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The Road to Independence
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1) What was the condition of people in India when Gandhiji returned
from South Africa?
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* The life of farmers was full of misery.

* Craftsmen and weavers were starving.

* People were robbed by increasing taxes and imposing new taxes.
* School children were punished for singing patriotic songs.

* Newspaper editors were hanged from roadside trees for publishing
patriotic songs.
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2) Gandhiji has the most important position among those who led the
freedom struggle. What characteristics can we see in him?
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* Gandhiji led a simple life.

*Gandhiji exhorted the people to stand united against the
harassment and injustice of the British rulers.

* He devised new means of protests, like Satyagraha for the fight
against the British.

* He introduced a method of struggle based on non-violence.
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3) What is Satyagraha ?

)M TVDPWaN0?
Satyagraha means holding on to truth. Never accept anything evil,
oppose it. However, do not use violence while opposing. Never give
up non violence.
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4)What is Champaran struggle?

)G 2lMIORMD VAP 7

The peasants of Champaran village in Bihar were in great misery.
They were forced to cultivate indigo in most of their fields and sell it
at a rate fixed by British landowners. Later these British landowners
levied excess taxes too. Thus after each harvest, the farmers became
more and more debt-ridden. Hearing about their hardships, Gandhiji
and his followers reached Champaran. Then Gandhiji led Satyagraha
struggle against the British and set the peasants free from misery.
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5) Kheda Satyagraha and the Ahmedabad textile mill strike.
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Some other struggles led by Gandhiji are the Kheda Satyagraha and
the Ahmedabad textile mill strike.The Kheda Satyagraha demanded
that the taxes imposed on peasants should be reduced when the
yields are low. The Ahmedabad textile mill strike was for raising
wages. All these satyagrahas, led by Gandhiji, were victorious.
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6) Jallianwallabagh massacre

On April 13, 1919, a protest meeting against the British was taking
place peacefully in a field surrounded by high walls on all four sides
at Jallianwallabagh, Punjab. There was only one way to enter the
field. Suddenly, the British army entered the field with guns and fired
continuously at the participants of the meeting. About a thousand of
those who ran in all directions to escape were shot dead and many
more were injured. This brutal incident that shocked the conscience
of the world is called the Jallianwallabagh Massacre.
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7) Dandi March esmuloo@)

Twelfth March 1930 - morning.

Sabarmati Asram woke up earlier that day. Thousands of people
including Jawaharlal Nehru, and Sarojini Naidu gathered there.
Gandhiji told them, “I will return only if I win,or else I will offer my
body to the seas”. Gandhiji and his followers walked a long distance
of about 388 kms from Sabarmati to the shores of Dandi, in the hot
sun. In front of an onlooking crowd Gandhiji took a handful of salt,
and raising his hand, said “This handful of salt is the symbol of
strength.This fist may be crushed but the salt will not be given up”.
Thus salt became the symbol of strength in the history of the Indian
freedom struggle.
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8) In his first ever visit to Kerala, Gandhi reached Kozhikode from Trichy
by train and then went to the coastal town of Malabar on_August 18, 1920.
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9)Gandhiji's second visit to Kerala began on the_8th of March, 1925 and
went on till 19th March.
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On 14 January 1937, Gandhi visited Venganoor where he met Ayyankali.
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10) Kerala and the Salt Satyagraha esegape gaf MompR@Wnaye

The Satyagrahis set for the Payyanur sea shore in Kannur to violate

the law on salt tax. K. Kelappan led the protest in Kerala. Later he

came to be known as ‘Kerala Gandhi’.
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11) Identify other similar protests in Kerala related to the freedom
struggle.
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> Salt satyagraha(1930) Qe TU@LIWa00

> Malabar Rebellion(1921) DeININA &enalo

> Guruvayur Satyagraha(1931-32)  LQ@OPQE AV@LPYO00

> Vaikom Satyagraha(1924 — 1925) ~ 99?990 AVDLPHa00

12) who are the Freedom fighters of Kerala ?

CHESODNOM MUY VA CIVMIMIBHU CREIOEH ?
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T.K. Madhavan
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Mohammed Abdu Rahman
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A. K. Gopalan
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Akkamma Cherian
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13) Let’s complete the table: Gandhiji and struggles
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Struggles
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Year
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Champaran struggle
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1917

Reduce farmers' distress
and distress.

Gandhiji's satyagraha
experiment.

SBUBHGBOS GOIOEBSEo
Al Do HOLBH:.
nImWlEles qump@aen

al@lesiemo.

Kheda Satyagraha
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Reduce increased taxes.
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Ahmedabad textile mill strike
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Increase wages of
workers.
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Non- cooperation Movement
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1920
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Promote Khadi.

Avoid liquor.
Propagate the Hindi
language.

Boycott foreign clothes.
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Salt Satyagraha
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12 Mar 1930 — 6 Apr 1930
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Avoid taxes on salt.
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» The slogan ‘Quit India’
) ) Leave India) added

Quit India 1942 sfigour to the)struggle.
@&l snamy aruare > ‘Do or Die’, the
exhortation of Gandhiji
was taken up by the
masses
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14) Quit India

&llg’ goamy arvae.
Jawaharlal Nehru presented the Quit India Resolution at the
Congress session held in Bombay. Then Gandhiji called for the
ultimate struggle for freedom.“Let us prepare for the ultimate
struggle. A strong struggle that excel all earlier struggles. Till now
we protested in a peaceful way. Now it is time to finish this up as
early as possible”. The slogan ‘Quit India’ (Leave India) added vigour
to the struggle. ‘Do or Die’, the exhortation of Gandhiji was taken up

by the masses. Everyone, including students, joined the struggle. We
observe Auqust 9 as ‘Quit India Day’.
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15) Mahatma Gandhi was born on October 2, 1869 in
Porbandar,Gujarat.He was killed in_ Delhi on 30 January 1948.
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16) World Non violence Day 62108 @a0loruoGime

The United Nations has declared
October 2™, the day of
Gandhiji's birth, as World Non
violence Day. This is the world’s
recognition of Mahatma
Gandhi’s message of ‘ahimsa’< Q
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17) Indian freedom fighters spamynd cruom@y roae sarumomile:ud
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It was the result of the sacrifice and struggles of several such brave
patriots that India became independent on 15 August 1947.




