons, utilising indig-
enous uranium. It has at least one small centrifuge
enrichment plant. In 1990 the U.S. Administration
cut off aid because it was unable to certify that Pa-
kistan was not pursuing a policy of manufacturing
nuclear weapons.

This was relaxed late in 2001. In 1996 the United
States froze export loans to China because it was
allegedly supplying centrifuge enrichment technol-
ogy to Pakistan. Indian opinion is in no doubt about
Pakistan's nuclear weapons capability.

Pakistan has made it clear since early 1996 that it
had done the basic development work, and that if
India staged a nuclear test, Pakistan would imme-
diately start assembling its own nuclear explosive
device. It is assumed to now have enough highly-
enriched uranium for up to forty nuclear warheads.

In April 1998 Pakistan test fired a long-range mis-
sile capable of reaching Chennai in southern India,
pushing home the point by naming it after a 12th
century Muslim conqueror. This development re-
moved India's main military advantage over Paki-
stan. Pakistan's security concerns derive from India's
possession of a nuclear weapons capability.

In May 1998 Pakistan announced that they had con-
ducted six underground tests in the Chagai Hills,
five on the 28th and one on the 30th of that month.
Seismic events consistent with these claims were
recorded.

Pakistan-North Korea
Nuclear Proliferation and

Missile Cooperation
Pakistan and North Korea's efforts to acquire nuclear
weapons have had some similarities. Both countries
first attempted the plutonium route to acquire such
weapons and, when this was thwarted, turned to-
wards uranium enrichment.

Pakistan
In the 1970s, Pakistan first focused on the pluto-
nium route. They expected to obtain the fissile ma-
terial from a reprocessing plant provided by France.
This plan failed due to U.S. intervention. Pakistan,
not wanting to give up, redoubled its efforts to ob-
tain uranium enrichment technology. The main ef-
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forts towards this direction were done under Dr.
Abdul Qadeer Khan.

Dr. Khan had earlier worked with Fysisch
Dynamisch Onderzoekslaboratorium (FDO). FDO
was a subsidiary of the Dutch firm VMF-Stork based
in Amsterdam. From 1972 to 1975 Dr. Khan had
access to classified data used to enrich ordinary ura-
nium to weapons grade concentrations. FDO was
working on the development of ultra high-speed
centrifuges for URENCO.

In 1974 while he was on secondment for 17 days as
a translator to the URENCO plant in Almelo, he
obtained photographs and documents of the plant.
Dr. Khan returned to Pakistan in 1976 and initiated
the Uranium enrichment program on the basis of
the technology he had stolen from his previous em-
ployer. Dr. Khan relied on nuclear technology sup-
plied by American, Canadian, Swiss, German, Dutch,
British, Japanese and Russian companies.

Dr. Khan said of the assistance he got from the Japa-
nese, "Next month the Japanese would come here
and all the work would be done under their super-
vision." After the British Government stopped the
British subsidiary of the American Emerson Elec-
tric Co from shipping the nuclear technology to
Pakistan, Dr. Khan describes his frustration with a
supplier from Germany as "That man from the Ger-
man team was unethical. When he did not get the
order from us, he wrote a letter to a Labour Party
member and questions were asked in [British] Par-
liament."

His efforts made Dr. Khan into a national hero. In
1981, as a tribute, the president of Pakistan, Gen-
eral Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq, renamed the enrich-
ment plant the A. Q. Khan Research Laboratories.

In 2003, IAEA unearthed a nuclear black market with
close ties to Pakistan. It was widely believed to have
direct involvement of the government of Pakistan.
This claim could not be verified due to the refusal
of the government of Pakistan to allow IAEA to in-
terview the alleged head of the nuclear black mar-
ket, who happened to be no other than Dr. Khan.

Dr. Khan later confessed to his crimes on national
television, bailing out the government by taking full
responsibility. He confessed to nuclear proliferation
from Pakistan to Iran and North Korea. He was im-
mediately given presidential immunity. Exact na-
ture of the involvement at the governmental level
is still unclear, but the manner in which the gov-
ernment acted cast doubt on the sincerity of Paki-
stan.

North Korea
North Korea joined the NPT in 1985 and had subse-
quently signed a safeguards agreement with the
IAEA. However it was believed that North Korea
was diverting plutonium extracted from the fuel of
its reactor at Yongbyon, for use in nuclear weap-
ons. The subsequent confrontation with IAEA on the
issue of inspections and suspected violations, re-
sulted in North Korea threatening to withdraw from
the NPT in 1993.

This led to negotiations with the United States re-
sulting in the Agreed Framework of 1994, which
provided for IAEA safeguards being applied to its
reactors and spent fuel rods. These spent fuel rods
were sealed in canisters by the United States to pre-
vent North Korea from extracting plutonium from
them. North Korea had to therefore freeze its pluto-
nium programme.

During this period Pakistan-North Korea coopera-
tion in missile technology transfer was being estab-
lished. A high level Pakistani military delegation
visited North Korea in August-September 1992, re-
portedly to discuss the supply of Scud missile tech-
nology to Pakistan. In 1993, PM Benazir Bhutto
traveled to China and North Korea. The visits are
believed to be related to the subsequent acquisition
of Ghauri (North Korean No-dong) missiles by Pa-
kistan.

During the period 1992-1994, A.Q. Khan was re-
ported to have visited North Korea thirteen times.
The missile cooperation program with North Ko-
rea was under Dr. A. Q. Khan's Kahuta Research
Laboratories. At this time China was under U.S.
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pressure not to supply the M series of missiles to
Pakistan. This forced the latter (possibly with Chi-
nese connivance) to approach North Korea for mis-
sile transfers. Reports indicate that North Korea was
willing to supply missile sub-systems including
rocket motors, inertial guidance systems, control and
testing equipment of Scud SSMs for US$ 50 mil-
lion.

It is not clear what North Korea got in return. Jo-
seph S. Bermudez Jr. in Jane's Defence Weekly (27
November 2002) reports that Western analysts had
begun to question what North Korea received in
payment for the missiles; many suspected it was
nuclear technology and components. Khan's KRL
was in charge of both Pakistan's uranium enrich-
ment program and also of the missile program with
North Korea.

It is therefore likely during this period that coop-
eration in nuclear technology between Pakistan and
North Korea was initiated. Western intelligence
agencies began to notice exchange of personnel, tech-
nology and components between KRL and entities
of the North Korean 2nd Economic Committee (re-
sponsible for weapons production).

A New York Times report on 18 October 2002
quoted U.S. intelligence officials having stated that
Pakistan was a major supplier of critical equipment
to North Korea. The report added that equipment
such as gas centrifuges appeared to have been "part
of a barter deal" in which North Korea supplied
Pakistan with missiles.

Separate reports indicate (Washington Times, 22
November 2002) that U.S. intelligence had as early
as 1999 picked up signs that North Korea was con-
tinuing to develop nuclear arms. Other reports also
indicate that North Korea had been working covertly
to develop an enrichment capability for nuclear
weapons for at least five years and had used tech-
nology obtained from Pakistan (Washington Times,
18 October 2002).

Nuclear arms control in the
region

The public stance of the two states on non-prolif-
eration differs markedly. Pakistan appears to have
dominated a continuing propaganda debate.

Pakistan has initiated a series of regional security
proposals. It has repeatedly proposed a nuclear free
zone in South Asia and has proclaimed its willing-
ness to engage in nuclear disarmament and to sign
the Non-Proliferation Treaty if India would do so.
It has endorsed a United States proposal for a re-
gional five power conference to consider non-pro-
liferation in South Asia.

India has taken the view that solutions to regional
security issues should be found at the international
rather than the regional level, since its chief con-
cern is with China. It therefore rejects Pakistan's
proposals.

Instead, the 'Gandhi Plan', put forward in 1988, pro-
posed the revision of the Non-Proliferation Treaty,
which it regards as inherently discriminatory in fa-
vor of the nuclear-weapon States, and a timetable
for complete nuclear weapons disarmament. It en-
dorsed early proposals for a Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty and for an international convention to
ban the production of highly enriched uranium and
plutonium for weapons purposes, known as the 'cut-
off' convention.

The United States for some years, especially under
the Clinton administration, pursued a variety of ini-
tiatives to persuade India and Pakistan to abandon
their nuclear weapons programs and to accept com-
prehensive international safeguards on all their
nuclear activities. To this end, the Clinton adminis-
tration proposed a conference of the five nuclear-
weapon states, Japan, Germany, India and Pakistan.

India refused this and similar previous proposals,
and countered with demands that other potential
weapons states, such as Iran and North Korea, should
be invited, and that regional limitations would only
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be acceptable if they were accepted equally by China.
The United States would not accept the participa-
tion of Iran and North Korea and these initiatives
have lapsed.

Another, more recent approach, centers on 'capping'
the production of fissile material for weapons pur-
poses, which would hopefully be followed by 'roll
back'. To this end, India and the United States jointly
sponsored a UN General Assembly resolution in
1993 calling for negotiations for a 'cut-off' conven-
tion.

Should India and Pakistan join such a convention,
they would have to agree to halt the production of
fissile materials for weapons and to accept interna-
tional verification on their relevant nuclear facili-
ties (enrichment and reprocessing plants). It appears
that India is now prepared to join negotiations re-
garding such a Cut-off Treaty, under the UN Con-
ference on Disarmament.

Bilateral confidence-building measures between
India and Pakistan to reduce the prospects of con-
frontation have been limited. In 1990 each side rati-
fied a treaty not to attack the other's nuclear instal-
lations, and at the end of 1991 they provided one
another with a list showing the location of all their
nuclear plants, even though the respective lists were
regarded as not being wholly accurate.

Early in 1994 India proposed a bilateral agreement
for a 'no first use' of nuclear weapons and an exten-
sion of the 'no attack' treaty to cover civilian and
industrial targets as well as nuclear installations.

Having promoted the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty since 1954, India dropped its support in 1995
and in 1996 attempted to block the Treaty.

Following the 1998 tests the question has been re-
opened and both Pakistan and India have indicated
their intention to sign the CTBT. Indian ratification
may be conditional upon the five weapons states
agreeing to specific reductions in nuclear arsenals.
The UN Conference on Disarmament has also called
upon both countries "to accede without delay to the

Non-Proliferation Treaty", presumably as non-
weapons states.

Israel
Israel is also thought to possess an arsenal of poten-
tially up to several hundred nuclear warheads and
associated delivery systems, but this has never been
openly confirmed or denied.

An Israeli nuclear installation is located about ten
kilometers to the south of Dimona, the Negev
Nuclear Research Center. Its construction com-
menced in 1958, with French assistance.

The official reason given by the Israeli and French
governments was to build a nuclear reactor to power
a "desalination plant", in order to "green the Negev".
The purpose of the Dimona plant is widely assumed
to be the manufacturing of nuclear weapons, and the
majority of defense experts have concluded that it
does in fact do that. However, the Israeli govern-
ment refuses to confirm or deny this publicly, a
policy it refers to as "ambiguity".

Norway sold 20 tonnes of heavy water needed for
the reactor to Israel in 1959 and 1960 in a secret
deal. There were no "safeguards" required in this
deal to prevent usage of the heavy water for non-
peaceful purposes. The British newspaper Daily
Express accused Israel of working on a bomb in 1960.

When the United States intelligence community
discovered the purpose of the Dimona plant in the
early 1960s, it demanded that Israel agree to inter-
national inspections. Israel agreed, but on a condi-
tion that U.S., rather than IAEA, inspectors were
used, and that Israel would receive advanced notice
of all inspections.

Some claim that because Israel knew the schedule
of the inspectors' visits, it was able to hide the al-
leged purpose of the site from the inspectors by in-
stalling temporary false walls and other devices
before each inspection. The inspectors eventually
informed the U.S. government that their inspections
were useless due to Israeli restrictions on what ar-
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eas of the facility they could inspect. In 1969, the
United States terminated the inspections.

In 1986, Mordechai Vanunu, a former technician at
the Dimona plant, revealed to the media some evi-
dence of Israel's nuclear program. Israeli agents ar-
rested him from Italy, drugged him and transported
him to Israel, and an Israeli court then tried him in
secret on charges of treason and espionage, and sen-
tenced him to eighteen years imprisonment. He was
freed on 21 April 2004, but was severely limited by
the Israeli government. He was arrested again on
11 November 2004, though formal charges were not
immediately filed.

Comments on photographs taken by Mordechai
Vanunu inside the Negev Nuclear Research Center
have been made by prominent scientists. British
nuclear weapons scientist Frank Barnaby, who ques-
tioned Vanunu over several days, estimated Israel
had enough plutonium for about 150 weapons. Ted
Taylor, a bomb designer employed by the United
States of America has confirmed the several hun-
dred warhead estimate based on Vanunu's photo-
graphs.

Signatory states

(Egypt)

In 2004 and 2005, Egypt disclosed past undeclared
nuclear activities and material to the IAEA. In 2007
and 2008, high enriched and low enriched uranium
particles were found in environmental samples taken
in Egypt. In 2008, the IAEA states Egypt's state-
ments were consistent with its own findings.[16] In
May 2009, Reuters reported that the IAEA was con-
ducting further investigation in Egypt.

(Iran)

In 2003, the IAEA reported that Iran had been in
breach of its obligations to comply with provisions
of its safeguard agreement. In 2005, the IAEA Board
of Governors voted in a rare non-consensus deci-
sion to find Iran in non-compliance with its NPT

Safeguards Agreement and to report that non-com-
pliance to the UN Security Council, In response, the
UN Security Council passed a series of resolutions
in response to concerns about the program.

Iran's representative to the UN argues sanctions
compel Iran to abandon its rights under the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty to peaceful nuclear tech-
nology. Iran says its uranium enrichment program
is exclusively for peaceful purposes and has enriched
uranium to "less than 5 percent," consistent with fuel
for a nuclear power plant and significantly below
the purity of WEU (around 90%) typically used in a
weapons program.

The director general of the International Atomic
Energy Agency, Yukiya Amano, said in 2009 he had
not seen any evidence in IAEA official documents
that Iran was developing nuclear weapons.

(Iraq)

Up to the late 1980s it was generally assumed that
any undeclared nuclear activities would have to be
based on the diversion of nuclear material from safe-
guards. States acknowledged the possibility of
nuclear activities entirely separate from those cov-
ered by safeguards, but it was assumed they would
be detected by national intelligence activities. There
was no particular effort by IAEA to attempt to de-
tect them.

Iraq had been making efforts to secure a nuclear
potential since the 1960s. In the late 1970s a
specialised plant, Osiraq, was constructed near
Baghdad. The plant was attacked during the Iran–
Iraq War and was destroyed by Israeli bombers in
June 1981.

Not until the 1990 NPT Review Conference did some
states raise the possibility of making more use of
(for example) provisions for "special inspections"
in existing NPT Safeguards Agreements. Special
inspections can be undertaken at locations other than
those where safeguards routinely apply, if there is
reason to believe there may be undeclared material
or activities.
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After inspections in Iraq following the UN Gulf
War cease-fire resolution showed the extent of Iraq's
clandestine nuclear weapons program, it became
clear that the IAEA would have to broaden the scope
of its activities. Iraq was an NPT Party, and had thus
agreed to place all its nuclear material under IAEA
safeguards. But the inspections revealed that it had
been pursuing an extensive clandestine uranium en-
richment programme, as well as a nuclear weapons
design programme.

The main thrust of Iraq's uranium enrichment pro-
gram was the development of technology for elec-
tromagnetic isotope separation (EMIS) of indig-
enous uranium.

This uses the same principles as a mass spectrom-
eter (albeit on a much larger scale). Ions of uranium-
238 and uranium-235 are separated because they
describe arcs of different radii when they move
through a magnetic field. This process was used in
the Manhattan Project to make the highly enriched
uranium used in the Hiroshima bomb, but was aban-
doned soon afterwards.

The Iraqis did the basic research work at their nuclear
research establishment at Tuwaitha, near Baghdad,
and were building two full-scale facilities at
Tarmiya and Ash Sharqat, north of Baghdad. How-
ever, when the war broke out, only a few separators
had been installed at Tarmiya, and none at Ash
Sharqat.

The Iraqis were also very interested in centrifuge
enrichment, and had been able to acquire some com-
ponents including some carbon-fibre rotors, which
they were at an early stage of testing.

They were clearly in violation of their NPT and safe-
guards obligations, and the IAEA Board of Gover-
nors ruled to that effect. The UN Security Council
then ordered the IAEA to remove, destroy or render
harmless Iraq's nuclear weapons capability. This was
done by mid 1998, but Iraq then ceased all coopera-
tion with the UN, so the IAEA withdrew from this
work.

The revelations from Iraq provided the impetus for
a very far-reaching reconsideration of what safe-
guards are intended to achieve.

(Myanmar)

A report in the Sydney Morning Herald and
Searchina, a Japanese newspaper, report that two
Myanmarese defectors saying that the Myanmar
junta was secretly building a nuclear reactor and
plutonium extraction facility with North Korea's
help, with the aim of acquiring its first nuclear bomb
in five years. According to the report, "The secret
complex, much of it in caves tunnelled into a moun-
tain at Naung Laing in northern Burma, runs paral-
lel to a civilian reactor being built at another site
by Russia that both the Russians and Burmese say
will be put under international safeguards."

In 2002, Myanmar had notified IAEA of its inten-
tion to pursue a civilian nuclear programme. Later,
Russia announced that it would build a nuclear re-
actor in Myanmar. There have also been reports that
two Pakistani scientists, from the AQ Khan stable,
had been dispatched to Myanmar where they had
settled down, to help Myanmar's project.

Recently, the David Albright-led Institute for Sci-
ence and International Security rang alarm bells
about Myanmar attempting a nuclear project with
North Korean help.

If true, the full weight of international pressure will
be brought against Myanmar, said officials famil-
iar with developments. But equally, the informa-
tion that has been peddled by the defectors is also
"preliminary" and could be used by the west to turn
the screws on Myanmar—on democracy and human
rights issues—in the run-up to the elections in the
country in 2010.

During an ASEAN meeting in Thailand in July 2009,
US secretary of state Hillary Clinton highlighted
concerns of the North Korean link. "We know there
are also growing concerns about military coopera-
tion between North Korea and Burma which we take
very seriously," Clinton said.
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(North Korea)

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK)
acceded to the NPT in 1985 as a condition for the
supply of a nuclear power station by the USSR.
However, it delayed concluding its NPT Safeguards
Agreement with the IAEA, a process which should
take only 18 months, until April 1992.

During that period, it brought into operation a small
gas-cooled, graphite-moderated, natural-uranium
(metal) fuelled "Experimental Power Reactor" of
about 25 MWt (5 MWe), based on the UK Magnox
design. While this was a well-suited design to start
a wholly indigenous nuclear reactor development,
it also exhibited all the features of a small pluto-
nium production reactor for weapons purposes.

North Korea also made substantial progress in the
construction of two larger reactors designed on the
same principles, a prototype of about 200 MWt (50
MWe), and a full-scale version of about 800 MWt
(200 MWe). They made only slow progress; con-
struction halted on both in 1994 and has not re-
sumed. Both reactors have degraded considerably
since that time and would take significant efforts to
refurbish.

In addition it completed and commissioned a re-
processing plant that makes the Magnox spent
nuclear fuel safe, recovering uranium and pluto-
nium. That plutonium, if the fuel was only irradi-
ated to a very low burn-up, would have been in a
form very suitable for weapons. Although all these
facilities at Yongbyon were to be under safeguards,
there was always the risk that at some stage, the
DPRK would withdraw from the NPT and use the
plutonium for weapons.

One of the first steps in applying NPT safeguards is
for the IAEA to verify the initial stocks of uranium
and plutonium to ensure that all the nuclear materi-
als in the country have been declared for safeguards
purposes.

While undertaking this work in 1992, IAEA inspec-
tors found discrepancies which indicated that the

reprocessing plant had been used more often than
the DPRK had declared, which suggested that the
DPRK could have weapons-grade plutonium which
it had not declared to the IAEA. Information passed
to the IAEA by a Member State (as required by the
IAEA) supported that suggestion by indicating that
the DPRK had two undeclared waste or other stor-
age sites.

In February 1993 the IAEA called on the DPRK to
allow special inspections of the two sites so that the
initial stocks of nuclear material could be verified.
The DPRK refused, and on 12 March announced its
intention to withdraw from the NPT (three months'
notice is required).

In April 1993 the IAEA Board concluded that the
DPRK was in non-compliance with its safeguards
obligations and reported the matter to the UN Se-
curity Council. In June 1993 the DPRK announced
that it had "suspended" its withdrawal from the NPT,
but subsequently claimed a "special status" with re-
spect to its safeguards obligations. This was rejected
by IAEA.

Once the DPRK's non-compliance had been reported
to the UN Security Council, the essential part of the
IAEA's mission had been completed. Inspections in
the DPRK continued, although inspectors were in-
creasingly hampered in what they were permitted
to do by the DPRK's claim of a "special status".
However, some 8,000 corroding fuel rods associ-
ated with the experimental reactor have remained
under close surveillance.

Following bilateral negotiations between the United
States and the DPRK, and the conclusion of the
Agreed Framework in October 1994, the IAEA has
been given additional responsibilities. The agree-
ment requires a freeze on the operation and con-
struction of the DPRK's plutonium production re-
actors and their related facilities, and the IAEA is
responsible for monitoring the freeze until the fa-
cilities are eventually dismantled. The DPRK re-
mains uncooperative with the IAEA verification
work and has yet to comply with its safeguards
agreement.
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While Iraq was defeated in a war, allowing the UN
the opportunity to seek out and destroy its nuclear
weapons programme as part of the cease-fire con-
ditions, the DPRK was not defeated, nor was it vul-
nerable to other measures, such as trade sanctions.
It can scarcely afford to import anything, and sanc-
tions on vital commodities, such as oil, would ei-
ther be ineffective or risk provoking war.

Ultimately, the DPRK was persuaded to stop what
appeared to be its nuclear weapons programme in
exchange, under the agreed framework, for about
US$5 billion in energy-related assistance. This in-
cluded two 1000 MWe light water nuclear power
reactors based on an advanced U.S. System-80 de-
sign.

In January 2003 the DPRK withdrew from the NPT.
In response, a series of discussions among the
DPRK, the United States, and China, a series of six-
party talks (the parties being the DPRK, the ROK,
China, Japan, the United States and Russia) were held
in Beijing; the first beginning in April 2004 con-
cerning North Korea's weapons program.

On 10 January 2005, North Korea declared that it
was in the possession of nuclear weapons. On 19
September 2005, the fourth round of the Six-Party
Talks ended with a joint statement in which North
Korea agreed to end its nuclear programs and re-
turn to the NPT in exchange for diplomatic, energy
and economic assistance.

However, by the end of 2005 the DPRK had halted
all six-party talks because the United States froze
certain DPRK international financial assets such as
those in a bank in Macau. On 9 October 2006, North
Korea announced that it has performed its first-ever
nuclear weapon test. On 18 December 2006, the six-
party talks finally resumed.

On 13 February 2007, the parties announced "Ini-
tial Actions" to implement the 2005 joint statement
including shutdown and disablement of North Ko-
rean nuclear facilities in exchange for energy assis-
tance. Reacting to UN sanctions imposed after mis-
sile tests in April 2009, North Korea withdrew from

the six-party talks, restarted its nuclear facilities and
conducted a second nuclear test on 25 May 2009.

(Russia)

Security of nuclear weapons in Russia remains a
matter of concern. According to high-ranking Rus-
sian SVR defector Tretyakov, he had a meeting with
two Russian businessman representing a state-cre-
ated Chetek corporation in 1991.

They came up with a project of destroying large
quantities of chemical wastes collected from West-
ern countries at the island of Novaya Zemlya (a test
place for Soviet nuclear weapons) using an under-
ground nuclear blast. The project was rejected by
Canadian representatives, but one of the business-
men told Tretyakov that he keeps his own nuclear
bomb at his dacha outside Moscow.

Tretyakov thought that man was insane, but the
"businessmen" (Vladimir K. Dmitriev) replied: "Do
not be so naive. With economic conditions the way
they are in Russia today, anyone with enough money
can buy a nuclear bomb. It's no big deal really".

(South Africa)

In 1991, South Africa acceded to the NPT, concluded
a comprehensive safeguards agreement with the
IAEA, and submitted a report on its nuclear mate-
rial subject to safeguards. At the time, the state had
a nuclear power programme producing nearly 10%
of the country's electricity, whereas Iraq and North
Korea only had research reactors.

The IAEA's initial verification task was complicated
by South Africa's announcement that between 1979
and 1989 it built and then dismantled a number of
nuclear weapons. South Africa asked the IAEA to
verify the conclusion of its weapons programme. In
1995 the IAEA declared that it was satisfied all
materials were accounted for and the weapons
programme had been terminated and dismantled.

South Africa has signed the NPT, and now holds the
distinction of being the only known state to have
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indigenously produced nuclear weapons, and then
verifiably dismantled them.

(Syria)

On September 6, 2007, Israel bombed an officially
unidentified site in Syria which it later asserted was
a nuclear reactor under construction (see Operation
Orchard). The alleged reactor was not asserted to
be operational and it was not asserted that nuclear
material had been introduced into it. Syria said the
site was a military site and was not involved in any
nuclear activities.

The IAEA requested Syria to provide further access
to the site and any other locations where the debris
and equipment from the building had been stored.
Syria denounced what it called the Western "fabri-
cation and forging of facts" in regards to the inci-
dent.

IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei criti-
cized the strikes and deplored that information re-
garding the matter had not been shared with his
agency earlier.

United States cooperation on
nuclear weapons with the United

Kingdom

The United States has given the UK considerable
assistance with nuclear weapon design and construc-
tion since the 1958 US-UK Mutual Defence Agree-
ment. In 1974 a CIA proliferation assessment noted
that "In many cases [Britain's sensitive technology
in nuclear and missile fields] is based on technol-
ogy received from the United States and could not
legitimately be passed on without U.S. permission."

The U.S. President authorized the transfer of "nuclear
weapon parts" to the UK between at least the years
1975 to 1996. The UK National Audit Office noted
that most of the UK Trident warhead development
and production expenditure was incurred in the
United States, which would supply "certain war-
head-related components". Some of the fissile ma-

terials for the UK Trident warhead were purchased
from the United States.

Declassified U.S. Department of Energy documents
indicate the UK Trident warhead system was in-
volved in non-nuclear design activities alongside the
U.S. W76 nuclear warhead fitted in some U.S. Navy
Trident missiles, leading the Federation of Ameri-
can Scientists to speculate that the UK warhead may
share design information from the W76.

Under the Mutual Defence Agreement 5.37 tonnes
of UK-produced plutonium was sent to the United
States in return for 6.7 kg of tritium and 7.5 tonnes
of highly enriched uranium over the period 1960-
1979. A further 0.47 tonne of plutonium was
swapped between the UK and United States for rea-
sons that remain classified. Some of the UK pro-
duced plutonium was used in 1962 by the United
States for a nuclear weapon test of reactor-grade
plutonium .

The United States has supplied nuclear weapon de-
livery systems to support the UK nuclear forces
since before the signing of the NPT. The renewal of
this agreement is due to take place through the sec-
ond decade of the 21st century.

Arguments in favour of pro-
liferation

There has been much debate in the academic study
of International Security as to the advisability of
proliferation. In the late 1950s and early 1960s, Gen.
Pierre Marie Gallois of France, an adviser to Charles
DeGaulle, argued in books like The Balance of Ter-
ror:

Strategy for the Nuclear Age (1961) that mere pos-
session of a nuclear arsenal, what the French called
the force de frappe, was enough to ensure deterrence,
and thus concluded that the spread of nuclear weap-
ons could increase international stability.

Some very prominent neo-realist scholars, such as
Kenneth Waltz, Emeritus Professor of Political Sci-
ence at UC Berkeley and Adjunct Senior Research
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Scholar at Columbia University, and John
Mearsheimer, R. Wendell Harrison Distinguished
Service Professor of Political Science at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, continue to argue along the lines
of Gallois (though these scholars rarely acknowl-
edge their intellectual debt to Gallois and his con-
temporaries).

Specifically, these scholars advocate some forms of
nuclear proliferation, arguing that it will decrease
the likelihood of war, especially in troubled regions
of the world. Aside from the majority opinion which
opposes proliferation in any form, there are two
schools of thought on the matter: those, like
Mearsheimer, who favor selective proliferation, and
those such as Waltz, who advocate a laissez-faire
attitude to programs like North Korea's.

Total proliferation
In embryo, Waltz argues that the logic of mutually
assured destruction (MAD) should work in all se-
curity environments, regardless of historical ten-
sions or recent hostility. He sees the Cold War as
the ultimate proof of MAD logic – the only occa-
sion when enmity between two Great Powers did
not result in military conflict.

This was, he argues, because nuclear weapons pro-
mote caution in decision-makers. Neither Washing-
ton nor Moscow would risk nuclear Armageddon
to advance territorial or power goals, hence a peace-
ful stalemate ensued. Waltz believes there to be no
reason why this effect would not occur in all cir-
cumstances.

Selective proliferation
John Mearsheimer would not support Waltz's opti-
mism in the majority of potential instances; how-
ever, he has argued for nuclear proliferation as policy
in certain places, such as post-Cold War Europe. In
two famous articles, Professor Mearsheimer opines
that Europe is bound to return to its pre-Cold War
environment of regular conflagration and suspicion
at some point in the future. He advocates arming

both Germany and the Ukraine with nuclear weap-
onry in order to achieve a balance of power between
these states in the east and France/Britain in the west.
If this does not occur, he is certain that war will
eventually break out on the European continent.

Another separate argument against Waltz's open
proliferation and in favor of Mearsheimer's selec-
tive distribution is the possibility of nuclear terror-
ism. Some countries included in the aforementioned
laissez-faire distribution could predispose the trans-
fer of nuclear materials or a bomb falling into the
hands of groups not affiliated with any governments.

Such countries would not have the political will or
ability to safeguard attempts at devices being trans-
ferred to a third party. Not being deterred by self-
annihilation, terrorism groups could push forth their
own nuclear agendas or be used as shadow fronts to
carry out the attack plans by mentioned unstable
governments.

Arguments against
Both Positions

There are numerous arguments presented against
both selective and total proliferation, generally tar-
geting the very neorealist assumptions (such as the
primacy of military security in state agendas, the
weakness of international institutions, and the long-
run unimportance of economic integration and glo-
balization to state strategy) its proponents tend to
make.

With respect to Mearsheimer's specific example of
Europe, many economists and neoliberals argue that
the economic integration of Europe through the de-
velopment of the European Union has made war in
most of the European continent so disastrous eco-
nomically so as to serve as an effective deterrent.

Constructivists take this one step further, frequently
arguing that the development of EU political insti-
tutions has led or will lead to the development of a
nascent European identity, which most states on the
European continent wish to partake in to some de-
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gree or another, and which makes all states within
or aspiring to be within the EU regard war between
them as unthinkable.

As for Waltz, the general opinion is that most states
are not in a position to safely guard against nuclear
use, that he under-estimates the long-standing an-
tipathy in many regions, and that weak states will
be unable to prevent - or will actively provide for -
the disastrous possibility of nuclear terrorism. Waltz
has dealt with all of these objections at some point
in his work; though to many, he has not adequately
responded.

The Learning Channel documentary Doomsday: "On
The Brink" illustrated 40 years of U.S. and Soviet
nuclear weapons accidents. Even the 1995 Norwe-
gian rocket incident demonstrated a potential sce-
nario in which Russian democratization and mili-
tary downsizing at the end of the Cold War did not
eliminate the danger of accidental nuclear war
through command and control errors.

After asking: might a future Russian ruler or ren-
egade Russian general be tempted to use nuclear
weapons to make foreign policy? the documentary
writers revealed a greater danger of Russian secu-
rity over its nuclear stocks, but especially the ulti-
mate danger of human nature to want the ultimate
weapon of mass destruction to exercise political and
military power.

Future world leaders might not understand how
close the Soviets, Russians, and Americans were to
doomsday, how easy it all seemed because apoca-
lypse was avoided for a mere 40 years between ri-
vals, politicians not terrorists, who loved their chil-
dren and did not want to die, against 30,000 years
of human prehistory. History and military experts
agree that proliferation can be slowed, but never
stopped (technology cannot be uninvented).

Proliferation begets
proliferation

Proliferation begets proliferation is a concept de-
scribed by Scott Sagan in his article, Why Do States
Build Nuclear Weapons? This concept can be de-
scribed as a strategic chain reaction. If one state pro-
duces a nuclear weapon it creates almost a domino
effect within the region. States in the region will
seek to acquire nuclear weapons to balance or elimi-
nate the security threat.

Sagan describes this reaction best in his article when
he states, “Every time one state develops nuclear
weapons to balance against its main rival, it also
creates a nuclear threat to another region, which then
has to initiate its own nuclear weapons program to
maintain its national security”.

Going back through history we can see how this has
taken place. When the United States demonstrated
that it had nuclear power capabilities after the bomb-
ing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Russians started
to develop their program in preparation for the Cold
War. With the Russian military buildup, France and
Great Britain perceived this as a security threat and
therefore they pursued nuclear weapons.

Chemical Weapons
Convention

The Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) is an
arms control agreement which outlaws the produc-
tion, stockpiling and use of chemical weapons. Its
full name is the Convention on the Prohibition of
the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use
of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction.

The current agreement is administered by the
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weap-
ons (OPCW), which is an independent organization
and often mistaken as being a department within
the United Nations.
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As of May 2009, 188 states are party to the CWC,
and another two countries have signed but not yet
ratified the convention.

Administration
Intergovernmental consideration of a chemical and
biological weapons ban was initiated in 1968 within
the 18-nation Disarmament Committee, which, af-
ter numerous changes of name and composition,
became the Conference on Disarmament (CD) in
1984.

On September 3, 1992 the Conference on Disarma-
ment submitted to the U.N. General Assembly its
annual report, which contained the text of the
Chemical Weapons Convention, the full title of
which is "Convention on the Prohibition of the De-
velopment, Production, Stockpiling and Use of
Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction." The
General Assembly approved the Convention on
November 30, 1992, and The U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral then opened the Convention for signature in
Paris on January 13, 1993.

The CWC remained open for signature until its en-
try into force on April 29, 1997, 180 days after the
deposit of the 65th instrument of ratification (by
Hungary). The convention augments the Geneva
Protocol of 1925 for chemical weapons and includes
extensive verification measures such as on-site in-
spections. It does not, however, cover biological
weapons. The convention is administered by the
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW), which conducts inspection of
military and industrial plants in all of the member
nations as well as working with stockpile countries.

Controlled substances
The convention distinguishes three classes of con-
trolled substance, chemicals which can either be used
as weapons themselves or used in the manufacture
of weapons. The classification is based on the quan-
tities of the substance produced commercially for
legitimate purposes. Each class is split into Part A,

which are chemicals that can be used directly as
weapons, and Part B which are chemicals useful in
the manufacture of chemical weapons.

Schedule 1 chemicals have few, or no uses outside
of chemical weapons. These may be produced or
used for research, medical, pharmaceutical or
chemical weapon defence testing purposes but pro-
duction above 100 grams per year must be declared
to the OPCW.

A country is limited to possessing a maximum of 1
tonne of these materials. Examples are mustard and
nerve agents, and substances which are solely used
as precursor chemicals in their manufacture. A few
of these chemicals have very small scale non-mili-
tary applications, for example minute quantities of
nitrogen mustard are used to treat certain cancers.

Schedule 2 chemicals have legitimate small-scale
applications. Manufacture must be declared and
there are restrictions on export to countries which
are not CWC signatories. An example is thiodiglycol
which can be used in the manufacture of mustard
agents, but is also used as a solvent in inks.

Schedule 3 chemicals have large-scale uses apart
from chemical weapons. Plants which manufacture
more than 30 tonnes per year must be declared and
can be inspected, and there are restrictions on ex-
port to countries which are not CWC signatories.
Examples of these substances are phosgene, which
has been used as a chemical weapon but which is
also a precursor in the manufacture of many legiti-
mate organic compounds and triethanolamine, used
in the manufacture of nitrogen mustard but also com-
monly used in toiletries and detergents.

The treaty also deals with carbon compounds called
in the treaty Discrete organic chemicals. These are
any carbon compounds apart from long chain poly-
mers, oxides, sulfides and metal carbonates, such as
organophosphates. The OPCW must be informed
of, and can inspect, any plant producing (or expect-
ing to produce) more than 200 tonnes per year, or
30 tonnes if the chemical contains phosphorus, sul-
fur or fluorine, unless the plant solely produces ex-
plosives or hydrocarbons.
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Timeline
The treaty set up several steps with deadlines to-
ward complete destruction of chemical weapons,
with a procedure for requesting deadline extensions.
No country reached total elimination by the origi-
nal treaty date although several have finished under
allowed extensions.

Member states
Almost all countries in the world have joined the
Chemical Weapons Convention. Currently 188 of
the 195 states recognized by the United Nations are
party to the CWC. Of the seven states that are not,
two have signed but not yet ratified the treaty (Burma
and Israel) and five states have not signed the treaty
(Angola, North Korea, Egypt, Somalia, and Syria).

Members states with declared stockpiles of chemi-
cal weapons

As of May 2009, there were four member
countries which had declared stockpiles:

è Iraq
è Libya
è Russia
è United States

Iraq did not enter the treaty until February 2009,
not declaring a weapons stockpile until April, ap-
parently indicating the continuing presence of some
chemical warfare remnants.

World stockpile
The total world declared stockpile of chemical
weapons was about 30,308 tons in early 2010. A
total of 71,315 tonnes of agents, 8.67 million muni-
tions and containers, and 70 production facilities
were declared to OPCW before destruction activi-
ties began. Several countries that are not members
are suspected of having chemical weapons, especially
Syria and North Korea, while some member states
(including Sudan and the People's Republic of China)

have been accused by others of failing to disclose
their stockpiles.

Current progress
By February 28, 2010, a total of 40,886 metric tons
or 57.4% of all declared chemical weapons had been
destroyed including all Class 3 declared chemicals.
More than 45% (3.93 million) chemical munitions
and containers have been destroyed. (Treaty con-
firmed destruction totals often lag behind state-de-
clared totals.) Only about 50% of countries had
passed the required legislation to outlaw participa-
tion in chemical weapons production.

Albania: On July 11, 2007, the OPCW confirmed
the destruction of the entire chemical weapons stock-
pile in Albania. Albania is the first nation to com-
pletely destroy all of its chemical weapons under
the terms of the CWC. The Albanian stockpile in-
cluded 16,678 kilograms of mustard agent, lewisite,
adamsite, and chloroacetophenone. The United
States assisted with and funded the destruction op-
erations.

A State Party: The unspecified "state party" had
destroyed all of its stockpile by the end of 2008.

India: 100% of India's chemical weapons stockpile
was destroyed by the end of April 2009.

Iraq: Iraq joined in CWC in 2009, declaring "two
bunkers with filled and unfilled chemical weapons
munitions, some precursors, as well as five former
chemical weapons production facilities" according
to OPCW Director General Rogelio Pfirter.

No plans were announced at that time for the de-
struction of the material, although it was noted that
the bunkers were damaged in the 2003 war and even
inspection of the site must be carefully planned.
Most of Iraq's chemical weapons were previously
destroyed under a United Nations reduction pro-
gram after the 1991 Gulf War.

Approximately five hundred degraded chemical
munitions have been found in Iraq since the 2003
invasion of Iraq, according to a report of the US
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National Ground Intelligence Center. These weap-
ons contained sarin and mustard agents but were so
badly corroded that they could not have been used
as originally intended.

Libya: Libya's entire chemical weapons stockpile
is expected to be destroyed by 2011.

U.S.A.: The United States of America destroyed
over 70% of its stockpiled agents (22,322 tons of
the original 31,500 tons) as of 26 January, 2010 and
over 2.3 million munitions. The U.S. had completed
Phase III in June 2007, having destroyed over half
of its stockpile.

By 2007, over 66% of the chemical weapons de-
stroyed in the world since the treaty came into force
were destroyed in the U.S. The United States Gen-
eral Accounting Office has announced it does not
expect the United States to complete its campaign
until 2014, after the treaty's final deadline. The Pen-
tagon, in late 2006, announced that it expected dis-
posal of the U.S. stockpile to not be completed until
2023.

Russia: Russia had destroyed around 18,000 met-
ric tons, or 45%, of its chemical weapons stockpiles
by the end of December 2009, passing phase III re-
quirements. Russia had destroyed 24% by the end
of 2007. Russia completed Phase II in 2007 and had
received extensions on the remaining phases.

The United States General Accounting Office has
announced it does not expect Russia to reach 100%
destruction until 2027; however, Russia has declared
its intention to complete operations by the treaty
deadline of 2012.

Stockpiles eliminated under
the Convention

Albania's stockpile was eliminated in 2007. An un-
declared "state party", (probably South Korea) elimi-
nated its stockpile in late 2008. India's stockpile was
completely eliminated in April 2009.

Known production facilities
(of chemical weapons)

Thirteen countries declared chemical weap-
ons production facilities:

è Bosnia and Herzegovina

è China

è France

è India

è Iran

è Iraq

è Japan

è Libya

è Russian Federation

è Serbia

è United Kingdom

è United States

1 non-disclosed state party (referred to as "A State
Party" in OPCW-communications)

By 2007, all 65 declared facilities had been deacti-
vated and 94% (61) have been certified as destroyed
or converted to civilian use. As of the end of Febru-
ary 2008, 42 facilities were destroyed while 19 were
converted for civilian purposes.

In 2009, Iraq declared five production sites which
were put out of commission by damage in the 1991
and 2003 wars; OPCW inspections were still re-
quired.

Financing
Financial support for the Albanian and Libyan stock-
pile destruction programmes was provided by the
United States. Russia received support from a num-
ber of nations, including the United States, the
United Kingdom, Germany, the Netherlands, Italy
and Canada; some $2 billion given by 2004. Costs
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for Albania's program were approximately 48 mil-
lion U.S. dollars. The U.S. had spent $20 billion and
expected to spend a further $40 billion.

Biological Weapons
Convention

The Convention on the Prohibition of the Develop-
ment, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriologi-
cal (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their
Destruction (usually referred to as the Biological
Weapons Convention, abbreviation: BWC, or Bio-
logical and Toxin Weapons Convention, abbrevia-
tion: BTWC) was the first multilateral disarmament
treaty banning the production of an entire category
of weapons .

It was the result of prolonged efforts by the interna-
tional community to establish a new instrument that
would supplement the 1925 Geneva Protocol.

The BWC was opened for signature on April 10,
1972 and entered into force March 26, 1975 when
twenty-two governments had deposited their instru-
ments of ratification. It currently commits the 162
states that are party to it to prohibit the develop-
ment, production, and stockpiling of biological and
toxin weapons.

However, the absence of any formal verification
regime to monitor compliance has limited the ef-
fectiveness of the Convention. ( As of July 2008, an
additional 13 states have signed the BWC but have
yet to ratify it)

The scope of the BWC’s prohibition is defined in
Article 1 (the so-called general purpose criterion).
This includes all microbial and other biological
agents or toxins and their means of delivery (with
exceptions for medical and defensive purposes in
small quantities).

Subsequent Review Conferences have reaffirmed
that the general purpose criterion encompasses all
future scientific and technological developments
relevant to the Convention. It is not the objects them-
selves (biological agents or toxins), but rather cer-

tain purposes for which they may be employed which
are prohibited; similar to Art.II, 1 in the Chemical
Weapons Convention (CWC).

Permitted purposes under the BWC are defined as
prophylactic, protective and other peaceful purposes.
The objects may not be retained in quantities that
have no justification or which are inconsistent with
the permitted purposes.

As stated in Article 1 of the BWC: "Each State
Party to this Convention undertakes never in any
circumstances to develop, produce, stockpile or oth-
erwise acquire or retain:

(1) Microbial or other biological agents, or toxins
whatever their origin or method of production, of
types and in quantities that have no justification for
prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes;

(2) Weapons, equipment or means of delivery de-
signed to use such agents or toxins for hostile pur-
poses or in armed conflict."

Summary
Article I: Never under any circumstances to ac-
quire or retain biological weapons.

Article II: To destroy or divert to peaceful pur-
poses biological weapons and associated resources
prior to joining.

Article III: Not to transfer, or in any way assist,
encourage or induce anyone else to acquire or re-
tain biological weapons.

Article IV: To take any national measures neces-
sary to implement the provisions of the BWC do-
mestically.

Article V: To consult bilaterally and multilater-
ally to solve any problems with the implementa-
tion of the BWC.

Article VI: To request the UN Security Council to
investigate alleged breaches of the BWC and to com-
ply with its subsequent decisions.
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Article VII: To assist States which have been ex-
posed to a danger as a result of a violation of the
BWC.

Article X: To do all of the above in a way that
encourages the peaceful uses of biological science
and technology.

Membership
The Biological Weapons Convention has 162 States
Parties and unofficially, the Republic of China (Tai-
wan).

Several countries have declared reservations, in that
their agreement to the Treaty should not imply their
complete satisfaction that the Treaty allows the
stockpiling of biological agents and toxins for 'pro-
phylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes', nor
should the Treaty imply recognition of other coun-
tries they do not recognise.

Review Conferences
A long process of negotiation to add a verification
mechanism began in the 1990s. Previously, at the
second Review Conference of State Parties in 1986
member states agreed to strengthen the treaty by
reporting annually Confidence Building Measures
(CBMs) to the United Nations. The following Re-
view Conference in 1991 established a group of gov-
ernment experts (known as VEREX). Negotiations
towards an internationally-binding verification pro-
tocol to the BWC took place between 1995 and 2001.

At the Fifth Review Conference in 2001 however,
the Bush administration, after conducting a review
of policy on biological weapons, decided that the
proposed protocol did not suit the national interests
of the United States.

The US claiming that it would interfere with le-
gitimate commercial and biodefense activity unlike
most arms control agreements, the BWC also ap-
plies to private parties. The Fifth Review Confer-
ence took place in November/December 2001,
shortly after 9/11 and the anthrax scare.

It was decided to suspend the Fifth Review
Conference and reconvene the following year.
At the resumed conference it was agreed to
establish annual meetings of state parties and
experts who would look at specific issues,
including:

2003: National mechanisms to establish and main-
tain the security and oversight of pathogenic mi-
cro-organisms and toxins.

2004: Enhancing international capabilities for re-
sponding to, investigating and mitigating the effects
of cases of alleged use of biological or toxin weap-
ons or suspicious outbreaks of disease.

2004: Strengthening and broadening the capabili-
ties for international institutions to detect and re-
spond to the outbreak of infectious diseases (includ-
ing diseases affecting plants and animals).

2005: Codes of conduct for scientists.

Fissile Material Cut-off
Treaty

The Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty (FMCT) is a pro-
posed international treaty to prohibit the further
production of fissile material for nuclear weapons
or other explosive devices. The treaty has not been
negotiated and its terms remain to be defined. Ac-
cording to a proposal by the United States, fissile
material includes high-enriched uranium and plu-
tonium (except plutonium that is over 80% Pu-238).

According to a proposal by Russia, fissile material
would be limited to weapons-grade uranium (with
more than 90% U-235) and plutonium (with more
than 90% Pu-239). Neither proposal would prohibit
the production of fissile material for non-weapons
purposes, including use in civil or naval nuclear re-
actors.

In a 27 September 1993 speech before the UN, Presi-
dent Clinton called for a multilateral convention
banning the production of fissile materials for
nuclear explosives or outside international safe-
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guards. In December 1993 the UN General Assem-
bly adopted resolution 48/75L calling for the nego-
tiation of a "non-discriminatory, multilateral and
international effectively verifiable treaty banning
the production of fissile material for nuclear weap-
ons or other nuclear explosive devices."

The Geneva based Conference on Disarmament (CD)
on 23 March 1995 agreed to a establish a commit-
tee to negotiate "a non-discriminatory, multilateral
and internationally and effectively verifiable treaty
banning the production of fissile material for
nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive de-
vices.". However, substantive negotiations have not
taken place.

In 2004, the United States announced that it opposed
the inclusion of a verification mechanism in the
treaty on the grounds that the treaty could not be
effectively verified. On November 4, 2004. the
United States cast the sole vote in the First Com-
mittee of the United Nations General Assembly
against a resolution (A/C.1/59/L.34) calling for ne-
gotiation of an effectively verifiable treaty.

The Bush Administration supported a treaty but
advocated an ad hoc system of verification wherein
states would monitor the compliance of other states
through their own national intelligence mecha-
nisms.

On April 5, 2009, U.S. President Barack Obama re-
versed the U.S. position on verification and proposed
to negotiate "a new treaty that verifiably ends the
production of fissile materials intended for use in
state nuclear weapons."

On May 29, 2009, the CD agreed to establish an
FMCT negotiating committee, However, Pakistan
blocked the CD from implementing its agreed pro-
gram of work, despite severe pressure from the
major nuclear powers to end its defiance of 64 other
countries in blocking international ban on the pro-
duction of new nuclear bomb-making material, as
well as discussions on full nuclear disarmament, the
arms race in outer space, and security assurances
for non-nuclear states.

Nuclear-weapon-free zone
A Nuclear-Weapons-Free Zone, or NWFZ is de-
fined by the United Nations as an agreement which
a group of states has freely established by treaty or
convention, that bans the use, development, or de-
ployment of nuclear weapons in a given area, that
has mechanisms of verification and control to en-
force its obligations, and that is recognized as such
by the General Assembly of the United Nations.

NWFZs do not cover international waters (where
there is freedom of the seas) or transit of nuclear
missiles through space, as opposed to deployment
that stations nuclear weapons in space. The NWFZ
definition does not count countries or smaller re-
gions that have outlawed nuclear weapons simply
by their own law, like Austria with the
Atomsperrgesetz in 1999; also, the 2+4 Treaty, at
the end of the Cold War, banned nuclear weapons
in the former East Germany, but was an agreement
only among the four Allies and two German states.

NWFZs have a similar purpose to, but are distinct
from, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty to
which all countries except for four nuclear weapons
states are party.

Today there are five zones covering continental or
subcontinental groups of countries (including their
territorial waters and airspace), one UN-recognized
zone consisting of a single country, Mongolia, and
three governing Antarctica, the seabed, and outer
space which are not part of any state. The Antarctic,
seabed, and space zones actually preceded most of
the zones on national territories.

As of 15 July 2009 (2009 -07-15)[update] when the
African zone came into force, the six land zones
cover 56% of the Earth's land area of 149 million
square kilometers (less of the Earth's oceans above
the seabed are covered since freedom of the seas re-
stricts restrictions in international waters) and 60%
of the 193 states on Earth, up from 34% and 30%
the previous year; however only one third of the
world's population lives in NWFZs, while the nine
nuclear weapons states have 28% of world land area
area and 48% of world population.
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NWFZs do cover most territories belonging to
nuclear weapons states that are situated inside
NWFZ boundaries; all are small islands except for
French Guiana. However, the U.S. signed but has
not ratified Protocol I to the Treaty of Rarotonga
which would apply to American Samoa and the U.S.
and Britain dispute the African NWFZ's applica-
bility to Diego Garcia which is an American mili-
tary base.

There have been NWFZ proposals for other regions
where there are few or no nuclear weapons states:
the Middle East (e.g. Nuclear program of
Iran#Nuclear Free Zone in the Mideast), the Ko-
rean Peninsula, Central Europe, South Asia, and the
Arctic.

Boundaries
The Antarctic, Latin American, and South Pacific
zones are defined by lines of latitude and longitude,
except for the northwestern boundary of the South
Pacific zone which follows the limit of Australian
territorial waters, and these three zones form a con-
tiguous area, though treaty provisions do not apply
to international waters within that area.

In contrast, the Southeast Asian zone is defined as
the territories of its members including their Ex-
clusive Economic Zones, and the African zone is also
defined as the countries and territories considered
part of Africa by the OAU (now the African Union)
which include islands close to Africa and Madagas-
car. An AU member, Mauritius, claims the British
Indian Ocean Territory where Diego Garcia is cur-
rently a US military base.

Geographical zones and
NWFZs

Southern Hemisphere, High seas in blue.
Because few prevailing winds cross the Equator,
effects of nuclear explosions in the Northern Hemi-
sphere might send less fallout to the Southern Hemi-
sphere. (This fact was used in the book and film On
the Beach, although there the Southern Hemisphere
eventually succumbs as well.)

Together the five southern NWFZs cover the South-
ern Hemisphere except for the area north of the 60th
parallel south, east of the 20th meridian west, and
west of the 115th meridian east, but outside of Afri-
can, Australian or Indonesian territorial waters.

There is less than 8000 km² of land in this
area:
Addu, the southernmost of the atolls of the Maldives

Chagos Islands (British Indian Ocean Territory) in-
cluding Diego Garcia (disputed by Mauritius)

Kerguelen, Crozet, Saint Paul and Amsterdam Is-
lands, some of the French Southern Territories in
the southern Indian Ocean

St. Helena and its dependencies Ascension Island and
Tristan da Cunha, a British overseas territory in the
South Atlantic

Bouvet Island, a Norwegian territory in the South
Atlantic

In 1994 states of the South Atlantic Peace and Co-
operation Zone issued a "Declaration on the De-
nuclearization of the South Atlantic" which the U.N.
General Assembly endorsed but the U.S., U.K., and
France still opposed.

Tropics
The Latin American, African, South Pacific and
Southeast Asian zones also cover most land in the
tropics, but not some Northern Hemisphere areas
south of the Tropic of Cancer. Most of their land
area is in India and the Arabian Peninsula.

Little of the land area covered by the five southern
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones extends north of the
Tropic of Cancer: only northern Mexico, northern
Bahamas, northern Myanmar, and North Africa.
However, the Central Asian and Mongolian zones
are entirely in the North Temperate Zone.

Nuclear power and

 Section -6 (CSE Pre Special 2010)

http://www.UPSCPORTAL.COM


Copyright © 2010 |  WWW.UPSCPORTAL.COM 112

programs
Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, and South Africa, are the
only countries in the zones using nuclear power for
electricity, with two nuclear plants each. South Af-
rica formerly had a nuclear weapons program which
it terminated in 1994.

Argentina and Brazil are known to operate uranium
enrichment facilities. Countries that had enrichment
programs in the past include Libya and South Af-
rica, although Libya's facility was never operational.
Australia has announced its intention to pursue com-
mercial enrichment, and is actively researching la-
ser enrichment.

Another term, Nuclear-free zone, often means an
area which has banned both nuclear power and
nuclear weapons, and usually does not mean a UN-
acknowledged international treaty.
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