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INSTRUCTIONS

+ 15 minutes is given as cool off time.

*+ This time is to be used for reading the question paper.

«  You are not supposed to write anything during the cool off time.

« Attempt the questions according to the instructions.

Questions 1-6. Read the excerpt from The Danger of a Single Story and
answer the questions that follow. 6x1=6

I'm a storyteller. And | would like to tell you a few personal stories about what
| like to call ‘the danger of a single story.’ | grew up on a university campus in
Eastern Nigeria. My mother says that | started reading at the age of two, although
| think it probably happened when | was four. So | was an early reader, and what
| read were British and American children’s books.

| was also an early writer, and when | began to write, at about the age of
seven, stories in pencil with crayon illustrations that my poor mother was obligated
to read,| wrote exactly the kinds of stories | was reading. All my characters were
white and blue-eyed, they played in the snow, they ate apples, and they talked a
lot about the weather, how lovely it was that the sun had come out. But | had
never been outside Nigeria. We didn’t have snow, we ate mangoes, and we never
talked about the weather, because there was no need to.

1. Where did Adichie grow up?
2. How does the author’s early reading influence her writing style?

3.  Pick out a word from the passage which means ‘a picture in a book or a
magazine'.

4. What is the significance of the author’s characters being white and blue-
eyed in her early writings?

a. It reflects her personal preferences.

b. It was a requirement for children’s books at the time.

c. It reflects the limited exposure she had to diverse cultures.
d

. It was a deliberate choice to appeal to a wider audience.
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and American authors, shaping her initiail perceptions. The American television shows

' -

she watched, portrayed Airicans as poor and war-torn, inculcating a

s—irale story about Africans. Therefore, she emphasizes the importance of listening
to multiple stories ___ d they provide a nuanced understanding.

(on, in, because, that, mostly)

37. Complete the conversation between Aunt Jane and her friend, Jennifer.

Jennifer
Aunt Jane
Jennifer

Aunt Jane

Jennifer

Aunt Jane

Jennifer

Aunt Jane

4x1=4

I look tensed because Jack and Jill are ruining their Iif_e by buying
many things on instalments.

That’s bad. You asked them to mend their ways,

I did. But | don't think they have understood the gravity of the
situation.

But, if they don’t deal with it properly, .................. (o ) R
No doubt.
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