Tenses

Verbs comeinthree tenses: past, present, and future. The pastis used to describe things that have
already happened (e.g., earlierinthe day, yesterday, last week, three years ago). The presenttenseis
usedto describe things that are happeningright now, or things that are continuous. The future tense

describesthingsthathave yetto happen (e.g., later, tomorrow, next week, nextyear, three years from

now
The followingtableillustrates the properuse of verb tenses:

e Simple Present
e Simple Past
e Simple Future

| read nearly every day.
Last night, | read an entire novel.
| will read as much as | can thisyear.

e PresentContinuous
e Past Continuous
e Future Continuous

| am reading Shakespeare atthe moment.
| was reading Edgar Allan Poe last night.
| will be reading Nathaniel Hawthorne soon.

e PresentPerfect
e Past Perfect
e Future Perfect

| have read so many books
| can’t keep count.

| had read at least 100 books by the time | was twelve.




| will have read at least 500 books by the end of the year.

e PresentPerfect Continuous
e Past Perfect Continuous
e Future Perfect Continuous

| have beenreadingsince | was fouryears old.

| had beenreadingforatleasta yearbefore mysisterlearnedtoread.

| will have been readingforat leasttwo hours before dinnertonight.
CONDITIONALS-IF CONDITIONALS 33-35

Conditional Sentences are also known as Conditional Clauses or If Clauses. They are used to

expressthatthe actioninthe main clause (withoutif) can only take place if a certain condition (inthe

clause withiif) is fulfilled. There are three types of Conditional Sentences.

Conditional Sentence Type 1

- ltispossible and alsovery likely that the condition will be fulfilled.

Form: if + Simple Present, will-Future

Example: If Ifind heraddress, I'll send heraninvitation.

Conditional Sentence Type 2

- Itispossible butvery unlikely, that the condition will be fulfilled.

Form: if + Simple Past,Conditional | (=would + Infinitive)

Example:If | found her address, | would send heraninvitation.

Conditional Sentence Type 3

-> Itisimpossible that the condition will be fulfilled because it refersto the past.

Form: if + Past Perfect,Conditional Il (=would + have + Past Participle)

Example:Ifl had found heraddress, | would have sentheraninvitation.

EITHER ... OR 48-49
Either...or... connects two choices:

I’ve saved some money to buy either [choice 1]ascooteror [choice 2]an a bike.




It'seitherblack or grey. | can’t remember.
You can stay eitherinhome orin hostel
Eitherl drive tothe airportor| geta taxi
NEITHER ... NOR 48-49

We can use neitherasa conjunction with nor. It connects two or more negative alternatives. This
can sound formal in speaking:
NeitherBrian nor his wife mentioned anything about moving house.
NeitherItaly nor France got to the quarterfinalslastyear.
Neitherourfamilies norourfriends know that we are getting married!
We had neitherumbrellas norraincoats with us

ACTIVE TO PASSIVE AND PASSIVE TO ACTIVE-122
Passive voice is used whenthe focusis onthe action. It is not important or notknown, however, who
or what is performing the action.
Example: My bike was stolen.
In the example above, the focusis on the fact that my bike was stolen. | do not know, however, who
didit.
Sometimes astatementin passiveis more polite than active voice, as the following example shows:
Example: A mistake was made.
In this case, | focus on the fact that a mistake was made, but| do not blame anyone (e.g. You have
made a mistake.).
Form of Passive
Subject + finite form of to be + Past Participle (3rd column of irregularverbs)
Example: Aletter was written.
When rewriting active sentencesin passive voice, note the following:

the object of the active sentence becomes the subject of the passive sentence




the finite form of the verb is changed (to be + past participle)
the subject of the active sentence becomes the object of the passive sentence (oris dropped)
Tense SubjectVerb Object

Simple Present Active: Ritawrites aletter.
Passive: Aletteris written by Rita.

Simple Past Active: Ritawrote aletter.

Passive: Aletter was written by Rita.
PresentPerfect Active: Ritahaswrittenaletter.
Passive:Aletter has been written by Rita.

Future | Active: Ritawill write aletter.

Passive: Aletter will be written by Rita.

can Active: Ritacan write a letter.

Passive: Alettercan be written by Rita.

Examples of Passive

Tense SubjectVerb Object

Present continuous Active:Ritais writingaletter.
Passive:Aletteris being written by Rita.

Past continuous Active: Rita was writing aletter.
Passive: Aletter was being written by Rita.

Past Perfect Active: Ritahad written aletter.
Passive:Aletterhad been written by Rita.

Future Il Active: Ritawill have written aletter.
Passive: Aletter will have been written by Rita.
Conditional | Active: Ritawould write aletter.

Passive: Aletter would be written by Rita.




Conditional Il Active: Ritawould have written aletter.
Passive: Aletter would have been written by Rita.
Passive Sentences with Two Objects
Rewriting an active sentence with two objects in passive voice means that one of the two objects
becomesthe subject, the otherone remains an object. Which object to transforminto a subject
depends onwhatyou want to putthe focus on.
SubjectVerb Object1 Object 2
Active:Ritawrote a letter to me.
Passive: Aletter was written to me by Rita.
Passive:lwaswritten a letter by Rita.

REPORTING QUESTIONS-143
When we report what people say, we usually change the tense of the verbs toreflect thatwe are
reporting—not giving direct speech. This patternisfollowed when we report questions and there are
alsootherimportant changes between direct questions and reported questions.
Yes/no questions
Direct question: Do you like workingin teams? Reported question: He asked if | like workingin
teams.
When we reportyes/no questions we use ‘if or ‘whether’.
Direct question: Did you enjoy the party? Reported question: She asked me whetherI’d enjoyed the
party.
The tense of the verb changesas itdoesinreported speech but we don’t use auxiliary verbs. The
word order isthe same as in an affirmative sentence.
Questions with aquestion word
Direct question: What time does the train leave? Reported question: He asked what time the train left.

Whenthereisa question word (what, where, why, who, when, how)we use that question wordin the




reported question but there is no auxiliary verb and the word orderis like an affirmative sentence
(‘whattime the train left’ not He asked me what time did the train leave.)
Look at some more examples:

Direct question: Who didyou see?

Reported question: She asked me who I'd seen.

Direct question: Where did you go to school?

Reported question: He asked me where I’d gone to school.

Direct question: Why are you crying?

Reported question: She asked him why he was crying.

Notice thatthe reported questions do not have a question mark at the end.
Changingassertive sentences into exclamatory sentence-144
.Exclamatory sentences How + adj + sub + verb !

Assertive Sentences Sub +Verb + (a) very ( adj, noun)

1. Itis averynice bird.

Excl: What a nice bird itis!

2. This was the most exciting match.

Excl: What an exciting match this was!

3. They were the most wonderful examples.

Excl: How wonderful examples they were!

4. The rose is a very beautiful flower.

Excl: What a beautiful flowerthe rose is!

5. The rose is a very beautiful.

Excl: How beautiful the rose is!

6. He playsvery nicely.

Excl: How nicely he plays!




7. The day isvery hot.

Excl: How hot the day is!

8. The sunshinesvery hotly.
Excl: How hotly the sunshines.
9. It was a very lovely day.

Excl: What a lovely day it was!
10. We loved himvery warmly.
Excl: How warmly we loved him!

CHANGING EXCLAMATORY SENTENCES INTO ASSERTIVE SENTENCE-144
.Exclamatory sentences which start with 'How' or 'What', Inthese sentences 'How'or'What' are
replaced by Subjectand use 'very'before Adjectivetointerchange Exclamatory sentencesinto
Assertive sentences.

Examples:

(a) Exclamatory : How foolish I have been !

Assertive : 1 have beenvery foolish.

(b) Exclamatory : What a dangerous thinga little knowledge is !

Assertive : Alittle knowledge is avery dangerous thing.

Rule 2. 'wish'is used tointerchange sentences which start with O, Oh, Would, If etc.
Examples:

(a) Exclamatory : O that | were a child again !

Assertive : lwish that | were a child again.

(b) Exclamatory : Would that | had got success !

Assertive : lwish that | had got success.

Rule 3. The sentences which start with 'Alas’, 'Hurrah' and 'Bravo' words are replaced with'ltis sad',

"It is a matter of joy'and 'lt is a matter of praise'respectively.




Examples:

(a) Exclamatory : Alas ! We have lost the battle.

Assertive : Itis sad that we have lost the battle.

(b) Exclamatory : Hurrah | My sisterhaswon the first prize.

Assertive : Itis a matter of joy that my sister has won the first prize.

(c) Exclamatory : Bravo ! You have secured first position.

Assertive : Itis a matter of praise thatyou have secured first position

Would rather-154-155

We use would ratheror’d rather to talk about preferring one thing to another. Would rather has two
different constructions. (The subjects are underlined inthe examples.)

Compare

same subject (+ base form) different subject (+ past simple clause)

I’d rather stay at home than go out tonight. I’d ratheryou stayed at home tonight.

I’drather not go outtonight. I’d ratheryou didn’t go out tonight

When the subjectisthe same personinboth clauses, we use would rather (not) followed by the base
form of the verb:

We'd rather go on Monday.

Not: We’d rather to go ... or We’d rathergoing...

More than half the people questioned would rather have ashorter summerbreakand more
holidays at othertimes.

I’d rather not fly. | hate planes.

When we want to refer to the past we use would rather + have + -ed form (perfectinfinitive
withoutto):

She would rather have spentthe moneyona holiday. (The money wasn’t spenton aholiday.)

I’drather have seenitat the cinemathan on DVD. (I saw the filmon DVD.)




Differentsubjects
When the subjects of the two clauses are different, we often use the past simpleto talk about the
presentorfuture, and the past perfectto talk about the past:
| would ratherthey did somethingaboutitinstead of just talkingaboutit. (pastsimple to talk
aboutthe presentorfuture)
Wouldyourather | wasn’thonestwith you? (pastsimple totalk about the presentorfuture)
Not: Would you ratherI’m nothonest withyou?or...| won’t be honest withyou?
I’drather you hadn’t rung me at work. (past perfecttotalk about the past)
I WISH I COULD.....154
| wish | couldsing better.
| wish | could settle the argument.
| wish | could sail around the world.
| wish | could remain calm duringall of this.
| wish | couldrememberhis name.
I wish | could replace my old car witha new one.
| wish | could play outside.
| wish | could go to the game with you.
| wish | could write better.

| wish | could own my own business.
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