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I.tractions: 

·~-

•• ·-

The first 15 minutes is the cool-off time. You may use the time to read the questions an,d 
plan the answers~ 

Read the questions carefully before answering them. 

Certain sections of the questions have choice. Follow th.e choice regulations. 

When you select a question, all its sub questions (if any) must be answ,ered from the same 
questiont 

Scor,e 
· ons 1 ~. Rea.,d the excerpt from 'V anka' and answer the questions that follow. Sxl =5 

-~ ·

1Dear Grandad, for the dear Lord's sake take me away from here. Take ·me home to the 
,(lfage. I can't bear it any longer. O'h! G.randad, I beg and implore you and I will ,alw·ays pray 
fcft.you, do take me away from here or I'll die ... ' 

~•slips twitched, he rubbed his eyes with a black fist and gave a sob. 

~-.U. grind your snuff for you,' he went on. I will pray for you and you can flog me as hard 
. -~' ou like if I am naughty. And if you think there is nothing for me to do I will ask the 

. . · · _ d to take pity on me and let me clean the boots or I will go as a shephe·rd-boy instead 
·-~-. . ___ ya .. Dear Grandad I can1 t stand it. It is killing me .. I thought I would run away on foot 

·_ village but I have no boots and I am afraid of the frost. And when I grow u.p, to be a 
. >. ;,J··wiJl too•k after you and I will not let anyon.e hurt you and when you die, I will pray for 
·~- ___ ·soul like I do £or my Mummie.' 

What is V anka' s request to his Grandad ? 

Why is Vanka unable to escape from the shoemaker's house? 

What is the attitude of the shoemaker towards Vanka ?' 

,(A) Cruel and torturous 

(B) Kind and compassionate 

(Q Empathetic and loving 

(D) Indifferent and u·nsentimental 
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How doe1S'\linka's ,statement "Dear Grandad I can't stand it. It is killing me.'' reflect his 
emotional state? 

5. Pick out the wc1rli fttlm thl" J,assage that means 'to make a s·u,dden smaJI movement 
with a part c,f the l'<lliy'·. 

Queationa 6-9. Read the lin·es from 'Blowin' in the Wind' and answer th.e questions that 
follow: h1=4 

' 

Yes, and how man)' times must a man look up 

Before he can see the sky ? 

Y'es, and h.ow many ears must one man have 

Before he can hear people cry ? 

Yes, and how many deaths will it take till he knows .. 

That too many people have died ? 

The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind 

The answer is blowin' in the wind. 

6. What does 'sky' stand fo,r ? 

7. What does the line 'The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind' suggest ? 

8.. Who is the 'he' in the line 'Before he can hear people cry' refer to ? 

(A) A celebrity 

(B) A fictional character 

(Q Humanity or leaders in general 

(D} A historical personality 

9 What do we call the questions used here which do not demand a specific answer? 
• 
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10. Rc,ad lh,e lines from ''Poetry' and prepare an appreciation focusing on the theme, 

inld~~ry dnd r(>t"-tic d,--viC"e8. 1 x5=5 

1\nt.l it \\~c1s,1t th,1t t1gt'' ... J>c~•lry ,,1rriv(•ti 

in s t~,lrl'h t1t nit'. I \hHi"t, kn,,v.·,1 Ii c.lc1n't knr,w \-\i'hclrr 

it t~,llllt' frtlfll. lr<llll ,vinh'1r or .1 ri,·l'r. 
1 lhln·t kn,,,,. ho,v tlr " 'h,,n, 

Ill'' t ht'\" \\'Pre not voict's, f hf'V w~n- nc1t 
- J 

\\'\'"r.t ls, nor si lt"•nct', 

hut tr,,n, ,l slrt'<'t I WclS sumn,on~<J1, 

r rt 1111 tht~ brar1cht>s , lf night, 
,1bru11 tly fr,')m the oth,ers, 

,1n1c,,ng vil,lcnt fir('S 

(._~r returning altlne, 

there I was ,vithout a face 
anll it tou.chc.->d me. 

Questions 11-15, .. Rea,d the passage given below and answ,er the questions that 
follow. 5xl=5 

,a\ y<lung man., weary from his search for peace, de-cided to seek the guidance of a wise 
Olli master \vho 1ivt-.d alone on a remote mountain. After days of •difficuJt travel, he finally 
reached the place. l .

1

he master greeted him warmly. 

"What troubles ~rt)U, dear yo·ung man?" asked the master. 

lne ~·tlung man si.ghed. "I've been, meditating for years1 and seeking answers. But l still fL'CI 
rt"$lless~ l \\·ant to find peace, but it seems out of reach." 
The n1aster ~miled gently and said; n Come with me.'' 

The hvo walked down to a nearb·y lake., The master picked up a smooth stone and tossed it 
into the w·ater. "What happens when the ston.e hits the lake?" asked the master. 

The ) oung man v.ratched ripples* spread across the water. '1 The water is disturbed, and 
ri:pples form, moving outward", he replied. 
The master nodded, and then waited in silence. Slowly., the rip·ples faded, and the lake 
returned to its previous state of stillness. 
'' And nov., ?" asked the master. 
''The water is calm agaJn," said the. young man 
The master said. uThjs .lake is like your mind. When thoughts, emotions, or o,utside events 
disturb y,ou, they create ripples, ju.st like the stone. The more yo·u focus ,on them, the longer 
they last. But if you Jet them settle, the mind naturaJJ}r returns to peac,e .. " 
The young man stood in thoug·ht 11&l,. my mind is already peaceful. I've been creating ripples 
by thinking too much .. 11

· 

The master nodded. Ha.ppiJy, the young man returned, ready to live with a calmer heart. 
•ripples - a s111all 111n11e on the surface of rvater 

11. Whose advice did the young man decide to take? 

P',.T.O. 
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12. ~did• m,1"h·r use 1t1 l·xpl,11in tht· ) nun•~ n1.1n's n1intl ? 
(A) A ttt't' "v.-.1,·1ng in tht• ,,·inll . 

(8) ,\ 1,l~t' ,l1sturbt~t b~ r1pplt'S. 

(Q A bird rl,·ing in the s~ \ . 

(D) A m, .. untain ~tanlllnJ~ still. 

13. What". tht' \ ,,ung m.1n·~ m i~t.1l..- in his pu1"Ui1t tlf pt'alCt• ? 
(A) lil' \V · mt!ditat1n,g ,l lc,t 

(B) He a,·oidl~ St._"l•k1ng guid,1ncl'· from otht~rs. 
(C) He \\'a fl'1cusin~ too much, f1n disturbc1nct~. 

(P) He \\tas spending tt,o much time in nature. 

lt. What lesson dlleS the master teach the yclung man ? 

15. In what state of mind ,did the young man return after meeting the master ? 

Queati~na 16 & 17. Answer any OM of ·the following in about 120 words. lx7=7 

16. The play 'The Never-Ne,·er _ est' highlights the J.ray.rbacks of the hire purcha~ sJ·st~m 
and the-consequences of li,ring beyond one's ·means. Write a review of the play· tocusmg 
on its theme, characterisation and plot structure .. 
(Hints : leads ia luxurious life on instalments - expenditure exceeds income - ,-.talks into 
a debt trap - Aunt Jane bies to guide) 

17. 'The Best Investment I Ever Made- illustrates how a single act of kindness transforms 
lives. Prepare a write-up on the topic 'Compassi,on and Support can create \'\"onders in 
one's Life' reflecting on the stol")~. 

(Hints : leads a life of loose morals- helped by the trio- youth welfare acti'\·ities - an act 
of kindness leads to another one) 

Questions, 18-20. Answer any two of the follo~ 
2xS= 

18. The visit to Fide's house alters Adichie
1 s perception of his family. She jots down her 

feelm.gs in her diar;:. after the visit. Prepare the likely diary entry highlighting her 
emotions and reflectio,ns. 

19. The Theatre Oub of your sch"?l ha~ decided to dramatise the story 'The Casta\,,a,,.' 
which explores .themes of relations~p and abandonment~ Being the convenor c,f the 
club, you are asked to prepare a notice for the programme~ Prepare the likely notice. 
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20. Read the extract g iven below a nd prepare five questions based on it. 

Mr T'horat ' s n1en had fi).ed a five-foot iron rod to the ground, about thirty feet 
frnn1 the ,'l rca where the tiger \ Vi'lS supposed to ta ke a walk. They took a thin, long wire 
and fixed one end l ti the collar n1ade nf tiger-skin that the tiger was already wearing. 
ll1c o the r end "''as ticJ fir1nly t<i the visible portion of the iron rod. The door of one of 
the cages was unfastened c1nd Mr ·rhorat called out lo the tiger. It respo nded a ln1ost a t 
once and sp rnng pu t of its caht' to land on the open c;pacc o utside . What followed was 
tota ll y unt'X PL'Ch•tl. <.>nc lnok a t Mr ·r horat's s tartled and helpless face tolJ us that he 
,-vas as taken aback as the rest of us. 

Questions 21-24. Answer any n, ,o of the following. 2x6=12 

21. Martha ' s un,,vavcring d ete rn1inatio n enables her to win the Scholarship Jacket 
overcon1ing m any atten1pts to undermine m erit us ing money and influence. Prepare 
the likely character sketch of Martha. 

22. 'The Snake a nd the Mirror ' is a humorou s and thrilling tale that talks about a 
hon1eopath' s encounter ,-vitl1 a snake. Narrate the series of events, highlighting his 
reactions and reflections. 

23. 'The use of a d,-varf as a stanli-in for a dog in Hollywood puzzled Ray. The incident 
attracted n1cJia attention. Prepare the likely news report. 

24. On July 28, Nature Conservatio11 Day, you are asked to d eliver a speech in the school 
assembly on the topic 'Diversity and Harmony in Nature'. In the light of you r reading 
of' Adventures in a Banyan Tree', prepare the text of the likely speech. 

25. Prepare a profile of Langston liughes usi.t1g the details given below. 

Full Name Jan1es Mercer Langston Hughes 

Birth February 1,1902, Missouri, U.S. 

Poet, social activist, novelist, playwright 

Lincoln University, Columbia University 

tx6=6 

Famous as 

Education 

Notable \.Vorks Drean1 Variation, Fine Clothes to the Jeu,, Harlern, Not 
Without Lauglzter 

Associated Movement 

Awards 

Death 

Harlem Renaissance 

Witter Bynner Under graduate Poetry Prize 

May 22, 1967, New York 

P.T.O. 
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Qu~ons 2.6,.30. 

follow. 

h esfions that 
Rt•d th~ news headlines given below and .am-we-r I e qu Sxl=S 

D Guknh CTOwnNi wntld cb~'I rhampion 

Cydone ~~ wreaks havoc in Puduchot)' and Tamil adu 

Tabla maestro z..Jcir Husi..1in pasties away 

lndia and Germany to hold strategic foreigJl policy d Jalogue 

kttm witnQR!t hum.1n-wlldlife conflict o1c:ross 1004 areas 

AI not• aubstitute for human br.tin 

Whlc.h two countries engage in a dialogut• lln foreign a(Jair:i, ? 

rl. The headline that talks about an Indian's victory in global spo~ arena is: 

Those woo wish for a peaceful co-existence of humans with \vildlife might be Jir,turbed 
b)~ the news : 

29. Which headline mourns the death of a legendary tabla player ? 

30. The headline that talks about an extreme weather event is : 

31. Report the following dialop.te. 

' Producer : When do you plan to reshoot the sc.enes at Boral ? 

Ray • 
• I plan to reshoot the scenes tomorrow. 

2 

32. Edit the passage given below. The errDTs Me given in bold. 4 

Grandfathe.r in 'The Scholarship Jacket' makes us realised(a) that there is(b) certain 
things in life what(c) money cannot buy. His words serve as a(d) ey~pener to the 
principal, who reverses the board's decision and awards the Jacket to Martha. 

33. Complete the following passage using the appropriate forms of the phrasal verbs 4 
given in brackets. 
As Ki:ran unlocked the box of Nilkanta to place her surprise gift, the lid suddenly 

(a) , spilling out a ;umhle of petty things. ln order ~o pla~e her gift. she began to 
pull out everything. Then, she was _ (b) to see the 1TUSS1ng inkstand hidden under 
a layer of linen She couldn' t (c) what had p1'ompted him to steal it. Watching from 
behind, Nilkanta (d) iriunediately. 

(run through, run a way, make out. spring up, taken aback) 
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14. Pill ln the blank11 using the·word11 g ,ven in brackets. 4 

Nir11•-yt~;ir ... ,lt:l Vor,kn Zhukov,/ (a) l"ldd lx.-en apprenticed three months ago to A1yakhin/ (b) 
i;Ju>t'n1akcr, tJld n,1t g<l to bc"i.J/(c) (.]\ristmas Eve. t-le waited until his master, nustres.s, /(d) 
lhl' s~ni<1r appr~nticcs had g,1nt! lo church . Then, he began to wr.ite a Jette r to h is 
~f,l nu fat h~r. 

3~. 

36. 

(th(•, il"tl1 wl,<>, c,n, in) 

Complete the conversation between Ali a.nd the junk collector suitably. 
Ali : Good morning, Sir. You collect junk from the s hops 

The junk coll~ctor 
AU 

'fhc junk collector 
AJ'I 
The junk collector 

, , 

• 
• 

• • 
. . 

• 
• 

around here, _ _ (a)._ ___ ? 
Yes (b) ? 
I've come searching for my sister's shoes. I leftthemat Akbar 
Aqa's shop. (c) ? 
I d on't know whether l took your shoes from there . 
Would you mind my _ _ __,d . . ,___ _ ? 
No, I don1 t mind your checking. I left some junk in the backyard 
of my house. You had better (e) . . ? 
Okay Sir. Thank you . 

Read the following statements and identify the Noun Phrase in the subject position 
in each. 
(a) The life of Vanka Tepresents the plight of orphans around the world. 
(b) The fierce battle between the mongoose and the cobra was keenly watched by the 

boy, 

- o Oo-

5 
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