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First Past the Post System (FPTP System) &
Proportional Representation

Features of the FPTP system

Country is divided into smaller constituencies.

Every elects one representative.

Voters votes for a candidate.

A Party may get more seats than votes tin the legislature.
Majority of votes is not needed to win the election.

Features of the Proportional Representation system

Country is divided into a single constituency or a few large
constituencies.

More than one representative may be elected from one constituency.
Voters votes for the party.

Every party gets seats in the legislature in proportion to the
percentage of votes that it gets.

Majority of votes is needed to win the election.

Functions of the Flection Commission

Prepare and up-to-date voters’ list.

Determine the election schedule.

Develop a model code of conduct.

Postpone the election in case of emergency.

Take necessary precautions in problematic areas.

Cancel the election in a particular polling booth or constituency. -
Order re — poll where irregularities have taken place during election
time.

Order recount if dispute arises.
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- Accord recognition to political parties and allots symbols to political
parties.

Electoral Reforms

India has one of the best electoral systems in the world. But the Indian
electoral system is also not perfect. Below are some suggestions that can
be taken to improve the Indian electoral system.

1.  Change the electoral system in India to proportional representation.
Implement women reservation.

Strict provisions to control the role of money in elections.

Bar candidates with criminal background.

Complete ban on caste and religious appeals in the election
campaigns.

Make laws to ensure the functioning of political parties is transparent
and democratic. .
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