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1. Western Education and Nationalism

Western education, introduced by the British in the early 19th century, aimed to assert British
cultural superiority and create a class of Indians loyal to the colonial administration. However, it had
an unintended effect of fostering nationalist sentiments among educated Indians.

Key Impacts of Western Education

e Exposure to New Ideas: Educated Indians became aware of concepts like democracy,
freedom, egalitarianism, equal justice, scientific temper, and civil rights.

e Critique of British Rule: Exposure to these ideas led Indians to question the legitimacy of
British rule and discuss the need for independence.

e Common Language: English became a medium for exchanging ideas across diverse regions,
fostering a sense of unity.

o Development of Nationalism: The awareness of global democratic movements inspired
Indians to aspire for self-governance.

Discussion Question
How did Western education help in developing nationalism among Indians?
e ltintroduced liberal ideas that encouraged critical thinking about colonial oppression.

e It provided a common platform (English language) for communication among Indians from
different regions.

e Itinspired the formation of political and social reform movements to challenge British
policies.

2. Social Reform Movements

Social reform movements played a pivotal role in addressing social evils and fostering a sense of
unity and self-confidence among Indians, which contributed to the growth of nationalism.

Key Social Reformers and Their Contributions
Reformer Region Organization Key Activities

- Abolished Sati
- Fought against child marriage
Raja Ram . and polygamy
B I Brahma S
Mohan Roy enga rahma >amaj - Promoted modern education
- Opposed idolatry and
polytheism

- Advocated for lower caste and
women’s rights
- Established schools for women

Jyotirao Phule Maharashtra Satyashodhak Samaj
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Ramabai

Karnataka

Mukti Mission

Other Social Reform Movements

Movement

Prarthana Samaj

Arya Samaj

Aligarh Movement

Theosophical Society

Ramakrishna Mission

Hitakarini Samaj

Swabhimana
Prasthanam

Sree Narayana
Dharma Paripalana
Yogam

Sadhujana Paripalana
Sangham

Founder(s)

Atmaram Pandurang

Swami Dayananda Saraswati

Sir Syed Ahmad Khan

Madame Blavatsky, Colonel QOlcott

Swami Vivekananda
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reforms, education, and widow

remarriage in Andhra Pradesh
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and Dalits
- Promoted widow remarriage

- Fought against child marriage

- Established schools for widows
and girls

- Provided vocational training for
women

Arya Mabhila Samaj, Sharada Sadan,

Key Objectives

Social and religious reforms in
Maharashtra, inspired by Brahma
Samaj

Revival of Vedic traditions,
opposition to idol worship and
caste system

Modern education for Muslims,
fostering unity and progress

Promotion of universal
brotherhood and study of
comparative religion

Social service, education, and
spiritual upliftment

Advocacy for social equality and
rationalism in Tamil Nadu

Upliftment of backward
communities, promotion of
education and equality in Kerala

Rights and education for
marginalized communities in Kerala

¢ Raja Ram Mohan Roy: Laid the foundation for social reforms by challenging practices like
Sati and promoting modern education. His Brahma Samaj emphasized monotheism and
rational thinking.
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e Jyotirao Phule: Focused on empowering marginalized communities through education and
social equality. His wife, Savitribai Phule, was a pioneer in women’s education.

e Pandita Ramabai: Advocated for women'’s rights, particularly widows, through education
and vocational training. Her participation in the Indian National Congress highlighted her
broader nationalist vision.

3. Transportation and Communication

The British developed transportation and communication systems primarily for trade, industry, and
military purposes, but these inadvertently strengthened Indian nationalism.

Developments and Their Impact

e Railways, Postal System, and Telegraph: Facilitated easier movement and communication
across India.

e Road Transport: Improved connectivity, allowing people to travel and exchange ideas.
¢ Impact on Nationalism:
o Enabled people from different regions to connect, fostering a sense of unity.
o Facilitated the spread of nationalist ideas through communication networks.
o Supported the organization of political movements and gatherings.
Seminar Paper Topic
Factors Contributing to Indian Nationalism

e Economic Policy: British exploitation through high taxes and resource extraction fueled
resentment.

¢ Western Education: Introduced liberal ideas that inspired resistance against colonial rule.
e Social Reform Movements: Addressed social evils, boosting self-confidence and unity.

e Transportation and Communication: Connected diverse regions, enabling the spread of
nationalist ideas.

e _ Literature and Newspapers: Spread awareness of colonial oppression and nationalist ideals.

4. Early Political Organizations

In the second half of the 19th century, regional political organizations emerged to unite people
against British rule. However, they had limitations.

Key Early Political Organizations

Organization Location Founders/Leaders Activities
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Surendranath Banerjee, Ananda Mohan Advocated for civil rights

Indian Association Calcutta
Bose and self-rule

Madras Mahajan M. Veeraraghavachariar, G. Subramania Promoted political
Madras . .
Sabha lyer, Ananda Charlu awareness in South India

Bombay Presidenc Focused on regional
. y‘ Y Bombay K.T. Telang, Badruddin Tyabji N &
Association political reforms

Limitations of Early Political Movements

e Regional Focus: Activities were confined to specific provinces, lacking a pan-Indian
approach.

e Elite-Centric: Led by the rich and middle class, failing to engage the masses.

e Limited Impact: Did not create widespread political awareness among the general
population.

5. Formation of the Indian National Congress (INC)

The Indian National Congress, formed in 1885, marked a significant step towards a unified national
movement.

Key Details
e Date and Place: December 28, 1885, at Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit College, Bombay.

e Participants: 72 representatives from various regions, diverse in language, religion, and
social status.

e Key Figures: Allan Octavian Hume (organizer), W.C. Banerjee (president).

e Objectives:
o Foster friendly relations among political activists across India.
o « Strengthen national unity across caste, religion, and province.
o Formulate and present common demands to the British government.
o Build public opinion and organize people.
o Advocate for All India Competitive Examinations.

Annual Conferences
e Held every December in different parts of India.

e Prominent leaders: Dadabhai Naoroji, Surendranath Banerjee, Pherozshah Mehta.
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6. Partition of Bengal and the Swadeshi Movement

The Partition of Bengal in 1905 was a pivotal event that sparked widespread protests and the
Swadeshi Movement.

Partition of Bengal
e Date: October 16, 1905.

e Division: Bengal was split into East Bengal (Muslim-majority) and West Bengal (Hindu-
majority).

e Official Reason: British Viceroy Lord Curzon claimed it was for administrative efficiency.

¢ Real Motive: To weaken the nationalist movement by dividing Bengal along religious lines,
employing the British policy of "divide and rule."

Swadeshi Movement

e Response: Protests, hartals, and patriotic songs by Rabindranath Tagore; evolved into a
massive strike.

e Core Principle: Self-reliance through the use of Indian goods and boycott of British products.
¢ Key Enterprises:
o Bengal Chemical Store (Acharya P.C. Roy).
o Swadeshi Store (Rabindranath Tagore).
o Swadeshi Steam Navigation Company (V.O. Chidambaram Pillai).
o Steel Factory (Jamshedji Tata).
e Impact:
o PromotedIndian.industries like textile mills, soap factories, and national banks.
o Deprived the British government of trade revenue.
o Strengthened the Indian National Movement.
Swadeshi Samitis
¢ . Example: Swadesh Bandhab Samiti by Ashwini Kumar Dutt.
e Objectives:
o Provide physical training to volunteers.
o Assist during epidemics and ailments.

o Establish Swadeshi Vidyalayas (schools).
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7. Moderates vs. Extremists

Differences in ideology and methods within the Indian National Congress led to the emergence of
two factions: Moderates and Extremists.

Comparison of Moderates and Extremists

Aspect Moderates Extremists

Leaders Pherozshah Mehta, Gopal Krishna Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal,
Gokhale, Dadabhai Naoroji Lala Lajpat Rai

Methods Peaceful, bloodless struggles (meetings, Revolutionary methods (Swadeshi,
speeches, resolutions) boycott, open struggle)

Approach to Gradual reforms through constitutional Immediate freedom through direct

Freedom means action

Attitude Towards Cooperative, seeking reforms within the Confrontational, advocating strong
British system resistance

Surat Split (1907)

e Event: Differences between Moderates and Extremists led to a split at the Surat Congress
conference.

e Impact: The British exploited this division to implement their "divide and rule" policy, taking
strict action against Extremists.

8. Formation of the All India Muslim League

e Event: A Muslim delegation led by Aga Khan met Lord Minto in Simla, demanding separate
representation for Muslims.

e Outcome: Formation of the All India Muslim League to represent Muslim interests, aligning
with the British "divide and rule" strategy.

9. Home Rule League

¢  Formation: Established during the First World War (1914) by Annie Besant and Bal
Gangadhar Tilak.

e Objective: Advocate for Home Rule (self-government).
e Activities:
o Gained popular support in cities and villages.

o Established branches across India.
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o Annie Besant’s arrest and release, followed by her election as the first woman
president of the INC in 1917.

e Impact: Strengthened the demand for self-governance and mobilized public support.

10. Unity in Lucknow (1916)
e Event: The INC's annual conference in Lucknow.
¢ Key Decisions:
o Reunification of Moderates and Extremists.
o Collaboration between the INC and the All India Muslim League.

¢ Significance: Marked a step towards unified resistance against British rule.

11. Revolutionary Organizations

Some Indians adopted armed struggle to overthrow British rule, forming secret revolutionary
organizations.

Organization Place Leadership

Anusheelan Samiti Bengal Sachindra Nath Sanyal, Aurobindo Ghosh
Bharat Mata Association Madras Neelakanta Brahmachari, Vanchi lyer, Ajit Singh
Yugantar Party Bengal Rash Behari Bose, Khudiram Bose

Ghadar Party America Lala' Hardayal

12. British Policies. and Nationalism

e Exploitative Policies: High taxes, resource extraction, and economic exploitation fueled
resentment.

¢ - Divide and Rule: The Partition of Bengal and Minto-Morley Reforms aimed to weaken unity
by creating religious divisions.

e Resistance: The Swadeshi Movement and formation of the INC transformed resistance into
an organized national movement.
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13. Extended Activities
e Role Play: Add dialogues to the play Nil Darpan and perform it.

o Digital Presentation: Create a magazine or presentation on social reformers and their
activities.

e Poetry and Songs: Collect and perform nationalist poems and songs.

Key Figures in the Chapter
Name Contribution
Dadabhai Naoroji Known as the "Grand Old Man of India"; a Moderate leader in the INC

Subramania Bharati Tamil poet; inspired nationalism through patriotic songs andliterature

Rabindranath Composed patriotic songs; started Swadeshi Store during the Swadeshi
Tagore Movement
Annie Besant Led the Home Rule League; first woman president of the INC (1917)

Bal Gangadhar Tilak Extremist leader; promoted Swadeshi and boycott movements

Summary

The emergence of the Indian National Movement was driven by multiple factors:
e Western Education: Introduced liberal ideas, fostering unity and critical thinking.
e Social Reforms: Addressed social evils, boosting self-confidence and unity.

e Transportation.and Communication: Connected diverse regions, enabling the spread of
nationalist ideas.

e Political Organizations: Early regional organizations and the INC provided platforms for
unified resistance.

¢ Swadeshi Movement: A powerful response to the Partition of Bengal, promoting self-
reliance and boycott of British goods.

e Moderates and Extremists: Differing approaches led to dynamic strategies within the INC.

e Home Rule League and Revolutionary Movements: Further intensified the demand for self-
governance.
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