
A friend  

 

This poem celebrates the essence of true friendship by highlighting the various qualities and 

roles that a genuine friend embodies. Let's break down the poem line by line to explore its 

meaning in detail: 

"A friend is one who stands to share / Your every touch of grief and care." 

• A true friend is someone who is always there for you, sharing in both your sorrows 

and worries. They offer emotional support during difficult times. 

"He comes by chance, but stays by choice; / Your praises he is quick to voice." 

• Friendships often begin by chance, but a true friend chooses to remain in your life. 

They are quick to recognize and praise your good qualities and achievements, 

showing genuine appreciation for who you are. 

"No grievous fault or passing whim / Can make an enemy of him." 

• A real friend is forgiving and understanding. They do not let minor faults or 

temporary whims cause a rift in the relationship. Their loyalty is steadfast and not 

easily shaken by small mistakes. 

"And though your need be great or small, / His strength is yours throughout it all." 

• Whether you face major challenges or minor inconveniences, a true friend lends you 

their strength and support. They are dependable in all situations, big or small. 

"No matter where your path may turn / Your welfare is his chief concern." 

• Regardless of the direction your life takes, a genuine friend always prioritizes your 

well-being. They care deeply about your happiness and success. 

"No matter what your dream may be / He prays your triumph soon to see." 

• A true friend supports your dreams and aspirations. They hope and wish for your 

success, sharing in your enthusiasm and desire to see you achieve your goals. 

"There is no wish your tongue can tell / But what it is your friend’s as well." 

• A real friend aligns their wishes with yours, showing that they genuinely want what 

you want. They empathize with your desires and support your ambitions. 

"The life of him who has a friend / Is double-guarded to the end." 

• Having a true friend offers a sense of security and protection. The bond of friendship 

provides a safeguard against life's hardships, making life more bearable and secure. 



Overall, the poem paints a vivid picture of the invaluable role a true friend plays in one's life. 

It emphasizes qualities such as loyalty, understanding, support, and genuine concern, 

underscoring how these attributes make life richer and more fulfilling. 

 

 

 


