Texthook Exercises

1. On the basis of your reading of the first two
paragraphs of the story complete the following
table. suwioe eryPOD E6E SMWIGE M wowlgjolaa
@RSIUDIMOTIT IO alOWIM  wlSle a3OOTIWIONIH.

Protagonist of | Vanka {lvan Zhukov
the story b
shoemaker's houise in Moscow
| Night(Christmas Eve) -
ily | Onlyhis grandfather (no father & mother).|
Watching the surroundings, writes 2
2. What were the speciélities. of the dog, Eel?

Eel apmm momm3es (wemie0su apemeinonlegms?

Eel was black and had a long weasel-like body. He

was full of malice. He was an adept at stealing.

3. Isthere a shift in the setting of the story in para-
graphs'3 & 4? Where do the events take place?
@30M3o. MORIZo AUEITWIGH S0 HLOWIRS (boLD(IUqQﬂU)O(D(OTUﬂm’D,
n@ﬁ)(TO’)&'IEJQo QU(U)'I(IDO(T)O QIaMIS3C6eTI30? eSO VRN
60BUD MSENIMT?

Yes. The events in the 3rd and 4thr paragraphs take
place in a house in the village where Vanka’s gran-
dad works as a night watchman. .

4. How does grandfather create an atmosphere of

fun and laughter? psBEM@INT BV alElw]

’ HSW30 ORIBWIOSW3o ERIDEEY0 TIISIEOHIMOI? '

With the old man’s titter, he would pinch a maid or -
one of the cooks. He would give snuff to the women

“and even to the dogs and make them sneeze.

Pick out words and phrases used to des'crlhe‘th'e

_pight. eo@o® aibgmeem DaIEWIIZEIEN3I IBEIBEZ0

£63560B830 aPSIOTDLIMIH. . e
;JB dark ii. sprinkled with gaily twinkling stars.

i, clear Milky Way . 4
What sort of a life did Vanka lead at the
shoemaker’s place? ngm3 ©oowie3sg  aloaog]

. 030M3 621e3a13HOTIEeS ANSId AIE)I malale3mai?

At the shoemaker’s place Vanka led a miserable life, -

" What, according to Vanka, would happen to him

if his grandfather didn’t take him back home?
Why did he think so? ]
Qomg)d  @em  Agieales  HISINENIMRICAIeRB T
ad(03 oRANSNIOAMIENT UIHI HAZFTIWM ? aPIMIOBIETS 2.8
He thought he would die if his grandad did not take
him back home. Vanka couldn’t bear the torture any
longer. S
Why couldn’t Vanka run away from the home of
the shoemaker? sueganeyomiwies alslobmay &Sl |
G0N WIBHIWEH HSFIWICNEIMOMIMINGHITRIVNEIMI?
He had no boots and he was afraid of the frost.

Vanka is working for a shoemaker; but he
doesn’t have boots. What do you understand

- from this? aeo &0y ewEeICTICWIRSITRIENT

10.

1.

G202 Bal@IMOOMBILIZe ERAUN 62lE3RIHUD e). e@ATD
mBmMmasN MIETRudEs AMTYIRISIME ? B

The 'shoemaker was very cruel to his apprentice,
Vanka. He didn’t like to give Vanka a pair of boots.

What promises does Vanka make to his grand- .
father so that he would take him back home?
B30I @O GIEOS ANSICRIBN3 HGMITRICAUIGIMELUETR]
aOIDEII0 UIIVIBIMETBBIENT GRERANOTNNT AIEHI M@DSIM@?

Vanka promises that he will grind snuff for his

grandad. He will clean the boots and go as a shep-

herd boy. When he grows up,he will look after his

grandad and will not Iet anyone_hurt him. He will

always pray for his grandad. '

What beaut_iful memories of Christmas does '
Vanka cherish? @VamIemenaila] apOImINGEE AN
NREIQ" BIGEGSIENT (B IWHIBSOT? '




He remembers his grandfather going with him to

get a Christmas tree for the gentry. They would take
the tree to the biglhouse and decorate it.

12. Who was Vanka’s favourite? Why did he like
her? mpoowlegmy WIBIMOS (IWOMSOIN?  apam)
ORI (B ERUOS DISHAISOY?

‘Miss Olga Ignatyevna was Vanka’s favourite. She
used to give him sweets and helped him learn to
read, write, count numbers and even to dance.

13. How did Vanka reach-Moscow?
QIBI oNEURAM CHITMICEIWHLITION?
When Vanka’s mother Pelageya died, grandad had
to send him to Alyakhin, the shoemaker in Moscow.
14. ‘I have such a miserable life worse than a dog’s
What made Vanka say so? o
‘803 MIOOZES NIMEOMENID RIS a@e)
sdlnflde. 6UROM al0WITH NIEHIHM BAlNy@ImITIEIMI?
-~ Vanka was beaten all the time and was often
starved. So he said that his life was worse than a
~ dog’s. , .
15. Do you think Vanka’s letter will reach his grand-
father? Why? aosowzes apeemy aammeent Grsyom
aD@MROAAT MORUH &ETINICUI? oA SHIENS ?
No. The letter will not reach grandfather, because
he hasn’t written the address.

16. What did Vanka dream about in his sleep?
aDamIET QUIBI MlaJMo GHEBOY? .
Vanka dreamed his grandfather sitting on a stove
ledge and reading Vanka’s letter to the cooks.

17. Does the reference to Eel have any significance
in the story? How? o9 snolod selemenidales
@IBOWBOTOIN aPHIDE;IRIZo (IIMIM|o DEERI? aPEUBRAM?
The reference to the miserable life of Eel helps us

. understand the intensity of Vanka’s sufferings as an
apprentice.

, Let’s revisit
[ Activity 1
According to Vanka, what kind of a per-
son is Konstantin Makarich? Do you justify
Makarich’s decision to send Vanka away to
Moscow? Why? '

QBN GRS THINICHIDERIEH CROWENINNMISS BEHIE
alloah) oiegnomecm msmeh MOOIEEIEHIMICAUI? aPIMINRHIONS ?
| do agree with Makarich’s decision. Since Vanka lost
both his father and mother, he was really an orphan. His
grandad Makarich was a pretty old man without suffi-
cient income to look after his grandson. So he thought

that it would be nice for Vanka to learn a job. Hence the
decision of the grandad is right. :

M Activity 2 . -
How did the people in Alyakhin’s workplace



treat Vanka? @eepalon) ceeoplMORIOOT  Gos3dmh
(UIBHIBAIS a(EUBAM MalENII?

Complete the following table using appropriate
phrases / clauses from the story. (Textbook page 151)

B Activity 3
How is Moscow, the big town, contrasted
with the village where Vanka lived?
w®y  edaleleaam  (IBaUZAIW] IR HalWmITD
GRINICHI (M ORI MNGo apEIBHM? :
In Moscow, there are many gentlemen’s houses, @ .
lot of horses but no sheep. The dogs in Moscow
are not a bit fierce. The boys in Moscow do not go
about with the star at Christmas. They won't sing in-
church. There are shops where all kinds of guns aré
for sale. In the butcher’s shop many sorts of birds
and animals are available. |
" In Vanka’s village, houses are very few. Sheep are
in plenty. Dogs are often fierce. The boys in his
- village go about with the star at Christmas and sing
in church. Shops are very few. The people never
conceal truth.



