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General Instructions:

1. This paper consists of three sections-
Section A: Reading
Section B: Writing and Grammar
Section C: Literature
2. All sections are compulsory.
3. You may attempt any section at a time.
4. All questions of that particular section must be attempted in the correct order
5. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SECTION-A READING (20 Marks)
1) Read the following passage carefully.

1. Spices bring to mind the images of tempting cuisines, fascinating voyages and bitter
struggle for Independence. Expressions like ‘variety is the spice of life’ and ‘sugar
and spice and all things that are nice', explain how spices play upon the literary
abilities of men of letters _

2. To orientals, spices are indeed the soul of their food. In the Western world, it evokes
dreams of exotic tropical islands, exciting expeditions, and the rise and fall of
empires. Colombus went Westwards in 1492, from Europe, to find a sea route to.the
land of spices, but found the New World. Eight years later, Vasco da Gama went
round Africa and touched Kozhikode on the south-west coast of India. Long before
that, Arabs started trading with the Orients through land routes. During the 13t
century, Marco Polo began the travelling and experienced attraction.of spices. The
European conquests and trade arrangements in India and the East Indies also have a
lot to do with spices.

3. Thousands of years ago, masters of Ayurveda notably,Susruta and Charaka discussed
in detail the uses of spices for culinary and medical purposes. Enterprising soldier of
fortune carried the knowledge of spices to Egypt. There they used spices and
aromatic herbs in food medicine, cosmetics and for embalming. The conquest of
Egypt and Asia by Alexander the Great made spices an article of commercial value in

the Mediterranean countrie/sif;) and Central and northern Europe. There are reports of
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