Question 5.

How did AJ Cronin conclude that the seamen
were inflected with smallpox?

Answer:

AJ Cronin concluded that the seamen were
inflected wi.th smallpox because he
discovered hard little nodules under their wrist
skin. It was the sure symptom of smallpox.



Question 6.
Describe Captain Hamble. What was his
reaction when he heard about the breakout of

smallpox on the ship?

Answer:

Captain Hamble was a thickset man of fifty
five. He was known as a strict disciplinarian.
When the doctor told him that two of the
deckhands had small pox, Captain Hamble's
lips drew tightly together showing his tension.
He was also a just and fair-minded officer.
When he heard about the breakout of
smallpox on the ship, he asked the doctor to
do his best to keep the disease frorn
spreading. He also wanted others not to know
of the disease as passengers would then get
panicky.



Question 7.

Where and how was the shelter for the
infected patients made?

Answer:

The shelter for the infected patients was
made in the back part of the ship where it
wouldn't be so visible to others. Hasan was
the main person who made the shelter. In an
hour he erected a large canvas shelter.
Mattresses and sheets were then brought up
and the two patients were placed there.



Question 8.

How did the serang take care of the diseased
patients?

ANswer:

The serang was very sincere and
compassionate in caring for the diseased
patients. It was a situation to test the
strongest nerves. But the serang was calm
and undisturbed. In attending the patients, he
seemed untiring. The doctor had to beg him to
be careful and asked him not to go too close
to the patients. But the serang was not afraid
and he continued taking care of the patients in
all possible ways.



Question 9.

What information did Dr Cronin collect about
the serang?

Answer:

Dr Cronin | gathered some information about
the serang’s past history. His name was
Hasan. He was from the Punjab. But his
parents had moved into south India. There like

many others in the coastal region he had
taken to the sea-faring life. For nearly 40
years, he had been travelling in the various
oceans of the world. In the Ranaganiji he had
spent 15 years. He had no place on shore; he
had no friends or family. He had never
married. He was a Muslim. All his life he had
acquired nothing, neither money nor property.
What he had was worth a few rupees and it
was in the ship.



Question 10.

What was Hasan's attitude to life, as explained
to Cronin?

Answer:

Hasan thought money was of no use for
someone who had all that he needed. He was
quite happy with the way he was. He needed
no extra money for his service. He had no

respect for money and he despised it. He was
never worried about tomorrow.



