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13. EQUALITY

Equality is a powerful idea which gives
equal respect and consideration to all the human beings. Equality
opposes discrimination in the name of religion, caste, colour, race,
economic status, gender or language.

The Dimensions of Equality

1. Political equality - The democratic societies guarantee equal rights
to all its citizens. Political equality includes the right to vote, the right to
contest in elections, freedom of expression etc. Political equality
guarantees the participation of all citizens in the democratic process.

2. Social equality -Society should guarantee minimum condition of life
to all the members of the society. It includes health care, education,
minimum wage empowerment of women , reservation for the backward
classes etc. All sections of people should be respected in the society.

3. Economic equality -Differences in property and income creates
economic inequality. Even if absolute economic equality is not possible,
the government can take measures to reduce inequality between the
people. Democratic societies try to reduce the gap between rich and
poor by providing equal opportunity to all.

Ways to promote equality
1. Establishing formal equality - All unnecessary restrictions on

political, social and economic rights should be brought to an
end. Most of the modern constitutions contains provisions against
discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth.

2. Equality through different treatment - Sometimes it is necessary
to treat people differently in order to ensure that they can enjoy equal
rights. It includes special care given to people with disabilities and
women.

3. Affirmative action - Affirmative actions are the positive measures
taken to minimise and eliminate entrenched forms of social inequalities.
Scholarship and hostel facility to the weaker section and reservation
system are examples of affirmative actions.
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