
HOURS AND YEARS

UNIT I

 � Half a Day - Naguib Mahfouz

 � Debts of Gratitude - Selma Lagerlof

 � Nothing Twice (Poem) - Wislawa Szymborska

Time present and time past
Are both perhaps present in time future,
And time future contained in time past.

- T. S. Eliot
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4 I was not 
convinced. I did not 
believe there was 
really any good to 
be had in tearing 
me away from the 
intimacy of my home 
and throwing me 
into this building. 
It looked like some 
huge, high-walled 
fortress, stern and 
grim.

5 When we arrived at the gate, we could see the 
courtyard, vast and crammed full of boys and girls. “Go in 
by yourself,” said my father, “and join them. Put a smile on 
your face and be a good example to others, won't you?”

6 I hesitated and clung to his hand, but he gently 
pushed me from him. “Be bold,” he said. “Today you truly 
begin life. You will find me waiting for you when it’s time 
to leave.”

7 I took a few steps, then stopped and looked, but saw 
nothing. Then the faces of boys and girls came into view. I 
did not know a single one of them. None of them knew me. 
I felt I was a stranger who had lost his way. But glances of 
curiosity were directed toward me, and a boy approached 
and asked, “Who brought you?”

 “My father,” I whispered.

 “My father’s dead,” he said quite simply.

8 I did not know what to say.  The gate was closed, 
letting out a pitiable screech. Some of the children burst 
into tears. The bell rang. A lady came along, followed by a 
group of men. The men began sorting us into ranks.   

9 “This is your new home,” said the woman. “Here too 
there are mothers and fathers. Here there is everything 
that is enjoyable and beneficial to knowledge and life. Dry 
your tears and face life joyfully, won't you?”

d. “School’s not a  
punishment.      It’s 
the factory that 
makes useful people 
out of children.” Do 
you agree with these 
statements? Give  
reasons.

e. How does the school 
appear to the boy from 
a distance?

f. What happens when 
the narrator reaches 
the school? 

g.  What is the effect of the 
woman's words on the 
newcomers?
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to us children and how you would let us read Tegner and 
Runeberg and Andersen? It was then that I first fell into 
debt. Father, how shall I ever repay them for teaching me 
to love fairy tales and sagas of heroes?"
10 Father will straighten up in his rocking chair and 
a look of wonder will come into his eyes. "I am glad that I 
got you into this debt," he will say.
 "Yes, you may be right, Father, but then remember 
that that is not all of it. Think of those poor, homeless 
vagabonds who used to travel up and down, playing the 
fool and singing all those songs. What do I not owe to 
them, to their mischief and mad pranks! And the old men 
and women sitting in their small grey cottages telling 
me wonderful stories of water-sprites and trolls and 
enchanted maidens. It was they who taught me that there 
is poetry in hard rocks and black forests. And I am in debt 
not only to people; there is the whole of nature as well. 
The animals that walk the earth, the birds in the skies, 
the trees and flowers, they have all told me some of their 
secrets."
11 Father will be as carefree and relaxed as he used 
to be. "Never fear, child, there is a remedy for your 
trouble." 
 "I don’t think, Father, that you really understand 
how hard it is for me. I am also in debt to my readers.  What 
would have become of me if no one had wanted to read my 
books? And don’t forget all those who have written of me.  
Think of all those in foreign lands who have worked for 
me. I owe them gratitude, Father, both for their praise and 
for their censure."
 "Yes, yes," Father will say, and I shall see him look a 
little less calm. 
12 "Remember all who have helped me, Father!" I shall 
say. "Think of my faithful friend, Esselde, who tried to open 
doors for me when no one dared to believe in me. All the 
love that has come to me, the honours, the distinctions! Do 
you not understand now that I had to come to you to ask 
how such debts can be paid?"

g. "...a look of wonder will 
come into his eyes." 
What, do you think, 
is the reason for the 
change of expression?

h. Do you think there is 
poetry in hard rocks 
and black forests?  
State reasons.

i. How does Selma's 
father console her? 

j. "I owe them gratitude, 
Father, both for their 
praise and for their 
censure." Why is the 
speaker thankful even 
to those who criticised 
her?

k. What do you think 
makes Father 'less 
calm'?  

l. How did her friends 
and readers contribute 
to Selma Lagerlof's 
journey to the Nobel 
Prize?  
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 Let's rewind: 

Read Selma Lagerlof's speech again and respond to the following questions.

1.  What is the significance of the journey by train? How does it relate to the 
narrator's thoughts and reflections?

2.  Explain the writer's feelings of indebtedness to nature. Cite instances from the speech.

3.  Her father had a prime role in shaping Selma's personality. Describe the role of the 
following in shaping her life: 

    a. nature        b. literature      c. art    

    d. her friends and family      e. her readers

4.   How does Selma express her gratitude? 

5.  What do you think the speaker means by saying "...my biggest debt has not yet come..."? 

6.  What, according to you, is Selma Lagerlof's message to her audience and to us?

          Let's recall and recreate:

1.  Selma Lagerlof has arrived at Stockholm to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature. You are 
assigned the task of introducing and welcoming her to receive the award. Write the text 
of the announcement.

2.  Imagine you are Selma Lagerlof. Write a letter to your faithful friend, Esselde, who 
played a crucial role in your literary journey by opening doors when no one else believed 
in you.

3.  You have been chosen to design a beautifully crafted certificate of appreciation 
to honour Selma Lagerlof, the Nobel Prize winner. The certificate should be visually 
appealing, highlighting the admiration and gratitude of those honouring her. Use any 
word processing software available.

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

This certificate is awarded to 
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The next day, though you're here with me,
I can't help looking at the clock:

A rose? A rose? What could that be?
Is it a flower or a rock?

Why do we treat the fleeting day
with so much needless fear and sorrow?

It's in its nature not to stay:
Today is always gone tomorrow.

With smiles and kisses, we prefer
to seek accord beneath our star,

although we're different (we concur)
just as two drops of water are.

About the author
Maria Wislawa Anna Szymborska, the renowned Polish poet and essayist, is known for her 
profound and thought-provoking works. She was born in Prowent, Western Poland, on 2 July 
1923. Her poetry is celebrated for its intellectual depth, wit, and precision. Some of her most 
notable works include Calling Out to Yeti, Salt, No End of Fun, People on a Bridge, etc. She was 
awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature for her outstanding contributions to world literature in 1996.

  Let's rewind and rejoice:

1. What is the significance of the line 'Nothing can ever happen twice'?
2. What does the word 'course' refer to in the second stanza?
3.  What does the poet mean by the words 'this course is only offered once'?
4. How does the poem reveal the uniqueness of each day?
5. When does the poet feel that a rose has been flung into the room?
6. Why can't the poet help looking at the clock?
7. Why does the poet ask us not to treat the fleeting day with fear and sorrow?  
8. What  does the line 'Today is always gone tomorrow' tell us about the nature of 

time? 
9. How does the poet establish the uniqueness of each individual?     

 Let's appreciate:

1. How is time portrayed in the poem?
2.  What feeling does the mention of 'your name' evoke?
3.  What does the clock symbolise?
4.  How does the poem view human relationships?
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Activity 2 
A. Complete the following worksheet. 

Title of the poem....................................................................................................................

Introduction
About the poet

Theme of the poem

Summary of the poem

Structure of the poem

Poetic devices 

Instances of alliteration

Instances of assonance

Rhyme scheme

Rhyming words

Images Type of image, the possible 
symbolism

Figures of speech

Message of the poem

Your views on the poem

B. Now, write a note of appreciation of the poem using the details in the worksheet. 

 Let's analyse:

Activity 1

Read the following sentences from the story ‘Half a Day’. 

 I am not punishing you, am I?

 Put a smile on your face, won’t you?

Why do you think the speaker added these short questions at the end of the sentences above?

 ...................................................................................................................................................................

We use question tags to seek confirmation from the listeners.  
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Activity 2
Nainika, a Class IX student, went home and narrated the story ‘Half a Day’ to her younger 
brother.	The	first	few	sentences	of	Nainika’s	narration	are	given	below.	Read	them	carefully. 

Nithin, I read an interesting story today. 

It's the story of a little boy.

He was taken to school for the first time by his father.  All his clothes, the black shoes, 
the green school uniform, and the red tarboosh were newly bought for the special day. 

While he was walking to school he was being watched by his mother.  His father and he 
had walked along a street lined with gardens on both sides. Extensive fields that had 
been planted with crops, prickly pears, henna trees and a few date palms could be seen 
on either side of the street.

A.  Now, read the story 'Half a Day' again and identify the sentences in the story that convey 
the same meaning.  Write the sentences in the table given below. 

A. Sentences from the story B. Sentences in Nainika’s version

Now, let’s analyse the sentences.

What difference do you notice between the two sets of sentences in the table?

Which of these sentences express the active role of the doer of the actions mentioned?

The sentences in Column B do not emphasise the doer. These sentences emphasise the 
action rather than the agent. It is not always necessary to mention the doer of the action, 
especially if this can be understood or is unknown or unimportant.

Such sentences are in the passive voice. 

Where do we use the passive voice?

 ...............................................................................................................................................................

B. The following sentences are taken from a few real life situations in which the passive 
voice is used.
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D.	Your	school	has	won	the	first	prize	for	one-act	play	in	the	District	English	Olympiad.	A	
journalist noted the following points for a news report.

'Half a Day'  Kannanthali HSS  class IX students  Olympiad name, date, and location   
plot of the play hard work and talent of performers  guidance and support of teachers
audience and judges  appreciation of the efforts of the students and faculty
Help the journalist develop the hints into a news report.

Activity 3
A.		Here	is	a	retold	version	of	the	first	part	of	the	story	‘Half	a	Day’.	Go	through	it.

 The boy was walking to school with his father. His mother was standing at the door 
watching them. They walked through a street lined with gardens. Beyond the gardens 
there was a vast field. The boy thought his father was punishing him by taking him to 
school. On the way to school he was arguing with his father and his father was trying to 
convince him that school would be good for him. When they came to the school gate, a 
few children were playing in the garden.

 When do the actions mentioned in the narration take place?
 ........................................................................................................................................................................ 
 Which of these actions were already complete when they were narrated?
 ........................................................................................................................................................................
 Which of these actions were in progress at the time of narration?
 ........................................................................................................................................................................
B.		Now,	pick	out	 the	sentences	 from	the	passage	and	complete	 the	table.	One	has	been	

done for you.

Completed actions Actions in progress

Sentence Verb/verb phrase Sentence Verb/verb phrase

They walked through 
a street lined with 
gardens.

walked The boy was walking 
to school with his 
father.

was walking
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 Let’s play with words:

Activity 1
Solve	the	word	puzzle.	The	clues	given	below	will	help	you.

Activity 2
Read the following sentences.

Deep within me there was a wondrous joy at receiving the Nobel Prize.

So light and soundless was the movement of the train.

A wonderful look will come into his eyes.

How do the highlighted words add meaning to the sentences?

  ...................................................................................................................................................................

They provide more information about the nouns that follow them. Such words are 
called adjectives. Adjectives make descriptions richer and more effective.

DOWN

1.  doubts, apprehensions (10)

2.  the quality of continuing with 
determination (12)

3.  very complex (9)

4.  leaping or jumping(8)

5.  serious, severe, or harsh in 
appearance (4)

8.  a high-pitched, shrill, and 
loud sound often associated 
with tyres or brakes (7)

ACROSS	

6. A state of happiness, 
satisfaction, and peace (11)

7.  filled or crowded (7)

9.  not spoilt or damaged (8)

10.  an angry or bad-tempered 
look (5)

1

2
3

4

5 6

7 8

9

10
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Activity 3
Read the following paragraph about the story ‘Half a Day’. 

The boy initially fears that life in school will be an unbearable and fearful experience. On 
the way to school, his father convinces him that school is quite enjoyable and that there is 
nothing to fear. Later, at school, he talks to the woman in charge and plays with his friends, 
finding the experience extremely enjoyable and engaging. Over time, he comes to believe in 
the value of education.

Do the words ‘unbearable’, ‘enjoyable’, and ‘extremely’ convey the same meaning as their 
root forms ‘bear’, ‘enjoy’, and ‘extreme’?

................................................................................................................................................................................

The addition of 'un-', '-able', '-ably', etc., at the beginning or end of a word adds shades 
of meaning to a word. This is called affixation.

A letter or group of letters added to the beginning of a word to make a new word 
is a prefix.

A letter or group of letters added to the end of a word to make a new word  
is a suffix.

Now,	complete	the	table	by	adding	suitable	affixes	to	the	words	taken	from	the	above	passage.	

Affixes

Prefix Word Suffix

fear ful

....... value .......

un bear able

enjoy .......

extreme .......

....... believe .......

What happens when affixes are added to words?

Prefixes Suffixes

change the meaning of the word
• ..........................................................

• ..........................................................

• ..........................................................

change tense/verb forms

• ..........................................................

• ..........................................................

• ..........................................................
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