
SAMPLE QUESTION PAPER (ENGLISH FIRST YEAR) 

Answer all questions from 1-3
Read the following excerpt and answer the questions that follow. 

 I realised that superstition was not confined to India. I did not have the heart to tell the 
mother and daughter that the ring was nothing much, brass with a piece of ordinary glass 
stuck into it. 

1.Who is the speaker? (1) 
2. Which word in the passage means 'false belief'. ? (1) 
3. What is the superstition mentioned here?  ( 2 )

B. Answer all questions from 4 to 6
Read the following lines from the poem and answer the questions that follow. 
Without thee what is all the morning's wealth? 
Come, blessed barrier between day and day, 
Dear mother of fresh thoughts and joyous health!
4. What is mentioned here as the ' blessed barrier between day and day. '(1) 
5.Identify the figure of speech in the third line?(1) 
6.Why is sleep called mother of fresh thoughts and joyous health? (2) 

Answer any three questions from 7 to 10.Each carries 2 scores. 

7.The dialogue between Dr A J Cronin and Hasan is given below
. 
Report the dialogue

A J Cronin:And now, who is going to help me attend these men? 
Hasan :Why ,naturally it is I. '

8.Complete the following passage choosing the right word given in the box
 (nevertheless, but, in spite of) 
 
 a. Hawking's doctors hoped that his condition would stabilize, ______ the disease 
aggregated rapidly. 
b. ______, for about a year and half, Hawking was lonely and bored. 
9.Complete the following
a. If you speak the truth, ______.
b. _____, I would  have   helped you. 

10.One of your friends has a plan to buy a new mobile phone.. Write two pieces of advice 
that you would like to give him. (2) 

a. You should__
b. Don't_____



Answer any five questions from. (11to 17) each carries 4 scores.

11.Edit the following passage.. 

a. At the island if kandavu, one of the larger island of the Fiji group, and some fifty miles by 
water from the capital city of Suva, are the fijian village of Namuana. 

12.Your school is Oranganising a debate on the topic  women have the right to enjoy   same 
freedom as men. 

Prepare four points  infavour  of the topic.. 
13. Imagine that you are the tourist guide  . Prepare a speech welcoming the tourists to your 
beautiful locality. 

Read the following excerpt and answer the questions that follow. 

 I realised that superstition was not confined to India. I did not have the heart to tell the 
mother and daughter that the ring was nothing much, brass with a piece of ordinary glass 
stuck into it. 

1.Who is the speaker? (1) 
2. Which word in the passage means 'false belief'. ? (1) 
3. What is the superstition mentioned here?  ( 2 ) 
B. Answer all questions from 4 to 6

Read the following lines from the poem and answer the questions that follow. 
Without thee what is all the morning's wealth? 
Come, blessed barrier between day and day, 
Dear mother of fresh thoughts and joyous health!
4 What is mentioned here as the ' blessed barrier between day and day. '(1) 
5  Identify the figure of speech in the third line?(1) 
6Why is sleep called mother of fresh thoughts and  joyous health? (2) 

Answer any three questions from 7 to 10.Each carries 2 scores. 

7.The dialogue between Dr A J Cronin and Hasan is given below
. 
Report the dialogue
A J Cronin:And now, who is going to help me attend these men? 
Hasan :Why ,naturally it is I. '
8.Complete the following passage choosing the right word given in the box

 (nevertheless, but, in spite of) 
 
a. Hawking's doctors hoped that his condition would stabilize, ______ the disease 
aggregated rapidly. 
b. ______, for about a year and half, Hawking was lonely and bored. 
9.Complete the following



a. If you speak the truth, ______.
b. _____, I would  have   helped you. 

10.One of your friends has a plan to buy a new mobile phone.. Write two pieces of advice 
that you would like to give him. (2) 

a. You should__
b. Don't_____

Answer any five questions from. (11to 18) each carries 4 scores.

11.Edit the following passage.. 

a. At the island if kandavu, one of the larger island of the Fiji group, and some fifty miles by 
water from the capital city of Suva, are the fijian village of Namuana. 

12..Your school is Oranganising a debate on the topic  women have the right to enjoy   same
freedom as men. 
Prepare four points  in favour  of the topic.. 
13. Imagine that you are the tourist guide  . Prepare a speech welcoming the tourists to your 
beautiful locality

14.Comment on the significance of the  title
'Gooseberries'

15.Attempt the character sketch of   Mother seagull in the story  "His first flight"

16Prepare a short write up on the benefits of walking. 

17.Explain the message  conveyed through  in the given lines

If thou art worn and hard beset
With sorrows that thou
Wouldst forget
If thou wouldst read a lesson that will keep
Thy heart from fainting
And thy soul from sleep
Go to the woods and hills! No tears  
Dim the sweet that nature wears. 

Answer any five questions from 18 to 23each carries (6 scores) 

18. Prepare a profile of the  writer using the hints given below

Born..... 19Aug 1951 shiggaon Karnataka

Education: BVB college of engineering. Cornell University New York



Spouse:N.R Narayana Murphy

Occupation:Chairperson of Infosys foundation, Children's writer. 

Notable works: How I taught my grandmother to read, Mahaswetha, Dollar Bahu

Awards:Padmasree, Padmabhushan

19.Imagine that you get a chance to interview the village boy who posed a question to Dr 
APJ Abdulkalam. Prepare a set of three questions and possible responses. 

20.You are concerned about the levelling of Paddy fields in your locality.. Prepare a letter to 
be sent the editor of the popular daily. 

21.Imagine that Mr Gupta sends an e-mail to his sister about his meeting with the Clifford 
family. Draft the e-mail. 

22.your school has conducted a seminar on the topic use and abuse of  cyberspace. 
Prepare a report of the seminar to be published in the school magazine. 

23 . Imagine that you are  the reporter of local daily. you visited a place hit by an earthquake.
Prepare a newspaper report for your daily. 

Answer any two questions  each carries 8 scores

24.Mahatmagandhi speaks about the needs to fight social evils. Prepare a script of  a 
speech to be delivered in the school assembly... "Role of the youths in fighting social evils"

25. Prepare a travel essay describing your  experience  visiting any place recently.. 

26.Read the poem "To fight aloud is very brave' by Emily Dickinson.. Prepare a note of 
appreciation. University New York

Spouse:N.R Narayana Murphy

Occupation:Chairperson of Infosys foundation, Children's writer. 

Notable works: How I taught my grandmother to read, Mahaswetha, Dollar Bahu

Awards: Padamashri, padamabhushan. 

15.Comment on the significance of the title  'Gooseberries'

16.Attempt the character sketch of  Jope smith in the story 'serang of Ranagangi'. 

17.Prepare a short write up on the benefits of walking. 



18.Explain the message  conveyed through  in the given lines

If thou art worn and hard beset
With sorrows that thou
Wouldst forget
If thou wouldest read a lesson that will keep
Thy heart from fainting
And thy soul from sleep
Go to the woods and hills! No tears  
Dim the sweet that nature wears. 

Answer any five questions from 19 to 25 each carries (6 scores) 

19.Imagine that you get a chance to interview the village boy who posed a question to Dr 
APJ Abdulkalam. Prepare a set of three questions and possible responses. 

20.You are concerned about the levelling of Paddy fields in your locality.. Prepare a letter to 
be sent the editor of the popular daily. 

21.Imagine that Mr Gupta sends an e-mail to his sister about his meeting with the Clifford 
family. Draft the e-mail. 

22.your school has conducted a seminar on the topic use and abuse of  cyberspace. 
Prepare a report of the seminar to be published in the school magazine. 

23 . Imagine that you are  the reporter of local daily. you visited a place hit by an earthquake.
Prepare a newspaper report for your daily. 

Answer any two questions  each carries 8 scores

24.Mahatma gandhi speaks about the needs to fight social evils. Prepare a script of  a 
speech to be delivered in the school assembly... "Role of the youths in fighting social evils"

25. Prepare a travel essay describing your  experience  visiting any place recently.. 

26.Read the poem "To fight aloud is very brave' by Emily Dickinson.. Prepare a note of 
appreciation.


