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1. How did Western education help in developing nationalism among Indians? 

Western education introduced ideas like democracy, freedom, equality, and scientific thinking, 
which inspired Indians to question British rule. The English language became a common medium, 
enabling communication across regions and fostering unity. Educated leaders like Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy used these ideas to advocate for reforms, boosting national pride. For example, the formation of 
the INC in 1885 was driven by English-educated Indians who demanded political rights, 
strengthening the nationalist movement. 

2. Prepare a note on the contributions of social reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Jyotirao 
Phule, and Pandita Ramabai. 

• Raja Ram Mohan Roy: Founded the Brahma Samaj in 1828, abolished sati in 1829, opposed 
child marriage and polygamy, and promoted modern education to reform Hindu society. 

• Jyotirao Phule: Established the Satyashodhak Samaj to fight for lower caste and women’s 
rights. He and his wife, Savitribai, opened schools for girls and Dalits, promoting equality. 

• Pandita Ramabai: Founded Arya Mahila Samaj and Sharada Sadan to educate widows and 
girls. She fought against child marriage and provided vocational training, empowering 
women to join the nationalist movement. 

3. Prepare a seminar paper on the topic ‘Factors contributing to Indian Nationalism.’ 

Seminar Paper: Factors Contributing to Indian Nationalism 
Indian nationalism emerged in the 19th century due to several key factors that united Indians 
against British rule: 

• Western Education: Introduced liberal ideas like democracy and equality, inspiring leaders 
like Raja Ram Mohan Roy to challenge colonial oppression. English enabled cross-regional 
unity, seen in the INC’s formation in 1885. 

• Social Reform Movements: Reformers like Jyotirao Phule and Pandita Ramabai fought social 
evils like caste discrimination and child marriage, fostering unity and confidence. 

• Transportation and Communication: British-built railways, postal systems, and telegraphs 
connected regions, enabling the spread of nationalist ideas and coordination of protests like 
the Swadeshi Movement. 

• Economic Exploitation: High taxes and resource extraction by the British caused 
resentment, fueling nationalist sentiments. 

• Political Organizations: The INC and early groups like the Indian Association provided 
platforms for unified resistance. 

• Literature and Newspapers: Patriotic writings by Subramania Bharati and others spread 
awareness of British injustices. 
These factors transformed regional grievances into a national movement, culminating in 
events like the Swadeshi Movement and the Home Rule League, paving the way for India’s 
freedom struggle. 

 



 

Message 8137070071 to join our WhatsApp channel 

 Prepared by www.educationobserver.com                                                              visit us for complete set of study  materials  

   
 

 

4. What were the limitations of early political movements? 

Early political movements, like the Indian Association and Madras Mahajan Sabha, were limited to 
specific regions, such as Calcutta or Madras, and lacked a pan-Indian approach. They were led by the 
rich and middle classes, failing to involve the masses. Their focus on elite issues meant they did not 
create widespread political awareness, necessitating a national organization like the INC. 

5. Prepare a note on the activities of the Indian National Congress. 

The Indian National Congress (INC), formed on December 28, 1885, in Bombay, aimed to unite 
Indians and demand political reforms. Its activities included: 

• Holding annual conferences in different cities to discuss national issues. 

• Fostering unity across caste, religion, and region, with 72 diverse delegates at its first 
meeting. 

• Formulating demands like competitive examinations for government jobs. 

• Organizing public opinion through speeches and resolutions. 

• Evolving from moderate petitions to supporting mass movements like Swadeshi and Home 
Rule, led by figures like Dadabhai Naoroji and Annie Besant. 

6. Discuss the consequences of the Partition of Bengal. 

The Partition of Bengal in 1905, announced by Lord Curzon, divided Bengal into Hindu-majority West 
Bengal and Muslim-majority East Bengal. Officially for administrative efficiency, its real motive was 
to weaken nationalism by dividing Hindus and Muslims. Consequences included: 

• Widespread protests, hartals, and patriotic songs by Rabindranath Tagore. 

• Launch of the Swadeshi Movement, promoting Indian goods and boycotting British products. 

• Growth of Indian industries, like the Bengal Chemical Store by Acharya P.C. Roy. 

• Formation of Swadeshi Samitis to provide training and education. 

• Strengthened national unity, as Indians united against the British "divide and rule" policy. 

7. Prepare a comparison table of the activities of the Moderates and Extremists. 

Aspect Moderates Extremists 

Leaders 
Dadabhai Naoroji, Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal 

Methods Petitions, speeches, resolutions Swadeshi, boycott, direct action 

Approach to 
Freedom 

Gradual reforms through 
cooperation 

Immediate freedom through 
resistance 
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Attitude Towards 
British 

Cooperative, seeking reforms within 
system 

Confrontational, advocating open 
struggle 

Impact 
Gained some reforms, kept dialogue 
open 

Energized masses, inspired mass 
movements 

8. How did the British implement the ‘divide and rule’ policy? 

The British implemented the "divide and rule" policy to weaken Indian unity by creating divisions, 
particularly along religious lines. Key examples include: 

• Partition of Bengal (1905): Divided Bengal into Hindu-majority West Bengal and Muslim-
majority East Bengal to weaken nationalist unity. 

• Minto-Morley Reforms (1909): Introduced separate electorates for Muslims, encouraging 
communal divisions. 

• Support for Muslim League: The British backed the All India Muslim League’s formation to 
counter the INC’s unified front. 
These tactics aimed to prevent a united resistance but often backfired, as seen in the 
Swadeshi Movement. 

Activities and Answers 

Activity 1: Prepare a note on the contributions of social reformers. 

Note on Contributions of Social Reformers 
Social reformers played a crucial role in shaping Indian nationalism by addressing social evils and 
fostering unity: 

• Raja Ram Mohan Roy: Founded Brahma Samaj, abolished sati, opposed child marriage, and 
promoted modern education, laying the foundation for social reform. 

• Jyotirao Phule: Started Satyashodhak Samaj, opened schools for lower castes and women, 
and fought for equality, empowering marginalized groups. 

• Pandita Ramabai: Established Arya Mahila Samaj and Sharada Sadan, educated widows and 
girls, and advocated against child marriage. 

• Swami Dayananda Saraswati: Founded Arya Samaj, opposed caste discrimination and idol 
worship, and revived Vedic traditions. 

• Swami Vivekananda: Established Ramakrishna Mission, promoted education and social 
service, boosting national pride. 
These efforts created a more inclusive society, strengthening the nationalist movement. 

Activity 2: Discuss in groups and prepare a note: ‘How did Western education help in developing 
nationalism among Indians?’ 

Group Discussion Note 
Western education, introduced by the British to create loyal administrators, unexpectedly fostered 
Indian nationalism. It exposed Indians to ideas like democracy, freedom, and equality, inspiring 
leaders like Raja Ram Mohan Roy to question British rule. The English language united people from 
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different regions, enabling communication and collaboration, as seen in the INC’s formation in 1885. 
Educated Indians critiqued colonial policies, organized political movements, and spread nationalist 
ideas through newspapers. Social reforms, driven by educated leaders like Jyotirao Phule, 
empowered marginalized groups, making the freedom struggle inclusive. Thus, Western education 
became a catalyst for national unity and resistance. 

Activity 3: Prepare a comparison table of the activities of the Moderates and Extremists. 

(See the table provided in Question 7 above for the comparison of Moderates and Extremists.) 

Activity 4: Prepare a seminar paper on the topic ‘Factors contributing to Indian Nationalism.’ 

(See the seminar paper provided in Question 3 above.) 

Activity 5: Discuss the consequences of the Partition of Bengal. 

(See the detailed response provided in Question 6 above.) 

Extended Activities and Answers 

Extended Activity 1: Add dialogues to the play Nil Darpan and perform it. 

Answer: Dialogues for Nil Darpan 
Nil Darpan by Dinabandhu Mitra highlights the exploitation of indigo farmers by British planters. 
Below is a sample dialogue addition for a scene between a farmer, Gopal, and a British planter, Mr. 
Wood: 

Gopal: (angrily) Mr. Wood, your indigo planting has ruined our fields! We can’t grow rice to feed our 
families. 
Mr. Wood: (arrogantly) You must plant indigo for our profit. Your poverty is not my concern! 
Gopal: (defiantly) We will not be slaves on our own land. The people of Bengal are rising against this 
injustice! 
Farmer’s Wife: (pleading) Sir, have mercy. Our children are starving because of your cruel demands. 
Mr. Wood: (coldly) Obey or face punishment. The British Raj rules this land! 
Gopal: (resolutely) We will join the Swadeshi Movement and fight for our rights! 

Performance Notes: 

• Assign roles: Gopal, Mr. Wood, Farmer’s Wife, and other villagers. 

• Use simple props like farming tools and a British officer’s hat. 

• Practice expressive dialogue delivery to convey the farmers’ plight and resistance spirit. 

• Perform in a classroom setting, emphasizing the emotional contrast between the farmers’ 
struggle and the planter’s arrogance. 

Extended Activity 2: Prepare a digital presentation or magazine on social reformers and their 
activities. 

Answer: Outline for Digital Presentation/Magazine 
Title: Social Reformers: Pillars of Indian Nationalism 
Sections: 
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1. Introduction: Explain how social reformers addressed social evils, fostering unity and 
nationalism. 

2. Raja Ram Mohan Roy: Highlight his fight against sati, founding of Brahma Samaj, and 
promotion of modern education. 

3. Jyotirao Phule: Discuss Satyashodhak Samaj, schools for lower castes and women, and his 
role in social equality. 

4. Pandita Ramabai: Describe Arya Mahila Samaj, Sharada Sadan, and her work for widows and 
girls. 

5. Other Reformers: Include Swami Dayananda Saraswati (Arya Samaj), Swami Vivekananda 
(Ramakrishna Mission), and Sree Narayana Guru (SNDP Yogam). 

6. Impact on Nationalism: Explain how reforms united diverse groups, boosting confidence for 
the freedom struggle. 

7. Visuals: Use images of reformers, their organizations, and historical events (e.g., sati 
abolition). 

8. Conclusion: Emphasize how reformers laid the foundation for a united India. 

Presentation Tips: 

• Use slides with bullet points, images, and timelines. 

• For a magazine, include articles, photos, and quotes like Tilak’s “Swaraj is my birthright.” 

• Share digitally via Google Slides or a PDF magazine format. 

Extended Activity 3: Collect poems and songs that helped develop nationalism and perform them. 

Answer: Collection and Performance of Nationalist Poems and Songs 
Poems and Songs: 

1. “Bande Mataram” by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee: A patriotic song that inspired the 
Swadeshi Movement, expressing love for the motherland. 
Lyrics Sample: “Bande Mataram, Sujalam, Suphalam…” (Mother, I bow to thee, rich with thy 
hurrying streams…) 

2. “Sare Jahan Se Achha” by Muhammad Iqbal: Celebrates India’s beauty and unity, boosting 
national pride. 
Lyrics Sample: “Sare jahan se achha, Hindustan hamara…” (Better than the entire world, our 
India…) 

3. Subramania Bharati’s Songs: Tamil poet’s works like “Vande Mataram” in Tamil inspired 
resistance. 
Sample Line: “Let us worship our Mother India, with hearts full of devotion.” 

4. Rabindranath Tagore’s Songs: Composed during the Swadeshi Movement to protest the 
Partition of Bengal. 
Sample Line: “Amar Sonar Bangla” (My golden Bengal, I love thee). 
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Performance Notes: 

• Form a group to sing or recite these songs/poems in class. 

• Use simple musical instruments like a harmonium or tabla for accompaniment. 

• Explain the historical context before performing (e.g., link “Bande Mataram” to the Swadeshi 
Movement). 

• Encourage audience participation to create a patriotic atmosphere. 

Collection Method: 

• Research online for lyrics of “Bande Mataram” and “Sare Jahan Se Achha.” 

• Include local patriotic songs from Kerala, like those inspired by Sree Narayana Guru’s 
teachings. 

• Compile in a booklet or digital document for sharing with classmates. 

Additional Notes 

• Key Figures: Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Jyotirao Phule, Pandita Ramabai, Dadabhai Naoroji, Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak, Annie Besant, and Rabindranath Tagore were central to the nationalist 
movement. 

• Events: The Partition of Bengal (1905), Swadeshi Movement, Surat Split (1907), and Lucknow 
Conference (1916) were pivotal in shaping nationalism. 

• British Policies: Exploitative economic policies and the “divide and rule” strategy fueled 
resistance. 

• Application-Level Insights: Students are encouraged to imagine themselves as reformers or 
nationalists, promoting actions like boycotting British goods or joining reform movements to 
understand the chapter’s relevance. 

 


