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Call by value method Call by reference method 
Ordinary variables are used as 
formal parameters. 

Reference variables are used as 
formal parameters 
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Actual parameters may be 
constants, variables. 

Actual parameters will be 
variables only. 

The changes made in the formal 
arguments do not 
reflect in actual arguments. 

The changes made in the formal 
arguments to reflect in actual 
arguments. 

Exclusive memory allocation is 
required for the  
formal arguments. 

Memory of actual arguments is 
shared by formal arguments. 

Arguments are declared as 
ordinary variables in the 
function definition 

The ampersand symbol ( & ) is 
used before arguments in the 
function definition  
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