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LINES WRITTEN IN EARL Y SPRING
William Wordsworth

Summary

‘Lines Written in Early Spring’, is a poem writt
by William Wordsworth. He wrote this poem on a w|
near the village oAlford. He describes the scene
nature that he witnessed. These moments are swe
bitter at the same time. He is in a grove surround
the blended notes of nature. He looks more closely
seemingly jubilant birds and plants. He is enchant
these beautiful scenes. Even when he enjoys these
they inspire a melancholic mood and he begins to
sad thoughts about humanilature has connected its
to his soul. It leads him to consider sadly what ma
made of man. He then has a good reason to be s

Steady rhythm makes the poem perfect.

simple in form. It is composed of six four-line stangze

written in iambic pentametérhey follow a musical flow

It has the rhythm of living speech. The rhyme-schenj

abab. Figures of speech like personification and hypert
make the poem perfect.dTher fair works did nature lin
the human soul’ personifies nature as female. ‘E

flower enjoys the air it breathes’. Here the poet attribut
human feelings to the flowers. ‘The ¢ around meg

hopped and playedttributes playfulness to the birds
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a whole the poem is an excellent work.

Paraphrasing
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Questions andAnswers

What does the expression ‘| sate reclined’ indicate abo
poets state of mind? [He was in a happy mood.]

Why does the poet feel sad while reclining in the grfideTeels sag
because he thinks of what man has made of man.]

N

[Nature linked him to her fair works.
‘And much it grieved my heart to think
What man has made of man.’

What do these lines convey? [The poetis very sad \
he thinks of the cruelties that man has done to man.
What makes the poet think that every flower enjoy
existence? [Because the flowers trail their wreaths.]
What is natures holy plan? How does man work agains
[Nature’s holy plan is to make man a part of pleasure,
he commits somany cruelties to his fellow beings.]
Suggest an alternative title for the poetiature Poem’

S

It the

How does the poet associate himself with natune?

vhen

]

5 its

[it?
But

‘Journey through Nature’ and ‘In the Lap of Natue'.
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Let's revisit

Activity 1

‘What man has made of man’ is one of the most stri
expressions in the poem ‘Lingg#itten in Early Spring’
It describes the feelings @fordsworth, the poet and I
thoughts about human activities against nature. What
the poet think so?

Wordsworth’s thoughts about the human world.
Human beings destroy the harmony of nature by
various harmful activities. Whatever man does is agf
the plan of the creatoHuman beings destroy t

co-existence of nature by their selfishness.They degtf

the ecosystem for the satisfaction of their greed. ]
destroy everything in nature and re-shape everything.||
ignore the future generations.

Activity 2
William Wordsworths poem ‘Line$Nritten in Early Spring

is appealing to the readers because of its poetic deyj

Fill in the boxes with suitable examples from the poen
Personification (Refer to Page 89)
‘To her fair works did Nature link’.

‘And ‘tis my faith that every flower enjoys the air it breaths

‘The budding twigs spread out their fan, to catch the breezy ajir|.

Imagery (Refer to Page 89)

Visual —‘birds around me hopped and played’
‘The grove’, ‘the green bowgrthe flowers’
Auditory — ‘I heard a thousand blended notes'.
Alliteration — whatman hasmade ofman
Rhyme scheme- abab

Activity 3

‘To her fair works did nature link

The human soul that through me ran’
These lines speak about mswital relationship with
nature. Discuss and write an appreciation of the pog
(Answer is same as the Summary of the poem.)

Activity 4
The poem ‘LhesWritten in Early Spring’has grealt
relevance in the present day world. Even natul
threatened, and many species are on the ver
extinction.Write a poem on ‘Nature and Man'the light
of the events occurring around us. (Do it yourself.)

Listen and enjoy

Nature is treated bWordsworth showing its limitles
power to impart pleasure and j@yjhere are many othg
poets in English who have treated nature in the $
mannerHere is a beautiful nature poem written by Jg
Clare. Scan the QR code aligten to the poem. Thg

comment on it.
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EXAM BASED QUESTIONS

rs

I. A. Read stanza land answerthe questions.

ng. Who isthe 1" in the poem?

2. What did the poet hear?

3. Wheredid the poet sit?

ade \What kind of thoughts came to the pseatiind?

Readstanzas 2 and &and answer the questions

of speech used here?
Why did the poes$ heart grieve?
Which flowers did the poet see in the bower?
What did the flowers have in common?
. Readstanza 4and answer the questions.
Who hopped and played around the poet?
Identify the rhyme scheme of the poem?
What ‘seemed a thrill of pleasure’ to the poet?
What is not possible for the poet?
How does the poet describe the mood of the bi
Readstanzas 5 and &nd answer the questions
" What do the budding twigs do?
Why did the budding twigs spread out their fan?

Who is being equated with God in this poem? H

Prepare a critical appreciation of the poem ‘Li
Written in Early Spring’.

lll. Pr epare a profile of William Wordsworth.

(Hints are given on page 4)

‘To her fair works did Nature linkiVhat is the figure

How can we say that the poem has a melancholic

ds?

Do you think that the poet has reason to lament? \Why?

DW?
ood?
nes

ANSWERS - EXAM BASED QUESTIONS

I. A. 1.The poet is the ‘lin the poem. ZThe poet hear

Pleasant and sad thoughts came to the po@tid.
B. 1. Personification. Z'he poet heart grieved to thin
of what man has made of man. 3. The poet
primroses and periwinkles in the bowérAll the
" flowers enjoyed the fresh air they breathed.

C. 1. The birds hopped and played around the poet
a b a b. 3.Birds hopping and playing seemed to
poet a thrill of pleasure. 4. It is not possible for
poet to measure the thoughts of the birds. 5.

_ birds hopped and played. There seemed t
IS pleasure and excitement in their movement.
breezy air2.The budding twigs spread out their 1
to catch the breezy aiB. The poet has reason
lament on what man has made of man. While
rest of the flora and fauna can live in harmangn
cannot live in peaewith his fellow beings. 4. Natu

speaks of ‘Nature’holy plan’. 5.The poem has

a thouand blended notes. 3. The poet sat in a groy

|®N

e. 4.

K
saw

2.
the
the
The
D be

Of 1. The budding twigs spread out their fan to catch the

an
to
the

re

is being equated with God in this poem. The poet

a

melancholic mood because the poet tells: ‘Haye |

not reason to lament’.

Il. Answer is same as the Summ
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1. WILLIAM  WORDSWORTH

William Wordsworth was a major Englis
Romantic poetHe was born in 1770.\kical Ballads,
collection of poems written byvilliam Wordsworth an

SamuelTaylor Coleridge made him a major figure in the* Sentences that express command, ongguest ar

literary circle. He became poet Laureate in 1843||H

famous works include Daffodils, Lucy Gray and Thg* Sentences that ask questions are caliéglrogative.
* Sentences that express emotions and feelings are talled
nature as an antidote to the corrupting influences of sociegxclamatory.

Prelude. In simple ordinary languagégrdsworth presen

He is known as the poet of nature. He died in 1850

LanguageActivities (From Text Page 33.)

Activity 1
Read the following sentences and punctuate thery
e The tree was older than the house.

Exclamation.

What a spectacular sight!

Oh! What happy times those had been!
* Statement sentences are callgskettive.

isalled Imperative.

Now, write two examples each fothe sentence type
you have identified.

1. Heis a student. 2. | can drive.

1. Close the door 2. Please keep silent.

1. Canyoudoit? 2.Why do you stand here?

1. How sweet it is! 2. What an idea!

e | saw a cobra and a mongoose fighting.

e What a spectacular sight!

«  Will the mangoose kill the snake?

e Son, get down from the tree.

e Please answer me.

e Oh! What happy times those had been!

e What did man do to nature?

Discuss

e Basedn the punctuation marks, how many sente
types can you identify? (4)

e Are there two types of sentences in the abovg
that end in a full stop? €6)

 What differences do you notice between th
sentences? (Some sentences end in a full stop,
in question marks and some others in exclamati
marks.)

e Based on your discussion, how many sentence 1y
can you identify? (4)

* Which are the types of sentences you have identifig
(Statement, Command/request, Question, Exclamaia

Now categorise these sentences under these heads

following table.

Statement

The tree was older than the house.

| saw a cobra and a mongoose fighting.

Command/request

Son, get down from the tree.

Please answer me.

Question

Will the mongoose kill the snake?

What did man do to nate?

ipaind negative and complete the following table.

Activity 2

Read the sentences.

1. | had builta small platform on the tree.

2. | was not afraid.

3. Grandfather had a very beautiful garden.

4. The combatants were not aware of my presence
banyan tree.

5. I don’t get any sleep at all.

ce. My first friend was a small grey squirrel.

7. The house was not electrified.

58t The snake slithered along my shoulder

9. I was no mere image cut in granite.

sa0. The snake looked into the mirror and saw its refled
bin€ategorise the above sentences into affirmatiy

Affirmative (Positive)

pebad built a small platform on the tree.
Grandfather had a very beautiful garden.
dy first friend was a small grey squirrel.
rhe snake slithered along my shoulder

Negative
| was not afraid.

banyan tree.

| don't get any sleep at all.

The house was not electrified.

| was no mere image cut in granite.
Sentences which state positive facts are called affirm
or positive sentences. i@ences that express negaf

ideas are called negative sentences.
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NThe snake looked into the mirror and saw its reflection.

The combatants were not aware of my presence in the
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Now look at the following sentences.
1
2
3
4. | will seldompray for you.
5
6

. Grandfatherarely smoked a pipe.
. The maid wouldhardly clean the garden.
. He couldscarcely control his joy

. There ardew snakes in the garden.
. There idittle water in the pond.

*

negative. (The bold words are negative.) (Refer|
‘NegativeWords’on pages 40 and 41)

Identify the words that make the sentences

Rewrite the given sentences into negatiy
sentences using the words you have identified.

1. Few students read textbook at home.

2. The boyscarcelydo daring tasks.

3. Ithardly rains heavily

4. The students hasearcelycompleted their work.
5. The boyseldomplay on the ground.

6. | scarcelywrite letters to my friends.

Rewrite the following affirmative sentences ag

negative sentences without changing their meanin
(Note that this might involve replacing a word with
its antonym.)

1. Jackalways agreedo help his friends.

Eg. Jacknever disagreesto help his friends.

2. He drives his car carefully

He seldomdrives his car carelessly

3. Sella is prettier than Mary

Mary is hardly as pretty asStella.

4. They have accepted the invitation for the party
They havehardly declined the invitation for the party
5. A fox is cleverer than a jackal.

A jackal ishardly as cleverasa fox.

6. This shop sells expensive articles.

This shophardly sells cheap articles.

7. She always keeps her room tidy

Sheseldomkeeps her roondirty.

C

8. He is polite to everyone.
He isimpolite to none

9. He is very industrious.
He isseldom lazy

10. He is always present.
He is never absent

Sentences containing words like ‘never’ are treate
as negative sentence¢Refer to ‘NegativeNords’ on
Ppages 40 and 41)

Activity 3
Let’s considerthe following sentences:-
1. The boys are playing in the ground.

2. The old grandfather was helpless.

more than one word (head noun +modifier)

Identify the Noun Phrase and its modifiersfrom the
following sentences. (Refer to ‘Phrases’ on pages 38 ai
1. The magnificent old banyan tree was mine.

2. An old tree was the centre of attraction.

3. The cobra was a skilful and experienced fighter
4. The small rented room was not electrified.

5.A long supporting gable rested on the beam over the
Words that can modify a noun ae as follows:

1. Articles (a, an, the)

2. PossessivefGrandfathers, teachés, my his, her
your, their etc.)

3. Demonstratives(this, that, these, those)

4. Adjectives (old, long, smart, beautiful, etc.)

5. Numerals (three, five, twelve, etc.)

6. Ordinals (first, second, last, etc.)

7. Quantifiers (all, some, fewmany etc.)

* Articles, Possessives and Demonstratives are g
Determiners.

* Sometimes a quantifier can appear before a detern
In that case, we call it pre-determiner.

E.g.All the students...
Some of the books...

A noun phrase can either be a single word (head noyin) or

1d 39)

wall.

alled

niner
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