
WINDS OF CHANGE  

UNIT II

 � Dreams Realised  - Mahadev Desai 

 � The Toilet - Gcina Mhlope

 � Success (Poem) - H. W. Longfellow

As a young citizen of India, armed with technology, knowledge and 
love for my nation, I realise a small aim is a crime.   

     - Dr A. P. J.  Abdul Kalam
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Dreams Realised
- Mahadev Desai

1 During his visit to England, Gandhiji attended 
many meetings that were organised to honour him. The 
students of France organised a reception for the ‘spiritual 
ambassador of India’. They welcomed him as one bringing 
light to the exploitation-blinded West and acting as 
a healing balm to the war-weary Europe. In his reply, 
Gandhiji addressed them as friends and fellow students. 
“Since I visited France as a student to see the Exhibition 
at Paris in 1890,  I have learnt something of the traditions 
of your country, and of the teachings of Rousseau and 
Victor Hugo. Now, on my entering upon my mission  my 
very difficult mission in India  it heartens me to find a 
welcome from you.”                                    

2 He expounded the message of non-violence to the 
youth. He explained that non-violence was no weapon of 
the weak but of the strongest, that strength was not mere 
strength of muscle. To a non-violent man, strength of 
muscle is not necessary, but a strong heart is an absolute 
necessity.  To kill and to be killed in fighting an enemy are 
acts of bravery, but to stand the blows of your adversaries 
and not to retaliate is a greater form of bravery.  That is 
precisely what India has been training herself for.

3 In one of his speeches, he brought out the 
relation between education and non-violence. He 
said, “Real education consists not in packing the brain 
with facts and figures, not in passing examinations by 
reading numerous books, but in developing character… 

a.  Why do you think 
Gandhiji was 
considered the 
‘spiritual ambassador 
of India’?  

b. What, according 
to Gandhiji, is true 
bravery?

c. What is Gandhiji’s 
view of education?

Gandhiji was passionate about achieving independence for our 
motherland. He spared no effort for this.  Here is an account of 
Gandhiji’s tour of England, during which he explains his idea of a free 
India. Read on...

My words

I  Let's read and reflect:

While we read

My questions

•
•
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the Women’s India Council in Morley College Hall. At 
this meeting, Gandhiji took the opportunity of correcting 
various notions about the women of India. He presented 
a vivid picture of the heroic part they played during the 
freedom struggle. “No hindrances have been placed in 
the way of their entering public life… For several years, 
when our organisations were declared illegal and those 
in charge of them put into prison, it was the women who 
came to the forefront… and filled the jails…”
He then went on to describe how they came out of their 
homes in one mass and showed an awakening which was 
miraculous. They took part in processions, defied the law, 
and bore the lathi blows, without raising a little finger. It 
was not learned women like Sarojini Naidu but hundreds 
of unlettered women who had borne lathi blows to the 
head, bleeding profusely whilst standing unflinchingly, 
ordering their companions not to move.

My words

f.  How did Gandhiji 
correct various notions  
about Indian women?

g. Comment on the 
contributions of Indian 
women to the freedom 
struggle.  

h.   What is Gandhiji’s 
concept of Indian 
independence?

While we read

My questions

•
•

7 About Indian independence, Gandhiji made his point 
of view clear at many a meeting. “I am not here to beg for 
independence, but I have come as a result of last year’s 
suffering … There is no such thing as a gift of independence 
from one nation to another…I am here to testify that we 
shall continue the process of self-sacrifice until at last no 
Britisher will want to remain in India as a ruler.”  
8 At the Federal Structure Committee of the Round 
Table Conference, Gandhiji spoke about his dream of 
independent India. “If I want freedom for my country…. I 
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The Toilet
- Gcina Mhlope

1 Sometimes I wanted to give up and be a good girl 
who listened to her elders. Maybe I should have done 
something like teaching or nursing as my mother wished. 
People thought these professions were respectable, but I 
knew I wanted to do something different, though I was 
not sure what. I thought a lot about acting…. My mother 
said that it had been a waste of money educating me, 
because I did not know what to do with the knowledge I 
had acquired. I’d come to Johannesburg* for the December 
holidays after writing my matric exams, and then stayed 
on, hoping to find something to do. 

2 My elder sister worked in Orange Grove* as a 
domestic worker, and I stayed with her, in her back room. 
I didn’t know anybody in Jo’burg except my sister’s friends 
whom we went to church with. I was very bored and lonely. 

3 On weekdays I was locked in my sister’s room so 
that the Madam wouldn’t see me. She was at home most 
of the time: painting her nails, having tea with her friends, 
or lying in the sun by the pool. The swimming pool was 
very close to the room, which is why I had to keep very 
quiet. My sister felt bad about locking me in there, but she 
had no alternative. I couldn’t even play the radio, so she 
brought me books, old magazines, and newspapers from 
the white people. I just read every single thing I came 

a.  Do you wish to do 
something different, 
like the author?  Why?

b. Why was the author 
locked up in the room 
on weekdays?

"The path from dreams to success does exist. You only need the vision to find 
it, the courage to get on to it, and the perseverance to follow it." 

– Kalpana Chawla

Drawing inspiration from Gandhiji's self less dedication, let's now move on 
to the troubled journey of a young girl who strives hard to build a career, 
burdened by the  weight of social inequality and the pain of enforced isolation. 
Read this excerpt from the memoir of the South African writer Gcina Mhlope 
for valuable insights on the power of perseverance and personal initiative.

My words

Let's read and reflect:

While we read

My questions

•
•

*Johannesburg - a city in South Africa
*Orange Grove - a suburb of Johannesburg
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toilet was going to be my seat for many mornings after 
that. 

6 I was very lucky to have found that toilet because 
the winter was very cold. Not that it was any warmer in 
there, but once I’d closed the door it used to be a little 
less windy. Also, the toilet was very small – the walls were 
wonderfully close to me – it felt like it was made to fit me 
alone. I enjoyed that kind of privacy. I did a lot of thinking 
while I sat on the toilet seat. I did a lot of daydreaming too 
– many times imagining myself in some big hall doing a 
really popular play with other young actors. 

 I would sit there dreaming….

7 I started asking myself why I had not written 
anything since I left school. At least at school I had written 
some poems or stories in the school magazine and other 
magazines, and also for school competitions. Our English 
teacher was always so encouraging; I remember the day 
I showed him my first poem – I was so excited I couldn’t 
concentrate in class for the whole day.   

8 I didn’t know anything about publishing then, and 
I didn’t ask myself if my stories were good enough. I just 
enjoyed writing things down when I had the time. So, one 
Friday after I’d started being the toilet’s best customer, 
I bought myself a notebook in which I was hoping to 
write something. I didn’t use it for quite a while until one 
evening. 

9 My sister had taken her usual Thursday afternoon 
off, and she had been delayed somewhere. I came back 
from work, then waited in the park for the right time to 
go back into the yard. The white people always had their 
supper at six-thirty and that was the time I used to steal 
my way in without disturbing them or being seen. My 
comings and goings had to be secret because they still 
didn’t know I stayed there.

10  I realised that she hadn’t come back and decided to 
sit down in front of her room, where I thought I wouldn’t 
be noticed. I was reading a copy of Drum Magazine hoping 
that she would come back soon – before the dogs sniffed 

e. ‘I couldn’t concentrate 
in class….’, says the 
narrator. Why?

f. What prompted the 
narrator to buy a 
notebook? 

g.  The narrator had to 
come and go secretly. 
Why?

h.  How did the narrator 
manage her secret stay?

My words

While we read

My questions

•
•
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12 Every morning I had to wake up straightaway, 
roll my bedding and put it all under the bed where my 
sister was sleeping. I was not supposed to put on the light 
although it was still dark. I’d light a candle and tiptoe 
my way out with a soap dish and a toothbrush. I’d do 
everything and be off the premises by five-thirty with my 
shoes in my bag – I only put them on once I was safely out 
of the gate. 

 Thinking about all these things took my mind away 
from the biting cold of the night and my wet nose, until I 
saw my sister walking towards me. 

 “Mholo, what are you doing outside in the street?” 
she greeted me. I quickly briefed her on what had 
happened. 

 “Oh! What were you doing inside in the first place? 
You know you should have waited for me so we could 
walk in together. Then I could say you were visiting or 
something. Now, you tell me, what am I supposed to say to 
them if they see you come in again?”

13 She walked angrily towards the gate, with me 
hesitantly following her. I mumbled my apologies, and 
followed her in. By some miracle no one seemed to have 
noticed us and we quickly munched a snack of cold 
chicken and boiled potatoes and drank our tea, hardly on 
speaking terms.  I just wanted to howl like a dog. I wished 
somebody would come and be my friend, and tell me that 
I was not useless, and that my sister did not hate me, and 
tell me that one day I would have a nice place to live… 
anything. 

14 The next morning, I woke up long before the 
alarm went off. Some kind of pain within pushed me to 
do everything at double speed and run to my toilet. I call 
it my toilet because that is exactly how I felt about it. I 
felt my spirits really lifting as I put on my shoes outside 
the gate. I made sure that my notebook was in my bag. I 
was walking faster, and my feet were feeling lighter all the 

j.  What annoyed Irene, 

the narrator’s sister?

k. Did the narrator feel 

lonely and sad? Pick 

out the sentences that 

justify your response. 

My words

While we read

My questions

•
•
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 Let’s rewind:

Activity 1
Revisit the story and respond to the following questions. 

1. The public toilet unexpectedly turned out to be a useful and valuable location for  the 
narrator. How did that happen?

2. The narrator did not get any support from her family in becoming a writer. Is support 
and encouragement really necessary to accomplish one’s dream? Discuss. 

3. ‘Bitter experiences in life moulded Mhlope the writer.’ Do you agree? State your 
reasons.

4. The narrator was always excited to go to the park and occupy the toilet. Substantiate 
the statement. 

5. How did the narrator adapt to the fact that the toilet was not hers? 
6. Read the story again and fill up the box given.

Ways of passing leisure time 
Madam 

..................................................

..................................................

..................................................

The narrator
..................................................

..................................................

..................................................

Myself
..................................................

..................................................

..................................................

Let’s recall and recreate:

1. You wish to send an email to Mhlope, the author of ‘The Toilet’, congratulating her 
on her achievements. Draft the email. 

2. ‘The pain you feel today is the strength you have tomorrow.’ How far is this true of 
Mhlope’s life? Attempt a write up on how our personal struggles shape our future, 
in the light of your reading of ‘The Toilet’. 

3. Mhlope has a conversation with her sister on the horrifying experience of her 
encounter with the dogs. Write the likely conversation.

About the author 
Gcina Mhlope is a South African storyteller, writer, playwright and actress. She worked as a 
newsreader at the Press Trust and BBC radio. She tells her stories in four of South Africa’s languages 
: English, Afrikaans, Zulu and Xhosa and also helps motivate children to read. Much of her work 
has been translated into German, French, Italian, Swahili and Japanese. In 2016, she was listed as 
one of BBC’s 100 Women. From 2019, Mhlope’s birthday (24th October) is recognised as National Story telling 
Day in South Africa. She has been awarded honorary doctorates from seven universities across the world.
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Now, try to write a story or narrate an incident in your life, using some of these 
expressions. You may also use other expressions to complete the story.

  Let’s perform:

Activity 1
 The narrator speaks about the horrifying experience she had when Madam’s dogs 

found her. She says “I couldn’t move or answer the call – the dogs were standing right 
in front of me, their teeth so threateningly long.” Let’s recreate the scene and enact it 
in the class. Your teacher will help you.

Activity 2
 Your class plans to stage a play portraying Mhlope’s life. Prepare the script of the play. 

Let’s listen:

Activity 1
Now, your teacher will play an audio clip in which the author speaks about herself. 
Listen to it and answer the questions that follow. 

a. Where is the author from?
b. Name any element that makes a good story. 
c. When does she create a brand-new story?
d. What campaign is she a part of?

Activity 2
 Now, prepare a few questions to interview your favourite writer. Don’t forget to 

do some research on the author and give a short description before preparing the 
questions. 

A short description of the author 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Questions
a. ………………………………………………………    b. …………………………………………………

c. ………………………………………………………    d. …………………………………………………

Now, you may role-play the interview in the class. 

Activity 3
3. Your teacher will play the audio clip of the poem ‘Dreams’ by Langston Hughes. 

After listening to the audio, try to write the lines in your notebook.

 Then, add a few lines of your own.
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  Let's rewind and rejoice:

1. Identify the line that indicates human strength.
2. What do the words ‘cloudy summits’ and 'pyramids' imply?
3.	 When	do	the	pyramids	appear	like	gigantic	flights	of	stairs?
4. What do we come across when we rise to higher levels?
5.	 What	makes	great	men	different	from	their	companions?
6. Identify the images of success in the poem, and comment on how they convey the 

message of the poem. 

7. ‘The heights by great men reached and kept
	 Were	not	attained	by	sudden	flight….’	Comment	on	these	lines.	Collect	a	few	proverbs	

that convey the same idea.

Let’s recall and recreate:

 You have learnt the steps involved in preparing the critical appreciation of a poem. Now, 
attempt an appreciation of the poem ‘Success’, focusing on its theme, images, rhyme 
scheme and other techniques. 

 Let’s analyse:

Activity 1

 In the memoir ‘The Toilet’, the narrator speaks about her routine in the past. 

 "I would go to a public toilet in the park. For some reason it was never locked, so I would 
go in and sit on the toilet seat to read some magazine or other, until the right time to 
catch the bus." 

 Here, 'would' is used to indicate past habitual actions. Is this the only purpose for which 
'would' can be used? 

a. Revisit the text and identify the sentences in which 'would' is used. Also, try to 
identify the function of 'would' in each sentence/situation. 

About the author

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, born on 27 February 1807 was an American poet and educator. 
He became a professor at Bowdoin College, and later at Harvard College after studying in 
Europe. His first major poetry collections were Voices of the Night (1839) and Ballads and 
Other Poems (1841). He became perhaps the most popular American poet of his day. He died 
on 24 March 1882.
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Besides indicating habitual actions, 'would' can be used in various contexts: as 
conditionals, indirect speech, polite requests, making predictions,  expressing 
willingness, etc. 

d. Identify a few other functions of 'would'.

Analyse the following situations and complete the sentences.

a.  Direct speech  - Madam said to me : "I will inform your sister about your visit."
 Indirect speech - Madam told me that she would inform my sister  

                         about my visit.
 Here, 'would' is used ……………………………………………………………

b. “Would you mind giving me an appointment with Mr Gandhi?” asked Charlie Chaplin.
 Here, 'would' is used ……………………………………………………………

c. “Would you please reach our office by 8.30 in the morning?” asked Gandhiji’s secretary.
 ……………………………………………………………………………………

d. Every morning I would go to the public toilet in the park for some privacy to read. 
 …………………………………………………………………………………….

e. I felt that the Madam would be annoyed if she came to know that I stayed with my 
sister without her permission. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………

e. Now, complete the following sentences meaningfully using ‘would’. 

(i) If I had more time, ……………………………………………….  (conditional statement)

(ii) "………………………………………………?" she asked him. (polite request)

(iii) When I was in school……………………………………… (habitual action)

(iv) The teacher expected that the students…………………………. (prediction)

(v) Our neighbour offered …………………………………  (willingness)

f. In the story ‘The Toilet’, Madam spends time with her friends at the pool. Here is a 
conversation between two of her friends. Complete the conversation.

Jess  : Hey Sarah! Do you remember? When we were kids …………………. in the park 
every evening.

Sarah : Oh, those were such fun times! Jess, ……………….. passing me the towel, please?
Jess : Not at all, here you go. By the way, if you ever need help with your project, 

…………………………………..
Sarah : Thanks, Jess. You're always so helpful. If I had more free time, ………………. trip 

next month.
Jess : That would be great! The  weather forecast said it ………………………………………
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Now, prepare your curriculum vitae. Your teacher will suggest a suitable model. You may 
also refer to a few samples available online and in print. 

  Let’s converse:

Activity 1
 Charlie Chaplin wanted some information for an appointment with Gandhiji. What 

questions might have been asked? A few examples are given:

    How long will Mr Gandhi be in London? 
    Can I meet him tomorrow?
He might also have used expressions like the following: 

 • May I know…
 • Why don’t you tell me…

  • Could you please tell me …

What are the other expressions that we may use to seek information?
 • ...................................................................  
 • ...................................................................
 • ...................................................................

a. Imagine that Gcina Mhlope approaches a publisher to publish her first work. Frame a  
few questions that she might ask in such a situation. You may use the expressions given 
above. 

Activity 2

 While the narrator of ‘The Toilet’ sits in the park, a little girl walks up and asks her if 
she could share the bench. Here are a few ways in which she could have expressed her  
request:

 Excuse me, may I sit here? 

 Can I sit on this bench?

 Would it be okay if I sit here?

a. What are some other expressions the little girl could have used?

 • ........................................................

 • ........................................................

 • ........................................................

 • ........................................................

 • ........................................................

 • ........................................................








