1.

o - Textbook Exerclses

Who is the speaker in the poem? Do you feel the '

presence of a listener? How? -
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The speaker in the poem is an anonymous mother.

Yes, we feel the presence of a listener. She address- -

es her son several times.

What does the expression ‘no crystal stalr
mean? ‘no crystal stair «m @ewINe apmos
@ROOONIEHINO) 2

It means that her Journey of life was not smooth |

clear or simple. - :
Was - life easy for. the narrator? Plck out

evidence from this stanza to support your

- anSWer. s0lowioh MorvIElesgmn Ge3es sdlmo gna -
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“Life wasn’t easy for the narrator.

‘Life for me ain’t been no crystal stair’

~ It’s'had tacks in it,




And splinters,
And boards torn up, |
- And places with no-carpet on the floor —

Bare
_ The first stanza ends with the word ‘bare What'

‘does the speaker mean hy the word ‘bhare’?
RINIAOO aldBo-bare ofan AN GRAIMIMEHIINO.
Bare apm (UIBHZO IO aPAMIEN GRO@OAIHNZIMNT) ?
‘Bare’ here means ‘with very little furnishings’, or
rough realities of life.

When life becomes challenging, does the
speaker give up? How do you know?
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No, the speaker never gives up. She has been
climbing on and reaching.landings. :

. What do the phrases ‘turnin’ corners’ and set
down on the steps mean?

“urnin’ corners’ and ‘set -down on the steps’ nﬂ)(TTﬂ
: (nJ(SGDO{Dﬁ'GBU’D @ROOAISHZMD) a()(D) 2 :

The phrase ‘turnin’ corners’ means that she has
‘been overcoming unexpected - difficulties with
determination. By ‘set down on the steps’ the
speaker means ‘rest on the stairs of life’.

The speaker speaks of the ‘dark times’. What
does the poetreferto here? ‘dark times’ emesg
- 91388 al@dabUdo aPaUInMm nugnﬂrtﬂces)gmg? ‘

‘Dark times’ refers to the desperate and mlserable
living conditions at the time of their slavery.

. What advice does the speaker give? Pick out
the relevant lines from the poem. |
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She advises her son never to give up, never turn
back and keep on moving up. |
‘S0, boy, don’t you turn back.
Don’t you set down on the steps
Don’t you fall now -



9. With what message does the poem end?
0 (M30CRREOMISIEISIWIET UM @RAIVIHENZMMO) ?

Life isn ta bed of roses, SO face it bravely.
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* (Textbook pages 158 161)

" Read the poem agam and answer the questions

Answers :
2. b
3. C.
4, C.
.5' a.
6. C.
7. a.
8. .

1. d. life
a life with many dlﬁlcultles and challenges

compassionate forces in her life |
to emphasize how difficult and ‘bare’ of

uxuries the mother’s life had been
shases in her life where she tried to solve

problems on her own
Don’t give up; reach out to the goals you

have set for yourself.
Crystals are beautiful, but they are also

fragile and slippery.

‘One requires steady persmtence to go up

and down a stairway.
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