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SSLC MODEL EXAMINATION, FEBRl!ARY - 2025
ENGLISH 

Time : 2½ Hours 
Second Language 

Total Score : 80 

Instructions : 

• The first 15 minutes is the cool-off time. You may use the time to read the questions and
plan the answers.

• 

• 

• 

Read the questions carefully before answering them .

Certain sections of the questions have choice. Follow the choice regulations .

When you select a question, all its sub questions (if any) must be answered from the same
question.

Score 

(Questions 1-5) Read the excerpt from 'The Best Investment I Ever Made' and answer 
the questions that follow. 5x1=5 

As he regained his strength, he told us his story. His parents w�re dead. An 
uncle had found him a position as clerk in a London solicitor's office. He had been in 
the city only six months. Utterly friendless, he had fallen victim to the loose society of 
the streets, had made bad companions and like a young fool, eager to taste pleasure 
far beyond his means, had begun to bet on horses. Soon he had lost all his small 
savings, had pledged his belongings and owed the book-maker a disastrous amount. 
In an effort to recoup, he had taken a sum of money from the office safe for a final 
gamble that, he was assured, was certain to win. But this last resort had failed. Terrified 
of the prosecution that must follow, sick at heart, sunk in despair, he had shut himself 
in his room and turned on the gas. 

A long bar of silence throbbed in the little attic when he concluded this halting 
confession. Then, gruffly, the sergeant asked how much he had stolen. Seven pounds 
ten shillings - the answer sounded pitiful. For this paltry sum he had almost thrown 
away his life. There was a pause. The three of us, the sergeant, the landlady and me, 
as the sole witnesses of the near tragedy, had the same unspoken thought in our minds. 
We decided to give the young man a fresh start. 
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(Questions 26 - 30) Details of a few prominent tribes of India are given in the table 

below. Study the table and answer the questions that follow. 5x1=5 

Tribe Region Language 

Great Andaman and Great 
Andamanese Nicobar Islands Andamanese 

languages 

Santhal Jharkhand and Santhali 
Wes�Bengal 

Bhil Rajas than, Bhili 
Gujarat, 
Madhya Pradesh 

Gond Madhya Pradesh, Gondi 
Chhattisgarh 

Banjara Seen across India Lambadi 
�xcept North-
Eastern states 
and 
Union Territories 

26. Which tribe celebrates Sohi'ai festival ?

27. Where are the Banjaras not found in India ?

Cultural Highlight 

Rich oral traditions 
of folk songs and 
stories 

Celebrates Sohrai - a 
harvest festival 

Ghoomar dance and 
Pithora painting 

Known for Gond art 

Banjara embroidery 
with floral and 
animal designs 

28. Pick out the tribe which is famous for Pithora painting.

29. W}lat is the language spoken by the Gond tribe ?

30. How do the Great Andamanese earn their living?

31. Report the following dialogue.

Jill What do you think of our little nest, Aunt Jane? 

AuntJane: Your little nest is really wonderful, my dears. 

Lifestyle 

Dependant on 
forest and 
marine 
resources 

Agrarian 
community 

Expert in bow -
making 
and hunting 
techniques 

Farming and 
raising cattle 

Travelling 
traders and 
transporters 
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