Attempt a short paragraph on the use of
contrasts in the story to bring out humour.

The Snake and the Mirror
Humour

The story presents a contrast between
dreams and reality. This contrast has
heen depicted in a humorous manner.
The young doctor has just started his
practice and, so, his earnings are
meagre. He lives in a small rented room,
which is not electrified and is full of rats.
He has only sixty rupees in his bag, he
has few clothes, and a solitary black
coat. However, his dreams and

ambitions are in contrast to this.



He admires beauty and he believes in
making himself handsome. He lays
great emphasis on the fact that he is
unmarried and is a doctor. He decides
to shave daily and grow a thin
moustache to look more handsome. He
describes this decision as an ‘important’
one. Later, he also makes an ‘earth-
shaking decision’ to always keep smiling
in order to look more handsome. This
contrast between the kind of person he
Is and the kind of person he wants to be
makes the story humorous.



He has thought about the kind of person

he wants to marry. He wants to marry a

woman doctor who has plenty of money

and a good medical practice because he

did not have any of those. He wants a

fat wife so that whenever he runs away

making a mistake his wife is not able to

catch him. However, the woman he

marriesisat
who can run
between the

ke as

kind of

nin and slender person

orinter. This contrast
wife he wanted and

the kind of wife he ends up marrying

adds to the humour of the story.



[ronically, the snake too is as
narcissistic as the doctor. It coils itself
around the petrified doctor’s arm, and
spreads its hood, just inches from the
doctor’s face, when it suddenly turns its
head and sees its reflection in the
mirror. It unwinds itself from the
doctor’'s arm and slowly slithers across
his lap, onto the table towards the
mirror to enjoy its reflection at closer
quarters. The fact that the snake also
wishes to admire itself in the mirror, like
the narrator, and leaves the narrator
alone also creates humour.









