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FOCUS AREA
4. EXECUTIVE

The powers of the government are divided into three
organs: the Executive, the Legislature and the Judiciary. The main
responsibility of the executive is to implement policies and laws approved by
the legislature.

PARLIAMENTARY EXECUTIVE IN INDIA

The Constitution of India prescribes a system of parliamentary
executive at Center and State level. The Central Executive comprises the
President, the Vice President, the Prime Minister, the Cabinet and the
Bureaucracy. The State Executive comprises the Governor, the Chief
Minister, ministers and government officials.

Reasons to adopt Parliamentary system
1. Familiar System - During the British period, there was a form of
parliamentary system existed in India.
2. Responsible Government - The parliamentary system is more
responsible to  the people and the parliament.
3. Prevents Despotism - There is less chance of personal worship
and dictatorship in the parliamentary system.

The President

The President is the Head of the Indian State . He is
also known as India's first citizen. Dr. Rajendra Prasad was the first
President of India. The current President of India is Ram Nath Kovind.
Election of the President - The President is elected by an Electoral
College which consists of elected Members of Parliament and State
Legislatures. President is elected for a term of 5 years.
Impeachment - The President can be removed from office only through
impeachment. The President can be released only if there is a special
majority in Parliament. The President can only be impeached if he violates
the Constitution.
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Powers of the President — President has major powers in a
parliamentary system. These powers are in reality used by the president
only on the advise given by the Cabinet . The following are the major
powers that the President can exercise in accordance with the decision of
the ruling party:
- Appointment of Prime Minister and other ministers.
- Summons the Parliament. -
- Nominates 12 members to Rajya Sabha and 2 members to Lok
Sabha.
- Appoints judges of Supreme Court and High Courts.
Acts as Commander — in- Chief of the Indian Armed Forces.

Dlscretlonary Powers of the President

The power of the President of India to take independent
decisions in certain circumstances is known as discretionary powers. The
President can exercise his discretion in three different situations.

1. The advice given by the Cabinet may be returned for reconsideration.
The President is obliged to accept the Cabinet decision if it returns
again without modification.

2. The bills passed by Parliament may be returned for reconsideration.
He can also withhold the bill. President's possession of a without
giving assent is known as pocket veto. The President is obliged to
sign the bill if it is submitted to the President's again with or without
change.

3. If no political party has a clear majority in the Lok Sabha elections,
the President may use his discretionary power to select the Prime
Minister.

The Prime Minister

The Prime Minister is the head of the government and
cabinet . Prime Minister is appointed by the President. The Leader of a
majority party in the Lok Sabha is appointed as Prime Minister. If no
political party has a clear majority in the Lok Sabha elections, the
President can use his discretionary power to choose the Prime Minister.
The major powers of the prime minister is given below :
1.  Advise the President
2. Select the Ministers
3.  Allocate the rank and portfolio of ministers
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4.  Act as a link between the President and the Cabinet.
5.  Decide the policies of the government.
6.  Represent the country in international platforms.

Collective Responsibility - The Prime Minister and Ministers are
responsible to the Lok Sabha. All Ministers are bound to accept and
implement the decisions taken by the Cabinet. Ministers who refuse to
accept Cabinet decisions should resign from the Cabinet. All ministers,
including the prime minister, must resign if a motion of no-confidence is
passed against any minister.

Coalition Government

When no political party gets a clear majority in the Lok Sabha
elections, multiple political parties form a coalition government. Between
1989 and 2014, several coalition ministries came to power in India. The
following are the major changes that the coalition ministries have made in
Indian politics.

1. The power of the Prime Minister has diminished.

2. The President's discretion increased.

3. The Prime Minister's power to select ministers has diminished.

4. Negotiations with allies are inevitable in government policy making.

5. Many coalition ministries failed to complete a five-year term.

6. Regional political parties have become increasingly important in
national politics.

Size of the Cabinet

According to the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution, the
number of ministers has been reduced to 15% of the total number of
Members of Parliament / State Legislatures. This provision was made to
prevent ministers from buying into the government.

Bureaucracy

The bureaucracy is a bureaucracy that helps ministers to formulate and
implement policies. Government officials should not take active political
action. The following are some of the key differences between a political
executive and a permanent executive.
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Political executive Permanent executive
e Elected by the people * Selected on the basis of merit
e No specific educational] ¢ Specific educational qualifications
qualifications are needed
 Non permanent. Elected for| ¢ Permanent. Remain in office till
a term of five years their retirement
* Not trained e Trained

Types of Civil Services

The Indian Civil Service is divided into three categories.
All India Service - The All India Service is comprised of personnel
working under the Central Government and the State Governments. The
existing three all-India services are the Indian Administrative Service, the
Indian Police Service and the Indian Forest Service.
Central Service - Officers who work only under the Central Government
are part of the Central Service. Indian Foreign Service, Indian Railways
and Indian Revenue Service are examples of central service.
State Service - Officers working only under the State Government, State
Sales Tax Officers and State Civil Service are part of the State Service.

The Union Public Service Commission elects the officers

of the All India Service and the Central Service. The officers of the State
Service are also appointed by the Public Service Commission of the State.

Criticisms against bureaucracy

- The public is unable to approach many government officials.

- Many government officials are not interested in public issues.

- The needs of the public are often not met on time.

- There are corrupt people in the bureaucracy.

- There are situations where officials cannot function independently
due to political interference.
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